


| Preseason Rankings

B Aatings with teams’ 1998-2000
records and Hnal ranldng last sea-

0an:
Top 10/Class A
‘9900 Prv,
Team Rescord Rnk.
1. Lincoin Southeast  14-8 7
2. Omaha Banson. 8-11 NR
3. Omaha Burke 20-4 2 :
4, Columbus 11-7 A-10 2, Bralnard EB 21-5 4
6. Lincoln High 15-6 4 3. Laural 19-3 6
6. Om. Creighten Prep 11-11  'NR 4. Diller-Odell 1311 NR
7. Lincoin East 11-8  NR . 5. Oakiand-Craig 17-4 7
8. Millard South 8-13 NR 6. WestPointCC 20-5 3
9. Millard West 17-7 5 7. North Platte S.P. 812 NR
10. Bellevue Wast 231 1 8. Emerson-Hubbard 16-8 NR
* 9, Friend 16-7 NR
Class B 10. Aandolph 17-3 8
1. Beatrice 175 5§ Class D-1
2. Lincoln Pius X 20-3 1
3. Alllance 18-4 2 1. Arapahce 19-5 9
4, Aurora 16-7 6 2. Stering. 176 5
" 5. Raiston 16-10. NR 3. Falls City SH 20-5 8
6. Firth Noiris 13-7 NA- 4 Deshler 24.1 2
7. Blair 177 NR 5. Pleasanton 1012 NR
8. Schuyler 12-7 8 6 Curtis MV 16-7 9
9. Scotisbiuff 1112 NR 7. Humphray S.F, 187 4
10, McCook 20-8 3 8. Kenesaw 17-2 NR -
- - - 9. Sargent 154 NR
Clags C-1 10. Johngon-Brock 157 7
; I *—Ranking in C-2, .
1. Columbus LV 16-4 9
2. Syracuse. 203 § Class D-z
3. Wahoo Neumann  18-5 NR
4. Plerce = 179 4. 1. Paxion- 232 "1
5.Grandisland CC 281 . % 2. Stering 176 .'5
6. Chadron 18-5 = 2  3.Ewing 24 2
7. Raymond Contral  6-13 NR-~ 4. Waterloo 159 *NR
8. DeWitt TG 203 NR 5 LindsayHF 186 3
9. Albion 194 10- 6:Greelsy . . S183 8
10, Milford: © - ‘185 NR T Chwef-HB S24
- B, Litchfield. . 18-5 9
Class C-2- . 9. Exeter -1310  NR
— 10, Wausa - . 1012, NR
1. Harington.CC . 167 5 R~ Ranking Jn D-1 S

I llll.LAHD WEST
B Coach: Aick Hook, sixth year, 99-00.
record: 17-7.
I Lottermen—Seniors: Dan  Bruce,
6-0; Jm Eddy 6-3; Brian Mclntyre, 5-10;,
Sean McLaughiin, -6-6; Adam SIeyer.

6-5 Junlors Scoﬂ Ilh .64
Zac Roblnson, 8-3: Luke Cha aii 8-1.
IR Outiook: Wildcats, after three sea-
sons with Georgia Tech baseball recruit’
Kyle Bakker in.the middle, will have a.
different” look on the floor, Permeter
gama wili hava to-pick up more of iy
scoring. Hook likes-the athistic ability,!
attituda, work ethic and seplor leader-:
ship bamg showr,



Basketball pre-season...
Varsity Boys
Basketball Team
Returns Talent,

Experience

Colin Johnston
Senior Staff Writer

The boy’s basketball team went
through last year’s season very inconsistently.
The team went into the season exﬁecun% to
compete for the state championship. The
Wildcats started off with a winover rival Millard
South and an easy win over Fremont, showin
they were going tobe a force, They thendro
three straight games and just under hal asv
through the season, they were a mediocre 5-3,
After making a few adjustments, mainly at the
Tomt position, the ‘Cats finished the season

2-2, losing to Omaha Burke in the state semi-
finals at the Devaney Center in Lincoln. The
strong finish by the team left them with high
expectations for this coming basketball season.
) Experience is going to play a key role
in the team’s hope for a state championship.
Among the eight returning lettermen are three
seniors who are also returning starters for the
team, Seniors Danie] Bruce, Sean McLaughlin
and Adam Steyer should provide the needed
leadership this year that the team seemed to be
lacking at times last year. Joining them will be
juniors Zac Robinson and Scot McLaughlin,
who also have starting experience. Other
returning lettermen are seniors Jim Edd{land
Brian Mclntyre, and junior Luke Chadwell.

The Wildeats, whose season opens up
November 30, with a game against Millard
South. Practice stasts in mid-November. The
team is hoping to once again return to the state
playoffs, and improve on their finish the fast two
years. Two years ago, a team led by Mat Person
and Kyle Bakker, the Wildcats made it to the
final eight in the state fournament losing to
Columbus on a last second shot. Last year the
team improved to make it to the final four of the
state tournament. If this trend continues, the
Wildcats will be playing for the State
Championship this year,

. “Tamexcited forthis year's team. We
areu'ymfg tochange our style of play alittle bit to
more of 3 unning game, We are expecting to
improve this year, and play more consistent
throughout the entire season. If we improve like
we should, we will be in the State Finals in
March,” said junior Zac Robinson.

7 photo by Joe Knust
Seniors Adam Steyer, Dan Bruce, junior Zac Robinson and senior Sean
McLaughlin will lead the Wildcat boys basketball team this year. Al four are
returning starters, and lonk fo lead the team to the State Finals in March.



Curtis Leads T

all Patriot Crew

To Win Over Millard West

8Y STU POSPISIL
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Millard Scuth’s 68-49 Metro
Conference boys basketball victory
Thursday night over Millard West
indicates the Patriots are picking up
where the Indians left off last season.

Patriots Coach Larry Ribble brought
back all five starters from the final
Millard South team known as the
Indians, which went 6-7 in its final 13
games to finish 8-13.

“We were close at the end of last
vear,” Ribble said after his first win
over former assistant Rick Hook since
the 1996-97 season.

Top 10 No. 8 Millard South’s front
line, especially in the first quarter and
especially with UNO recruit Ryan
Curtis for four quarters, was no match
for a Wildcat team lgtaymg for the first
time since 6-foot-9 Kyle Bakker — now
playing baseball at Georgia Tech —
completed a three-season stay as their
inside force.

Curtis had game highs of 24 points,
including '12-0f-12 shooting on free
throws, and 13 rebounds. His first four
Boints came in a 20-5 start for the

atriots in the season-opening game for
bath teams,

The doubleheader, which started
with Class A No. 10 Millard West’s

irls routing No.9 Millard South

6-25, drew a capacity crowd that
Millard West Principal Rick Kolowski
said was about 1,800.

A University of Nebraska at Omaha
assistant coach was in altendance to
watch Curtis, one of three 6-7 starters
for the Patriots,

_Pawick Bryan, a junior, scored ail
eight of his points in the first quarter
before eventually fouling out, Adam
Briley, a senior, had four of his six
points on back-io-back baskets that
gave the Patriots an early 12-2 lead.

“We played well defensively, but we
fouled a liétle too much. It’s something
10 work on,” said Ribble, beginning his
23rd season at the school. “The kids
know we have to do it on defense,”

Junior guard Zac Robinson led the
Wildcats with 20 points but made only
7 of 18 shots, and the former age-group
free-throw champion was only 5 of § at
the line. Adam Steyer, a 6-4 senior, had
10 points and a team-high seven
rebounds but the other three Wildcat
starters combined for five points.

‘ LAURA INNS[I'E WOHLEALD
Millard South’s Patriots Charge Past Millard West

Euvon Turner, a S-foot-9 sophomore %'u'd for Millard South, looks 10

- McLaughlin, a 6-foot-6 senior at Millard West, on Thursday night at'Mi]larcr
season-olpenmg boys basketball game 68-49. The Patriots’ Turner scored 10
crowd of 1,800. Story and other hansdml basketball results, Page 32, -

ass while bein Ll,:aressured by, Sean
_Wes.t, where Millard South won its
points 1n 2 game that drew a capacity



The Wildcats played the first half
without Daniel Bruce, a returning
starter. for what Hook said was a team
1ssue Bruce had just gotten into the

e in the second half when he hurt
lf divin fofrt' ahloose bali and
layed sparingly after that
P "Kdlllfrd yuth played us very
aggressive,” Hook said. “We played
hard, but not like we practiced.”

The Patriots also used 10 points
apiece from returning starters Matt
Schieber and Euvon Turner, atthoutgh
Rnbble kept Turner on the bench for
the game’s first two minutes, and seven
from Matt Turner.

Steyer twice cut the Patriots’ lead to

tin the third quarter and the

Ildcats were still within 45-36 before
two free throws and a basket by Curtis
restored a 13-point lead to take into the
ﬁnal uarter,
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THREE'S A CROWD: Millard South’s Brett Navin,
against Millard West's Mickey Roberts. Millard West's
left, Miltard South jumped to a 13-point halftime lead,

LAURA INNSfTHE WORLD-HERALD

n, top left, leaps to defond
Andrew Ebert is at lower




Second-quarter surge
boosts Millard West

BY TAMMY GREUNKE
TRIBUNE STAFF

A second-quarter scoring
surge proved to be the differ-
ence maker for Millard West's
boys Saturday night.

The Wildcats outscored Fre-
mont High 21-7 in the second
quarter and went on to pick up
a 58-45 win.

Coming off a 72-24 loss to
Lincoln Southeast Thursday
night, the Tigers took advan-
tage of their outside shooting
early on as the teams were
tied at 15 after one quarter.
Matt Bunn hit a pair of 3-point
baskets and Jake Pinkelman
and Jake Nieman each added
one in the first quarter.

Pinkelman's basket with 7
minutes, 20 seconds left in the
second quarter put Fremont
up 17-15: The Tigers would
next score three minutes later
and then were held scoreless
for another three minutes
before Bunn would score with
1:32 left in the half. Fremont
trailed 36-22 at halftime.

Millard West guard Zac
Robinson scored 21 of his

game-high 29 points in the
first half, including 14 points
in the second quarter.

“The key for us is improve-
ment, gaining some confidence
in our execution and, above all,
we have fo have the effort,”
Fremont coach Joel Parks
said. “I think we did improve
tonight on some of the things
we did. Except for one little
stretch in the second quarter, I
thought we pretty much
played right with therm.”

The Wildcats built g 19-point
lead midway through the third
quarter after a basket by
Mickey Roberts. Pinkelman
would pick up his fifth foul
with 4:42 left in the third
quarter.

Fremont kept plugging away
in the fourth quarter, cutting
the gap to 54-44 with 4:23
remaining on a basket by
Anton Melgoza. The Tigers
also forced five turnovers.

“We had a good physical
effort,” Parks gaid, “I'm proud
of the way the kids keep hus-

PLEASE SEE BOYS, B2

EVAN NORDSTROM/FREMONT TRIBUNE

Jake Nieman, left, and Andrew Clements of Fremont try to control a
loose bail while Mlllard Wast’s Sean McLaughlin looks on.

e BOYS: Millard West tops FHS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Bt

tling and working. If we. keep
doing that, we’ll get better as
the year goes o Itwﬂlpayoﬂ"
forus.” -

Fhree players seoned in dou-
ble figures for- FHS: Bunn-hit:
four 3-point baskets td lead the
way with 12 points. Churchill

Fremont (0-2) plays at Belle-
vue West Tuesday:
M Weat 1821195 —58
Fremant 187 1112.— 48

MILLARD WEST — Chadwedl 1-2, 01, 1,
Z;.Junge 1-3, 040, 2, 2; Robinedn 6-12, 8-11, 2,
29, Mormesey 0-1, 00, 2, 0; Eddy 23; 12, 3,

§; McLaughiin 3-7, 3.8, 1; 0; Roberts 2-3, 00,

44Steyar2-53~42,7m 2036, 16
24,17, 58.

scored. 11 " and - Pmkelman + ot Goni - :
addedd,ﬂ-s FE Ly

“Robinson wes'9 of 12 from
the field and 9 of 11 from the Millard West 58, Fremont 45
f{e{,m line fo. pace At Fremont, Neb, — Zac Robinson
West. ~-"Sean’ &cLaugmm ;qcorgd 2fhepomts to lead Millard West,
recorded; . nine peints ang. A
Adam Steyer compiled seven.*:

&rw;"g'ﬁ;im |
d:nmnm n. aum.



Kannng ana Kaving...

Basketball | F'rom Downtown..

Joe Knust

Sports Editor

The Millard West boi;s and girls
basketball teams started out their season
at .500. Both the guys and girls are at -1
before heading into the Prep, Marian and
Lincoln Northeast games,

Unfortunately, the guys opened
ufwhhmwofmempmmminmCHM&
Millard South has three players 6°6™ and
above, which came into effect against the ' S .
smaller Wildcats. Junior Zac Robinson o L m——
scored 20 points in the game to lead the :
Wildcats. Next in line was senior middle-
man Adam Steyer with 10 points. Every-
body can say what they want about how
we are doomed without Bakker, but the
fact of the matter is we are going to go on
without him and we will be successful.
With one of the best shooters in the state,
Robinson, and a team full of multiple two-
to-three sgorl pla?fcrs. West is loaded with
athletic ability. It's a team full of people
who can run the court all game. The
Millard South game proved to be a learn-
ing tool for the *Cats on how not to play if
they want to win. It doesn’t seem that the
‘Cats lack any effort, but after throwing
in lob passes for three years to Bakker, it's
going to be difficult to change everyone's
mindset of just dribbling down and look-
ing for the'tall kid,” but now to attack
the hoop every play.

Second game of the year the
*Cats traveled to Fremont for a game that
was supposed to boost the Wildcats’ con-
fidence a bit. Led by Robinson once again
he poured in a very strong performance
with 29 points. After watching this game
the ‘Cats showed the fans (the fans who
were there anyway) how capable they are
of being a top-ranked team. With senior
Brian Mclntyre out with an ankle injury
and Dan Bruce out after he dove for a loose
ball in the Millard South game, they are
without some help and leadership they
could use.

L $0a80n. ...




BOYS BASKETBALL

Bench Gives

Junior Jays a Boost

TEL

—_—
BY ROD MENKEL
TESERL Y TlaTi -

The starters for Omaha Creighton
Prep and Millard West fought for the
momentum ke alimost 4 qudrter
Thursday night before the Juntr Jay
bench grabbed u.

Jared Ruffin and Dan Povondra
came ofT the bench and vombined for
14 second-quirter points as Prep built
a 13-point lead on' ity way 1 a 66-35
victory,

The Junior luss improved to 2-2
after  opening ‘the season al a
tournument in California,

The lead changed hands seven times
in the first quarter before Prep went on
an t1-2 run. taking a 22-14 lead on
Povondra’s 3-point basket 37 seconds
nto the second period,

Millard West cut the deficit to 24-21
before Ruffin and Povondra combined
for the next |1 points. Ruffin. normally
d starter, finished with 13 points and
Povondra had 1. The Junior lay lead
eventually grew w0 20 points before
Milard West whittled it down.

“In the early part of the game. we
" want 1o wedr the opponent down." said
Creighton Prep Coach Reggie Morris,
“In the second quarter. we Rave to have
new guvs come in. They did such a
great job. They stepped right in. The
ench was very. very big for us,”

Millard West (1-3) made 9 of its first
18 field-goul attempts before going the

final 5:42 of the second quarter
without a basket, . os
The Wildcats committed five

S _ AENT SIEVERS/THE WORLD.HERALD
GIVE ME THAT: Creighton Prep's Damione Liddell, right, fights for a rebound
with Rob Morrissey of Miltard West on Thursday night. Prep brought down 15 of-
fensive rebounds in its 66-55 win.

wimovers during that time and missed
all four of their shots. Dan Bruce's free
throws with 1:28 left in the half ended
Prep’s 1 2-point run. .

“We're not-executing on offense lik

we need . vet.” said Millard West Robinson scored 13 of his game-high

Coach Rick Hook, *it's coming. but we
liave 1 get there. Really, the whole key
ix. had we rebounded better. we'd be
right in the ballgame.™

Prep owned a 36-26 rebounding
advantage. with the Junior Javs
grabbing 15 offensive rebounds.

Tiws -Adams led C reighton Prep
with nine rebounds. while six of Steve
Linbergs seven rebounds were on the
offensive end.

“We couldn't reboind well at all last
vear.” Morris said. *To go and get (15}
tnight, that's Just great. That's (15)
second-chance opportunities. We ask
them to do the small things: it's just an
:ffort thing.™

Millard " West switched to a [-3-1
tone defense in the second haif and
ittempted to pick up the pace.

But Prep’s lead grew until the
¥ildeats' “ Zac  Robinson hit a
ast-break laup off an Adam Stever
wsist with 2:20 left in the third quarier.
Che basket sparked a 24-13 Wildcat

un that taok the lead ta cinela dinie

25 Foims during the fourth quarter,
while Sean McLaughlin contributed a
pair _of 3-point~ baskets. Steyer
contributed six points and team-highs
of seven rebounds and four assists,

A quicker pace "gives us better looks
at the basket,” Hook said. It gets us
motivated. | felt we played hard.
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-Millard West 69, Om. North 62~
i Bruce scored 13 of his
gaméhish 23 El:)’mts in the first quarter
10 1ift Millard West.
Andrew Ebert added 15 points for
the-645 Wildcars, who may be without

leadinig scorer Zae Robisison for 1he !

Test OF the season, Rohinson learned
Friday that he has 2 fractured fibuia,
Omiaha North (0-10) pulied to within
three‘boints with a minute to play but
could not get closer as Dante Bogard,
wh6™finished with g team-high |8
© points. fouled out,

| ﬁ%ﬁ;gﬁggpg@zﬁrfeﬂﬁi. R

rt I,
mmgrstH Cudis, Hofisyd g, o 12

———

Om. South 49, Millard West 43
Clydell White scoreq seven of his |7
Onts in the fourth quarter as visitin
maha South (6.7) held off Millarg
West (7.6), '
Daniel Bruce scoreq 13 points for
Miilard West,
Cmaha Soutn (5, 0
e e
Lol ST 2o 2 e |

Bellevve East 79, Millurd West % |
John Vanderslice scored 30 points, |
including five 3-pointers, and Eddie |
Ceaser added 26 10 lead Bellevue Eagy.
The Chieftains (8-7) sank 10!
3-pointers for the game, :
Dan Bruce apd Jim Eddy scored i
points each to lead Miftard West, ,
lord Wes L4 ) IR 1¥ 27 i
YT sl . B 0

R
orri 7
sn;ér’?"’isbmim o Bruce ¥, McLavghim ¢

E.J.?%E‘?fm‘a,. vmsco . Mathews 1, Alston

Om. Bryan 60, Miltard West 34 0T

Kevin " Turger's three-point pla
broke a tie wirp | minute, 40 secon
left-in overtime an4 keyed the Bears 1o
the win, - I - -

Turner led Brvan with 13 points
whllqb tegmfnat,e Andy  Wilson
contributed IS5 points ang eight
rebounds, P &

Dan Bruce paced Millard West wity
! points,
m;é:é?_i?" t{»lﬂ ............... i
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* points

Om, Benson 63, Millard West 42
Arthur Boults scored 24 points and

abbed six rebounds and Cameron
llar scored 10 ang bauled in nine

rebounds to lead Nebraska Top 10 No.
a Benson,

The Bunnies (9-4), playing in the

Benson Garden, [ed 29-16at halfiime

against Millard West (7-7), which jost

both of its weekend games, {
AR A RO 3 18
g%nauzg:f %}Magr‘aé:"m e &

oparts 2, der E X
Boulfs 24, Ogbg gegwens 2 Parsons 2. Smith
gol s ioz.‘l,n Rmﬂgﬁmf . I..orl?rr 11?, gvil‘l:ﬁums 4“

——
! Om Contmie Millard West 54
Schyler Thomas scored |2 points, all
En thel second halg. tlggle‘gd Omaha
‘entral. He made 0 Iée throws
down the strerch, gl

Kris Kuhn added {1 points and
Dominique Johnson added 10, The
Eagles. 105, collected 22 offensive
rebounds, .

LDamic! Bruce paced Millard West

| with 13 points and Sean McLaughlin

added i2.
e 1 I
BRERRT ST 2 s e



HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Bruce Lifts Millard West to 46-42 Win

Daniel Bruce scored 15 of his
game-high 24 points in the fourth
quarter Monday mght to give host

Millard West a 46-4Z boys basketball
victory over Millard North.

Troy Grover had 12 points to lead
Mitlard North.

iﬂ: W‘srm‘ ‘?z"arm . iwg;.:?

E
e lfntsnm 7Y & eaoy & Bruce 24,

Lincoln East 62, Fremont 45
At Fremont, Neb, — Jesse Shaw
scored 13 of his 17 points in the first -
half to lead Lincoln East past Fremont.
Bryce Meyers scored 10 of his 17
points in the second quarter for the
winning Spartaos,

e 3 4N
'b-—L“ 7, Churchil 16 Busn 16, Mever 2,

uHmé

mice Ok, Northwest 47, Millard West 46
““”Omaha Northwest s Greg Stevenart

<3t the. winning basket with four
.,zqﬁéoonds to play.

et N =
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Millard West 68, Millard North 47
Millard West, which held Millard
North to four points in the second
uarter while taking a 30-15 lead, got
[ points from Andrew Ebert, 11 from
Sean McLaughlin and [0 from Adam

Stever. :
roy Grover scored 15 points for the
Mustangs, - i

{57 BRI e z :
e T g enfear
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BOYS DISTRICT BASKETBALL

. DISTRICT A-2 BOYS

Top-Ranked Southeast
Rolls Past Millard Wegt

BY STEVE BEIDECK
WORLD-HERALD CORRESPONDENT

It would be tough
Lincoln Southeast basket
‘wouid object - to moving next week’s
Ciass A" boys state basketball
toml'(nament from Lincoln to Qrnaha

Burke,

The Top 10 No. 1 Knights eamed a
second straight trip to the state tourney
( I'ght’s 94-61 rout of
Millard West in the District A2 final

with Monday

there,

And it was the third time this season
that Southeast rolled over a Meétro
Conference opponent at the Burke

On Jan. 12, Coach Jeff Smith's
Knights blasted then-No.2 Burke
on the Bulldog'

y

92
They returmed . Sagur
: 62-4“,7 i

A-2 semifinals

Southeast” will enter the state
tournament at the Bob Devan,
" Center in Lincoln with the C

seed and a 20-1 record,

The Knights' shredded Millard West
with 53 percent shooting (35 of 66) and
a smothering defense that never let the
9-12 Wildcats get closer

in the second half,

Just s
ability they have,”

The Knights are three wins away
from the “school's first-ever- state
championship in boys basketball,

It took Southeast fess than three -
minutes to build a 14-0 lead before an
estimated crowd of 700, Six different
players scored at least three points each
as the Knights took a 26-8 [ead, .

Four more players scored in- the

Win over Omaha Bryan in the

than 28 points-

“We told the kids they
work hard for 32 minut
Smith said, “and they really
to that. We have 10 seniors on thig .
team, and some of them should be
playinﬁomore than they are, but that

ws the kind  of leadership

Lty

second quarter as Southeast’s [ead ew
to 54—25’ at haiftime. Center Erix ohl
and forward Andrew Heckman both
scored 1 points and eventually led the
Kaights in scoring wien 18 and 16
points, respectively,

Three of the 6-foot-5 Kohls baskets
were 3-pointers from the top of the key.
Smith said it's not ypusyay for his
Lenter 1o hit a 3-pointer or two, but he
couldn’t recall Kohl, who led the
Knights with 18 points, ever making
t‘ou:l:I in one game,

“He’s a very versatile pjg er,” Smith
said, “We gdn‘t startp hl);n aSrgu t
Bryan because he wag injured” and
didn’t play in the last regular-season
game. Other kids starteq Stepping up
and hitting their shots ag wel,

Southeast made 13 of 15 39 3-point
attempts, with Kohi (4 of 6) and guard
Scott Wandzilak (3 of 3) leading the
way, The Knights’ largest lead was 37
points on three occasions in the thirg
quarter.

Wildcats Coach Rick Hook saig if
Southeast continues to play as well as jt
did against his team, it won't be hard
to figure out which team will win the
State championship next week,

M they shoot like that theres
1ol in five states that can beat
them,” Hook said, “They're a great
team, one of the best teams P've soon in
along time,”

Dan Bruce led the Wildcats with a

- game-high 19 points
litard
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