


BY STU POSPISIH.
LVARR WHEHTPR

Five scasoms have passed since @
Aetzo Conforence baskethall feam won
the € Fass A hovs state championstrip.

§omeotn Northeast wop four i g row
Puelore Oirand Inand clained the [992
croma s Lhe tournameni s Jowest seed.

Thi~ season's forecast is for the
chanmpionship o return to the Metre.

U cowldd be Bellevue West, which Tost
fow pluas from its state runner-up
teany O Millard West, which has
t-foot-9 Kile  Bakker, the only
returming Afl-Nebeaska plaver, who led
Class A in seoring at 240 points per
mn.;“.:_..

“I think thero will be a lot better
Rt othall 211 over the state in Class A.
jusl starting with our own conference.”
Mijlared West Coach Rick Hook suid.
e Metro will be a bog better. A ot
will lave betler feams, In Lincoln, 2l
the schoobs will b goed.™

Howk s Wilidears wall start the season
at Noo b in the Wortd-Herald
i Top 10,
iwh will plav a

fleflovany West,

much quicker style of offense thun
Mitlard West, is right behind. Coach
Doug Woodard's team returns six of
kst season's top nine players.

Lincoln High, with the threesome of
Rivhard Ross, Ty Graham and Jeremy
Parks, ranks third in the prescason.
Lincoln Southeast. Omaha Central,
Lincoln Northeast. Omaha Benson.
North  Platte and Grand  Island
complete the Top 10. Prep. Lincoln
Past and Omaha Westside are others
that could put together state-
{uurnament S¢asons.

The high school season hegins
tonight. Mitlard West opens with a
read game at Millard South. A new
event for opening weekend is the
Iuander Tipoff Classic in Grand
Istand, where Norfolk, Westside and
Millard North join the 1999 champions
in a two-day tournament that could
hecome a popular format as teams are
challenged to fitl schedules.

Prescason Mool teams in other
classes are Grand [sland Northwest in
Class B, Columbus Lakeview in Class
C-1. defending champion West Point
Central Cathotic in Class C-2.

defending champion Falls City Sacred
Heart in Class D-1 and defending
chumpion Loomis in Class D-2.

MI_LLARD WEST

W Coach: Rick Hook, fifth year.
1998-99: 14-7, state qualifier.

W Lettermen——Seniors: xﬁwm Bakker,
6-9; Ben Mussman, 6-3; Chis Septak,
6-5; Jason Johnson, 6-2. Juniors: Dan
Bruce, 6-2; Sean McLaughlin, 6-5; Jed
Hartigan, 6-1. : .
M Outlook: Great things are expected
from a team with height arnd shooters.
Georgia Tech baseball recruit Bakker
averaged 24.6 points and 8.8 rebounds
in an All-Nebraska season. Mussman,
Bruce and McLaughiin are expected to
start, with a wild card being sophomore
shooter Zac Robinson from Kearney.

. ————rn L

etro Expected to Regain Cro

W-H Boys
Basketball
Ratings

By Stu Pospisil

# Preseason rankings, with !

teams’ 1998-99 records and

final ranking $ast season:
Top 10
. 1998-99 Prv.
Team Record Rnk.

1. Millard West 14-7 1
2. Bellevue West 21-4 2
3. Lincoin High 11-9 NR
4. Columbus 15-7 5
5. Lincoln Southeast 12-8 NR
6.OmahaCentral 7-12 NR
7. Lincoin Northeast 16-7 4
8. Omaha Benson 10-10 NR
9. North Platte 7-12 NR
10. Grand Island 16-9 1




Basketball Teams Looking For
Big Things This Year

Skye Petersen

_The 1999-2000 season
s going to be 4 season of promise
and improvement for both boys
and girls Wildeat basketball
teams,

The boys team is
returning four starters, point
guard Matt Person is the only
regular starter 0 graduate from
last vear's team, and 13 lettermen.
The Wiidcats are returning
starting shooting guards junior
Dan Bruce, and senior Ben
Mussman. Junior forward Sean
MecLaughlin, who shared time on
the court with senior Chris
Sepiak, is.also returning at

high with the Wildeats, and they
are anxious to start the season,

“We have a ton of
wlent coming back, we should
be really good this year,” said
junior Jed Hartigan.

The girls' team is
also loaded with talent and
experience for the upcoming
season. Last year's leading
scorer, senior, Laura Ferguson
is coming back for a run at the
State tournament this year.
Senior point guard Kelli Lentz
and center Val Sluyter are
coming back, and junior
forward Kelli Parmenter is
also coming back.

forwand. Kyle Bakker, returning
All State and All Metro eenter,
will back to dominate the paint
again this year.

The boys team had a
record tast year of 14-4, but the
bitter taste of defeat from the
early exit from the State
tournament last year against
Columbus is still ftesh in many
of the retumer’s minds.

“Last year’s end was
very disappointing, but |
definitely think that we are going
ta be a force to be reckoned with
this year. We have a lot of talent,
and good tears chemistry,” said
Bakker

Excitement is running

“We have a lot of talent and
experience coming back for this
year. Iam really looking forward
to this season. It is time to put
Miitard West basketball on the
map.”

The combination of
talent and experience are getting
many Wildcats excited, but is
also raising expectations for this
year. The Wildcats are hoping
1o improve on their 11-7 regular
season mark.

“] amm very oprimistic
about this years team. We have
a lot of talent, and | will be
disappointed if we don'timprove
on last years record,” said girls
Hend Coach Kip Colony.

Ui orH
o Heck’s bnys team,
ranked No. 1 for the first time, went to

the final minute against the Indians

before winning the Metro Conference

season opener 65-36,

“1 thought our team handled all the

giﬁw

sitwations 1t faced very well.,” Hook
said. “We'll learn so much from this
day to Saturday o the rest of
December.”
. Congh. Kip Colony’s No.7
- the”doubleheader at Mil d

s;miﬁ, m& by a school-estimated

with-a 57-41 thory
by only three late in the

I_M ralinp came out”
RYE 's'ud ~*EF told: them.
over ik
because we're pl aying (the next team)
in the Class A ratings.

Millard West’s two :
— Georgia Tech basebalf recruit yle.r
Bakker ‘and Creighton University-
bound Laura Ferguson — picked up
whiere they ended last season.

Bakker, a 6-foot-9 returning
All-Nebraska selection in basketbail
and baseball, had 19 of his game-high
31 pomtsand six ofhmllrehaund&
after haiftime
M]l]:lard South lms; o

erguson som’ed 2 is té a
scoreless second Si‘ke g??;v‘en .
of the Wikicats” nine ﬁma&m
quarter.

eseculive

* Millard West's &Bvs never irailed
against the Indians, who lost their 19t
OVET WO 583085,

The Wildeats fed 30-24 at halftime
and dwhigf the lead on back-to-back
3-poitess by Dan Bruce and Ben

dussman o the second half, but
Coach Lamry Ribble's {ndmns never led
the margn grow beyond i3,

Millard South was within 49-42 on a
3-point play by 6-7 junior Rvan Curis
in the Fourth quarter. Millard West
came back with @ 7-pownt run on Sean
McLavghlin's basket off 4 Bukker
asalst, 4 steal und ba\lu,t bv Jed

Harugan and McLaughlin's tip- wit
4:40 l%ft ghlias tip- "
A J-pointer by Millard South’s Mart
Schieber with 1:04 left brought the
Indians within 61-55, Mussman made
two. pairs: of free throws to seal the

% unior. Adith Briéy. They cambined 1o
fock’ four of Baklery chisia: three in -
ﬂwﬁmha!fmmwwaiéaﬂz

&mtt&ﬁa&

%f up his ﬁmmh fout
mxdwa t the third quartet,
leamnmgthea ility of the Indians 10 -
put two defenders on Bakker when he
touched the ball:

“Af timies I thought we moved the
ball welt and rebounded pretty well,”
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* basketball team started the
season with a overall

six of twelve from the floor and
having three shots blocked.
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Basketball Teams Start Strong With Sx8s3 +38F_. L3735
1 - - e 2 mT T - o
Victories Over Indians and Tigers Y. EEEYS 355, 7% m
, . =r R~ v~ i T = = e RS
Bl Koer well and it showed on the - %g;-f 2&5&%'3@?55;%3 o
seoreboard,” said Lentz. TEE wg & ng: g B, gz E
The Millard West The boys team led g . g Z¥eod o 23s = m
boys basketball team from the get go, as senior Ben EPF FEogg ,&UQ 2.8z 2
fully defended its M K the tip off, poa SoRACEZEIE E 2
Buccess y defendeqg its ussmann teok tae tip off, was B oo mﬂ.mﬁgaﬁ 258 &
number one ranking through  fouled and converted the free w B E 22 7 2:1; © 4 g.’. £ g 2
. . - e : [=}
the first week, with & 65-56  throw for the three point play. oo 5 M g "3 = e P o ;‘_.,*g o
victory over Millard South The Indians kept it ﬁ @ 2 S P ;; o O §
and a 62-39 victory over close all night, by mriple teaming wg W ng a g g o g O
Fremont. and hacking Bakker down low. 58 T8 q%' g- R o
The girls  Bakker struggled early, making 232 2zaz <857 &
£
2
#i

ranking of seven and a Class
A ranking of six. It defeated
Class A number seven
Millard South 57-41, and
then defeated Fremont 42-
il

Both teams were
led it scoring by their go to
players, seniors Kyle Bakker
and Laura Ferguson. Bakker
-scored 31 points and had 17
rebounds against Mitlard
South, and had 16 points

With Bakker being
triple teamed down low,
sophomore Zac Robinson hit
two three pointers and added
another jumper for eight points
on the night.

West led by six at the
half 30-24. The Wildcats
started the third quarter withi &
9-2 run- that included a three
pointer by Mussmann and
junior Dan Bruce. The Indians
pulied within- seven at 49-42
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against Fremont. before junior Sean McLaughlin 2 3 g o g o b = ? & i @
Ferguson scored had a lay-up off an assist frony = i 3 Be g ga g8 g g 5'7 o
22 points against Millard Bakker, junior Jed Hartigan ‘g’_ St o d BB 585 -7 Q
South, despite sitting muck  stole a pass out front and took - P & E gug f; 3 E N’E
of the second querter dueto it in for the lay-up, and 5? HF5a 8B Eod 33F
foul trouble. She added 16 McLaughlin capped the run o & E‘.. B @ g: = g 4 g 5%
more the next night in the with a tip in off a missed shot, E5Sug wERm 225
victory over Fremont. The Indians had no S asay g g = 23 g E® c
With Ferguson on  answer for Bakker in the second £ e 2 § A8y g g_« =
the bench, the Wildcats half as he rattled off 19 peints 2_ E’,: E,:’ :1_ g e = 3 o8
found other means of and six boards. Fighting E 'E,é i E 5, AR £ LR =
scoring, including freshman  through double and triple teams "-?,' {%’ g8 TR a ] “g Zog
Catherine Anderson. Bakker continually converted )
Anderson scored all sevenof  on entry passes, and soon the F] g - g§§§§ segd D=z m
her points in the second Indians post players ran into nI1§ 38 ;QE 1 3 g 2;- o FREg 7
quarter, as the Wildcats took  foul trouble. P il ! g.i- &% o § S BEaT8
a 34-28 lead into the half. “I got some good gg % g Legn,8 4G w8 B Y
With a 43-35 lead looks at the basket the second 2 2fs L5932 T 5y
after three quarters, West half, and was fortuante enough "NE CReanga . SN g i
took over in the fourth to get some shots to fall. Early ég dopacEa 8 3 . § ®
quarter with a stingy press on I kind of struggled but 1 fw H83 ég 3 = os &
defense. Senior KelliLentz shook some rust off as the game we 8 -f:_:i =@ T 8z5
added eight points, and went along,” said Bakker. §§ FHELS a 8-
junior Kelli Parmenter Mussmann put the »a ;gggg ® 58 o m
scored seven, Indians away down the stretch g'm ‘; BRNW § 23
"It was great to sirking four free throws, to =L baoew L Rez

beat Millard South for the
first time. We played reslly

dash the hopes of an Indian
comeback.
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LOCAL SPORTS
BOYS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

0. 1 Wildcat:

WORLD-HERALD  Fioasy Do

wrolls

BY CLIFF BRUNMT
HCFLD-HERALD STAFE ARITER
(Omaha Creighton Prep’s baskethall
cam Musle more than a statement
Thursday night i its 74-57 win over
lop 10 No. T Millard West — it sent
UL 4 warnimg.

Bafbre a repi)ner—eﬂtuna{ed erowd of
200 at Millard West. the Junior Javs
ammered the stale’s op-ranked feam
vith 1 roster that includes seven jumors
i three suphomores.

The unrasiked Juaior Javs went T2
dsi vear.

“For where we've cume from, we
fon’t put 4 1ot in ratings.” firsi-vear
-ouch Reggie Morris said. “But when
fé!u T8 ldlkmg shout somebody being
ol
vin. it proves; i yoF: go out
sructice tard and pig
.hmgsw&lla'

3layed at key. pﬂfﬁﬁa‘i f

So Jed the
way with B points — seven i the first
quarter and seven it the fourth. Senior
ric Thompson: scored-13 gmms and
junior mes Adarms added |

“Evervbody just eume in and did
what thev were supposed 1o do”
Muorris said..

Prep took control of the game in the
sweond  guarier.  Adams “scored siX
puinis in the period as the Junior Jays
connected. on & of. 16 shots from the
field and took a 3831 halftime lead,

Junigr guard James Berry hit two

valn:m eurly in the thrrdqlmﬁer

and Kourtind Jimmerson and Jee
Pietro. came off the bench to hit 3s in
he. period — with Pletro’s basket
giving Prep-a 5444 Jead at the end of
the quarter.

MiHard West never got closer than
1 points in the fourth quarter. Prep
stopped the Wildeats” comeback hopes
by forcing cight turnovers in the final
period. -

Returning All-Nebraska first-teamer
Kole Bakker, West's o- lovl- 9 post

lver, scored 4 game-hagh 23 pomts,
including 1% m the second hatf He
curned every point  because  Prep
switched 6-8 sophomore Roy Enright

and the aglle 64, 270-pound Adamson
. For a young teamy that's ugg him :

‘Wildeats play L

Saiurday _

“en ath!etm You. d6R'E: Wi
every * Hook: said:, _ehveeb
come.

k sta_\f foeﬁseef amt}’aﬁi fo:

West cannot dwﬁ‘ .%_ its: WT'E% :
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Lincoln — Linc. = N 4al’s funs

Hansen handed orow N

Cillagd Wost il second 1083 o e

wagk, making a 12-foot shol at [ht:
buzzer Sawrdiy might 1o give the 5o,
Rockais 3 6260 victory,

Millard West {2-2) Tad rallied from a
14-point fourth-quarter deficit to forge
a 660 te on Sesn Mguugnim $
busker with 7.5 seconds left.

Northeast (3-0) took a timeout with
32 sﬁwﬁdﬁ left. With Kyle Bakker —
Mitlast ~“ West’s  6-foot-8  cepfer -
guardime e mbounds passer. the
Rockets got the ball to Hagnsen.

"‘.I L‘d have time to take 2

7 Hansen said: N{}L‘i}é

few
m posed to go to Jimmy
' s covered.”

-~ Hagsen had I5 poins, with Mow

’.%admg the* Rockets with 6 points.

Motz also ded Bakker the entire

“pamie. Backup forward Matt Eybel
- added 11 pomts, Coach Chip Bahe's
sgansabot 30 percent on 3-pomters (13
efzs),,,

“We: plaved excellent haskethall.”
w2aid. “Millard West then showed
4t Ciiaracter they have in thewr athletic
gzogm seratching and clawing to get

ﬂétgs qulgme of our 13 ,
hasmget Buys

the%eadaﬂé

i

g‘gf_h@(et it &?ﬁal&i‘i of thefirs:
s W just Imked ciunmy out there”“-
“Ho8k. faid. “How we came back, we

dope: is the springboard to
ﬁE&rstandmg that's how we have to

Ay 1f we play like that, we're going to

tpmple

Hansen gave Northeast its lar est
teacr it 5743 with 4:28 left.
Who, had game highs of 29 points dlld
#me rehounds, scored the next six
pomts and added another basket 1o the

R

Pmp Coach Rx&ﬁw& saw mﬁ&a@f-
Alizne as (e Wiltdeats trailed Me2% =
ime, The Wildeats scored: 'uﬂ; ,

= 3
L
comeback.

“You have 1o experiment
sometimes,” Bake said “With the
ball-handlers we have, we thopght we
could hold the ball. get a few easy
baskets of go to the free-throw line. We
just happened to miss three
one-and-ones.”

MH‘MWQSH . 1 1
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Harusen lifis
g{%%ﬂ% past

ots ir;rprw&el to 30 while the No. 2
Wildeats droppad to -4,

“It's a set play, a regular cut-of:
bounds play. They got to Jimmy
{Motz). so then I get the ball 1
curled. look a few dribbles and
shot,” za1d Hansen, who finished the
game with 14 pointy, *1 knew | bag
the time to take a few dribbles and
get a decent shot. T was leaning s b,
but | feit it was from the min-

with a three-pointer, .and: after

McLayghlin tied the game off a feed
ﬁ? Zac Robinson with six seconds
s

“Barly in the year, you do some
expetimenting. When we got the big
lead, | had a chodce,” said Northeast
€oach Chip Bahe. *You can continue
to attack. Or, with the ball handlers
we-bave, | thought we could take
some time off the clock. It backfired
because we just happened to miss
three one-and-one free throw oppor-
tunities. It's a catch 22 and it got
close,.

*But we played excellent basket-
balk. Mlﬂm'd West showed their
character and scratched and clawed
their way back in. I'm awfal proud
of all 13 of my guys.”

Svendsen made one free throw,

The Rockets siveiched a ooe
point lead ai the epd of the first
quarterm%ﬁ#&aﬁﬁnﬁ,mgﬂ-
o Wm by

-frén

?’ A
somye wide-open threes,” said Mill-
ard West Coach Rick Hook “We
knew thev all would shoot threes,
but we didnt know they'd hit that
many. They were at home and it was
a good alinosphere.

“Rerause of that, we didn't know
wha would get the ball on the last
play. We put Kyle on the inbounds
pass hoping he could tip the bail ]
dow’t know how they ran that cur!
and got a perfect catch.”

Motz lsd the Hockets with 6
poinis apd Bybel added 11. North-
et M the laller Wild-
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LOCAL SPORTS

Unranked Burke

13y Hirt

el opattesnt

Db Borke™s start Thursday night

ity sanne s Millard West mirrored
ity Budldogs” ontire December,

[ s adl gerodd

Bske seered the game’s first 10
s, led 22 a mmnoie Mo the
aend puriesd. amd neve traaled inoa
21U win beiore a crowd estimated by
Midiard West oflierds ai LA

Mo Bulldogs, wnranked . in The
Woorhd-Hur prescuson  ratings,
supreved fe 542 while preseason No.
Aitlard Woest dropped o 223 waih its
thard siraight Joss

~Thase kids in 1he locker room, they
crrne oul an diay one and they™ve been
worling theit frils off said Bulldog
Civnh Chary Lrancr. who had @
wplice Four produated srrters this
wasen CDueopvbody s contributing,
Wt Iy very unselfish attiude,
and D &nlaie having fun withat”

T

W

"

HiGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Four different Bulldogs scored
baskets in the game’s initial (hree
minutes, They made five of their first
six shots.

Tola Dada scored six [irst-quarter

oints, Jason Dowurisseau and Dan
~und each hit 3-pointers, and Marc
Violett made two baskets.

“The kids are coming oul with
confidence.” Graner sad. “They're
getting ‘good shots and  fecling
comfortable shooting the ball. They're
doing it out of nice ball movement.
Thev don't care who shoots it.”

Millare West committed 12 first-half
turnovers and shot just 27 percent from
the floor. While Buske concentraied ils
defense on 6-foot-9 Kyle Bakker, who
atternpled only two first-half shots, the
Wildcats could make just | of 12
first-haif 3-point attempts..

But Millard West cut the fead to
three points, 32-29, six minutes into the
second hall on a 15-2 run (hat ended
with a three-point play and 3-pointer

by Zac Robinson. Burke missed 15 of
t7 third-quarter shots. . .
Turnovers at inopportune.  times
prevented Millard West from getting
any closer than five points during the
fourth quarter. .
“We kind of lost our patience most
af the game.” said West Coach Rick
Hook. "We get going 100 fast. We close
the gap. batlle back, scraich, claw.
That's when you have to get at least 2

Rolls Past Millard West

: M.w%n they did't g0 in ke they did

shot cvery possession. We don’t cherish

the Tall right now.™

Bakker scored seven points in the
third quarter and finished with a
tcanr-high 15. Robinson scored nine,
while Dan Bruce had eight. ‘

The Bulldogs went back o Dada in
the final period, and the 6-6 seénior
responded with nine of his game-high
20 points, He did not score m the third

n_S:m_.. g well all mr
“He played very night,”
Graner said. “He needed to touch the

bail again. We got good looks the third

first hal

“We were able to scrap enough to
‘mnaintain and right the ship.”

Both teams return to action Saturday
in the Metro Conference tournament.
Hook is not concerned about the
confidence leve! of his club. despite the
three straight losses.

“I think we have confidence, we just
have to show it and play with it more.”
he said.

WM 4 1852
At Miflerd .2 1217 1—a
ﬂ..ow.lno_dq Nouder 0-1 00 0, Molt Gramer 1-4 0-0 3,

orcos RHey 1-t 00 2, Dorren Hoffar? 0.0 0-0 0, Jert
Hansen &2 00 0. Jason Dourisseay 13 0-1 3, Maorc
Violstl 3-10 2-4 9, Tom Kealy 2-2 01 4, Dan Luna 3-10

¢2.7. Chris Daseoin 23 00 4 Tola Dada 915 23 20.
Hartigen 0-1 0-0.0, Jason Jornson 0-0 00
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Villard ‘west ), Northwest 44
N rd Woar 5 3 :
weo-mnme fosing sireak as & ":ia_\r
All-Nebraska center Kyle Bakier v
20 points, on %ui-12 shooting, and
nine rebounds.
The Wildeats scored the game’s first
10 points, but Morthwest (-3} trailed

only 23-21 at halftime. Marcus
Lawson's 10 points led the Huskies,
M e e 1 % =8
a‘“ﬁﬁg“ﬁa‘fw H ”“":é? S

kerg- 3% ¢ Tous 208

iln T

&* %*;%

- nltke Lm:‘ LETA
|otonights Mews Cond
basketball vemifin. Mioars
el WIN S gquaarterionag g Fusday
\MU HET
“The Wildeats 14-3} held Omaha
enson scoreless  for nearlv  four
utes of the fourjh quarter. turning a
50 deficit imo 1 5954 lead. for a
7-63. quarterfingl victory at the
nivérsily of Nebraska at Omaha's
app Fleldhouse.
On seven possessions in- those four
inutes, Bensor Coach Terry Shelsta’s
- had multiple shots three times
¥ hud only twe winovers.
. “V%Eh&é pood looks at the basket
‘shoth at-the basket,” Shelstz
“l don't kaow if' it was our leps
: m@ tired of that they're pretty big
wside. [howasn't that we were doing
ything different on oifense or they
ing anything different. The shots just
wn't go down.”
Millard West Coach Rick Hook
E@uld like o think that his rebounders

R

ad some partin the Jry spell. ailowing

is Wildeats 0 gdvance o wonight's 3

clock semifingl againt undezuted

aha Westside.

“We were giving up too many
ebounds. not hitting the defensive
glass hard enough,” Hook said “We
jarped and harped that you have: ta.
; ,Benson -off the bﬁmw

Routh. .
The da &sdree&lb ofs;x ganiés

h.m. The semifinals of the Metro’s girls
and 4:30 p.n
ftudents: deafs five games drew

%3) wih 2 . S<point

ddn#ist ‘of two Zac Robinson
aﬁé Ffﬁe Bakker 3-point

76-5¢: . West (S0)
olled to & 95~52’;W.:t0:} QVE M@é;
begins with consolation games at11:15 7
ournament wiff be played at 2:45 p.omv.
Adnssion is $4-for adults-and $’3f§i'"
frowds. - that" Eaumamea& officials’




BY ~i1 POSPINII

Tonizhe s ~emifinals o e Metro
Cotiference  buvs  basizibill
wurnament mark the fisi lme s
decade that throe of the final four
eams are undefiated.

Bellevue West i3-0) will play Omaha
Burke 17-0) at 6: {3 at the University of
Nebraska at. Omaha’s Sap ‘P Fieldhouse.
Al § Omaha Westaide 1700 will take
on preseason No. 1 Millard West (4-3).

“Then. are four real good teams
left.” Westside Coach Din Schinzel
saidd Tuesday night. "Burke is playing
sowell,”

A Westside win would provide the
first finals matchup of undefeated
teams
Omaha Creighton Prep for the title it
1990-91.

“We must figure out how 1o step
Kvle Bakker.” Schinzel said, referring
o Millard Wests  6-loot-9  senior
center. “I'm not alone. There's 13 other
coaches i the Meto trving to figure
that out”

since Omaha Benson  beat

Bakker had 16 pomts and 1
rebounds i g A7-03 vielsvy  over
Benson, tw clasest of Tussdav's four
Juartertinals,

*Cumeron Loflar 1o Benson) is a
laver.” Schinzel said. “He Jid a mice
b on Bakker. T thought Bemon
plaved Millard West vers well.

“Millard West's perimeter plavers
are plaving better than at the
heginning. Zac Robinson is gaining
confidence. und Dan Bruce is playing
wel] for them.”

Westside staved undefeated with a
77-33 victory over Omuha South, Burke
defeated Omaha Central 76-5] and
Ballevue West rolled to a 95-52 victory
over Millard South,

Admission is 34 (oe-adults and $3Tof

students. Tuesdays five games drew
crowds  that tourmament officials
esfimted at 4,100,

Millard West held Benson scoreless
for nearly four minutes of the fourth
quarter. turning a 34-30 deficit into o

See METRD BHYE Page 29

1In Sernifinals

4
[Cantirued from Page 27

"9-\4 lead.

" On seven possessions in those four
“munutes. Benson Coach Terry Shelstas
ream had muluple shots ihree times
-and had oniy two tumovers.

“We had’ zood Tooks at (he basket
:ad good shots at the basker” Shelata

said. 1 don't know if it was our lsag
‘e tired or that they're preity big
«g'%[e'g It wasn't that we were doing
ranything differently on offense or they
idomg anything dnﬂerentlv The shois
lju.sldldnt go down.”

’ Milard West Coach Rick Hook

iwould like to think that his reboundiers

thad some part in the dry spell

[' “We were giving up 00 Thany

:mﬁa not hmm%{ Ehe defensive
hard enough,” Hook S&iﬁi “We

&fﬁé and ha that vou have o
lkeep Benson oftrggf.iMardb That's how
-they got the four-point lead.

U YIf we check owt and get the
]bmketbail we're fine, And w did a
ibetter job in that stretch.”

| Millarg West:took the lead for good
iwnii A ﬁve-gemt flurcy consisting of
tw: Robinsaité free: throws and a

Aftéra. nmemm Benson had Ogba
¢ mi:ﬁe final free throw. It

ﬁmd} with  Sean McLaughlin

rebouniding-and:- making the second of
twa free: throws to put the game out of

reach
- Bruce had 14 Yomts Robinson 12
and Adanm Steyer 10

: Arthur Boults’ 9 pomts and 10
.nebounds led Bensos, which got 15

ints- from junior guard Lamar Latin
from off the bench. Franceini finished
iwith 11 points;

Nﬁﬁ% ETT e
'xff%”“* “

[ nlcui %gé T%I’Wakk



Nlbard West 82, Ont, Wesiside 43

Mallard West cont-ihited %0 Omaha
Wegtside's 233 peroeat sionting. The
W:lfréurx were b of o from the Deld,

“The hust time wy <hio! that pmrl\,
wits whent we plased them tast &-.ar
Westsiie ¢oach Dan Schinzet” said,
Thﬂ? did a woud job of tuking shots
dwiv.

The Wildears EL)OK control of the
game in the second guarter, Scoring
seven straight points for their Ffrst
10-point lead of the night. Adam Stever
had five of his seven points and Kvle
Bakker two of his game-high 27 points,
The 6-9 Bakker also had a game-high
15 rebounds.

*| said it last night and I'll say it
again. Adam blever lavs harder than
anybody,” Hook ‘said. “He plavs every
minute i practice hard and every
minute ip a game. 1f evervbody would
follow suit, we'd make it l(mk easy.

“Tonight. our defense got after itand
we pﬂund:.d the L'Lm That's two
things we did eutmmdmﬂ and we'll
need to do it #gain .lLdu'lst Bellevue
West,”

Millard West owned a  46-27
advantage in rebounds, helping to
overcome 20 turaovers.

Westside (7-1) was Witlf_iin-, 37-30
early in the fourth
smrmgleader Dawd

: Bakker.

m@- !:-uum...,...,ﬁ,.
:‘%ﬁ“sw?mmﬁ kg

nsl'méd:t &) & Robinson M 787, Brues
R AT

1 %Rk “un“r‘.‘ﬁ?‘?%‘”““' '

Features

No. 1 Against No.

BY STU POSPISIL
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
Millard West and Bellevue West
have upheld their preseason billin
making it to tonight’s finals o the

Metro Confermec boys basketball

West Second in The World-Herald's
Eémascn Top 10 ratings. Bellevue
a5t is undefeated after 51X games, but
Millard West is 5-3.
The Wildcats won their fisst two
tes. then lost the next three. They
ost by 17 points at home apainst
Omaha Creighton Prcp by 2 at Lincoln
Noriheast and by 9 me against
om Bnrkm




By 5TL POSPISIL
oA o-HERALD STAFF #BITER
Bellevue West's  starters took 4
well-deserved break for the fimal 5%
minutes of Thursday night’s Metro
Conference bms baskerball
champtonship game.

They had turned the final &gamst :

Millard West into a vawner, scoring e
first 18 points and 28 of the first 30 m a-

72.54 victory over The World-Herald's -

preseason  No. 1 team ~for. the
. Thunderbirds’ second strazgh: Metro

title.

“Coach wanted us from the opening

gun to jump on them, play like we were

. Behind all the time.” said senior Zach

Fortune, whose 27 points included a
12-paint first guarter.

Fortune said Bellevoe West
considerad its situation entering the
final differently than last scason before
the Class A state-championship game.
Fhe Thunderbirds, he said,

rémembered how they thought the state.
title was: -theirs aﬁer & m&mﬂm@g

cats

undefeated Onaha Burke.

“That helped us come out here with a
mué:h better mental focus,” Famms
5ai

West (7-0) is the first team to repeat.
as Metro champion since Omaha Burke
won m the 1994-95 ami IMi

32850
A ctawé of ” Z&EF 1
tournament-sstimated”

rmout of 3,600;. watﬂﬁéﬁﬁbﬁ%#‘ .

at the University. of Nebraska.
Omaha’s! Fie dhnm s
Belleviz, West dtﬁn‘%eveﬁmms i

its best full-court pr%&# to-rattle the.
Wildcats’ hopes i their first Metre®
finals-appearance..

1 conida’t ask for much more”
PBellevuz West Coach Doug Woodard
said. “They missed some easy shots. t¢
be honest, but T think our defense got
w them. The first quarter, we cant
play much better than that.”

The Thunderbxr?’s hei:lilMﬂ!afd Wed
scoreless. on s first possession.
whﬁeﬂg}'s@redoneigiﬁ:f o

© zone.”

ops Millard W
To Win Tourney
Continugd fom Page 23
into e mid-205 The 6-foor-2 senjer
Aad 03 3 o s three tournamens
FHITIES.

“He was in g Lttle bit of a \hﬂutma

Woodard  said, Espe.x.uuv

‘éfednasda}, Bight against Burke, when
we didn’t have anybody else to help, ™

Millard West's 6-9 center, retirning
All-Nebraska senior Kyle Bakker, had
wiftimal ipact on  the fist half
Bakker missed two ﬁrst-quaner shots
and had rwo free thmws and a basker

He finisked w;th a team-high |7
ints, making his last six shois, byt
& seasoa-low three rebounds.

“‘;!ze Just tried to pressite . thenr

- people and_not ’31 -ihem
%d vision to stip it inside,” Woodard
said. “He's a great high-school plaver,

. one who's going to score ahout every

fime he gets the ball.”

Millard West was | of |3 from the
field in the first quarter. 19 of 31 after
that. ‘

“We have to find 2 wav 0 sCore
more points on second Shots  and
control the same better,” Wildcars

. Coach Rick ﬁook_ said. “Thev're not

lnl’\frq
o2, F rru

A

b 'S’th: :-%:r;v!
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Buvs Take Secoi ce

Wildcats Ai
Bellevue W

BY 5TU POSPISIL
WORLE VERME STAFT WRITER

Miltard West gets another chance
tonight,
beat:

s time at home, 1o try to
lgst. unbeaten boys

upte ace,”
PSaid Bellevue
Levinson: “We't

maintain our intensity level. T don't:
think we showed much of our
defense. Millard West missed some
early ahots and we were able to run

that way.”

OmaKa radio station ESPN (1620
AM) will' broadcast the Metro
Conference game, beginning with a
T pm show.

Nd.3. Burke (7-1) has a
pait” of - interesting weekend

Bill Knyst

Sports Editor

Millard West got back on rack
last weckend with 4 sccond-place finish
in the Metro Holiday Tournament, West
way defeated in the finals by number-one
ranked Belevue West, but defeated
previously unbeaten Westside in the sermi-
finais and Omaha Benson in the quarter
final. ]

The Wildcats held Westside to
23 percent shooting, which was its worst
percentage since last years game with

m to Snap

est Streak

ascignments. plaving host tonight to
Omaha Creghton Prep (241 and
plaving Omaha Ceritral (4-3)
Saturday night at Nomis Middle
School. Roy Earight, a 6-foot-8
sophomore ‘who was starting, for
Prep. has enrolled at Buske,
turday night's’ sehedule al
includes a par o

well, The Thunderbirds:were i -

s gimilar situation last year, when'

ions and

they. were Metro ¢h
) e before

won their first 16 games
!using.-

“We don't have to win aﬂuia;s -
games, but we want o play well by
the end of the se&g:and it 4
districts,” Woodard said.

Bellevue West's offense has yet to
fully click, although the
Thunderhirds lead Cliss A m
seoring Withe & 7T8-pomt average,
Zach Fortune, who averaged 27.3
peints in three Metro toumnament
games, is their scoring leader.

West, The Wilde gy s - -

game it second Quariis i . -aen
poni i, which incloded fove q )
junior Adam Steyer any two of et
Kyle Bakker's 277 R

A “That vun erety much distanced ©
us from them e rest of the zame. They
uot close agn i the fourth, hot we ok
care of busiiess | cawd Bakker,

' West held a 31-22 leud at half
time and Westside pylled 10 within seven
betore the Wildcats went on another run.

The Wildears seated the deal
when Bakker converted on g threo-paint
play, fouling our Westside senior David
Goeschel. With the free throw ihe
Wildeats wok & 47-35 fead and the aame
ended with the final score pf 6243, Wesr -
out rebounded the Warriors 46-27 to offser
20 tumovers.

) The Wildcats had a tugher time
in the guarterfinal though, ultling out a
four point YICIory over Omaha Benson.

The Wildcats trailed 54-30 then
held the Bunnics scoretess fur nearly four
minutes to take & 59-54 lead. The Bumnies
had numerous second and third chances
during the dry spell but were enable to
convert.

) “We gave up some easy hoards
in that stretch but they couida’t knock the
second shots down. We fid 1 wood job of
shutting t}lem down so we could take the
lead fate in the game. It was a good win
to get, they aren’t a bad team.” said
Bakker.

Millard West and Benson each
had 14 turnovers and 33 rebounds.

. Bakker led the way for the
Wildcats scoring 16 points and grabbing
11 rebounds. Junior Dan Bruce chipped -
in 4 points to help the Wildcat cause.

... West played Bellevue West
again Friday but results were not available
as of press time,




West and  Lincoln

M ast have emerged as the last
a e eams in Class A, but their
i ponents are out this week for
T 4

o 10 Moo b Beflevae West (7-0)

Mo, T Millard West (5-4) on
Friday might. two davs after No. 2
& (70 visis Ne, 4 Lincoln

o West won the Metro
= tourpament with a 72-54
rirl the  Wildeats.  Northeast
defeated  Fast T2 o clm  the
Linwedn Publie Schools irvitalional on
fhe Rev kers” home flocer,

Methand West will be the first of thres
vemwoutiny road  games  against
ey opponents for Bellevue West,
which for games Jan, 14 at 4-3 Omaha
Copnal iplaved at MNopris  Middle
Schoolr 2nd Jam 15 at 4-3 Omaha
Benon

The Thenderbirds” %.m.:w:m scheduie
was i demanding, Their first five
parnce were apaindl lewms that remain
winlow ur bave weown Just once. They
wynl bty wire with Omaha Burke in
the Metroo serufinals, winning 54-52,
befere Wlistimg Millard West with &
AR-2 sen o the conderence fithe game

Top 10/Class A

g

1. Bellevire West
2. Limooin NE

3. Omaha Burke
4, Linenin East
8, Columbus

5. Lincoin SE
7. Millard Wast

. 8. Om. Wasisids
© 8 North Plefle
10, Lincoln High

TReaiad
Y ]

%

.
@

that easily clinched =
charmionship,

“It’s not the end-afl. be-all for the
rest of the season.” Bellevue West
Coach Doug Woodard said.

Bellevue West only gave a srnall taste
of #s full-court pressure

repeat

to Millard

start 640018 Ditimy Lund and
6:6 Tola Dada and 68 jodor Chris
DeSpiir: comes 0ff the bench. -

Lincoln East (5-1) reached the
Lincoln finals with a 2l1-point
comeback to edge No. 9 North Platte
56-53.

Mo, 5 Columbus (6-1) has won six
striight since an opening loss to
Lincoln High. The butk of the
Discoverers” schedule stréngth lies in
the final month of the regular season.

No.6 Lincoln Southeast (5-2)
avenged ome loss by beating North
Platte 81-74 for third place in Lincoin.
The Knights alsd own wins against

reseason-rated Benson and Grand
sland.

Preseason No. 1 Millard West falls
to. seventh. The streaky Wildeats
opened with two wins, lost their next
three games, won three straight at
Metro and then bombed out against
Bellevue West.

M Top gamés this week —
Wed » Lincoin NE at Lincoln
East, 8. ay: Bellevue West at
Millard West, 7:15; Columbus at Grand
¥eland, B: Om. Creighton Prep at Om.
Burke, 7:15. Satwday: Noith Platte at
Lincatn High, 7; CB A Lincoln at Lingoln
S€, 7: Om. Burke vs. Om. Central, 7:15
at Nomis Middie School.




bvowas a rematch of the Metro
fonderenpe  lolirnament Tinal,

Peoitevne West w7354

er

Thuﬁé

birds Avoid Early

i Lonhed Bellevie  Wesi

team ook Mo,
+ bhest shiol
4 knockowt in & To-63
shil i hdillard West High

then

which
S eight days
sy Ner opening up oo 282 kead cardy.
Wotvae West Ceozch  Doug

Woddard séi ¢ thoufht it Would be a

difficuit gaine. »
“We're vory |
get a win,"” hé ‘sl

bl o
et edn

b g to gt
oy bt st oty when

¥0u just Ddar sbrighisey,
o cbime righit back anG
their homs| ﬂ&h__ ,

Millard Wt Wit ofF % 1

- Bellevbe West

i
o ol b

Bt ou Teve
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t points i e divd iriét as the

e right tock and

| outdborsd Millsdt West 2310 in the

S_Qﬁ% g, Come B2

ildcats

Knock Out W

Skye Polerson

Swssm defense forced the Wildcats inte
of their 22 turnovers, and leading scorer

get one shot off.

the Wildcats trailing by one point

yle Bakker did not

K
Leavin
ai the

Assistant Opinions Editor

eat of the half,

The number scvin ranked Miltard
‘West boys busketball tesin put up a valiant
ni,
Weat, losm|
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game,
ted to play
other shot

g 76-63.
T2-54.

Criampronship

wax 2 rematch of the
which the Wildcats also lost

gaipe
“We were really exci

fight last Friday
ranked Bellevus
The
Toarmamert
them again, | personally wanted an

Holiday

- gt themn after the way we played in the

second quarter to take a 3
lead. Alo in the s
- Bellevue West's pressuié
nine turmovers and did
Bakker, the Witdeatd®
and leading scorer, a shot

the field.

Wouodard said it was #

plan.

“When they turn it-oved;
balt cut of his hands;”: Wi

“He can only get the ball i}

»

it w him.

It was definetly his

“Muss played really well.

¥

best game so far this year,

18 points, |1 rebound, and:

| 8 of his team

toa 17

in the fisst

well. Hwas

’&'M” B i .
different

g &

» said senior K:

B Wikt &
Fof the
best Zame

“Miass played
The second

’ quaricr was a
story for the Wildcats. Bellevoe West's

m@w‘
dded Buker

A "Bellevue West
. ,_,.,,_ - n. % ’ .Wmﬂmmﬁ.<.—n~0«% .
< s wea Over Wildcats
, arbo- e | Cofitinued from Page 39
ineriod. but it was too [ate. Tyl
period : ith,
Mitd Vol ol o

point range. . -

in added 14.

soints in what Hook-salied hié-t
Eamte of the season. Balkket

with 18 points, 11
blocks.

. Miltzrd West's Massiticin

.
e .

B T

T,

ch Fortaoe led four Bellevae West
mag ‘doublé figures_with 416
is.} He hit just. thee of |3 shots
, field, biatsnailed nine of 7Ll

g . ik Freg a:ﬂ-uﬁr
e

Have a: Joli of weapbrisiT.

3 i Toar

rebounds and' fjve!
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Cirand Foland's 7-4 record probably I Nortl n:..ﬁ:.hﬁ._m. Qg.mﬁn. ,pmng w_n.w
s phenet ol the pace most could have § B felt . s.mmw wis so  any place in the zome, he shioots it vety
r _ for the retorning Class A oYE
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Cobrabws B0-51  end dnrahked | 3. Lincoln East 71 B350 ) _ A, North Platte  6-2 juniof, the © ent's best

frdsmes 7740 10 match the start to #. Lindaln NE 72 7262 i6: Links 2. notch up o ninth £ . def P Mike
e Islands 1998-99 seagon. That - |- 5 Lincoin SE 72 8352 otch.gp o ninth  for a defensive  assignment.
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dioppimg o §-8, before wianing the | 8. Columbus 62 5965 offséason. and Oman said summer
frisi woven games fo be  State 9. Linéetn High Tz 2e basketball helped his confidence.
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Millard West Erases Deficit,

Knocks Off Westside in O

BY STEVE BEIDECK
WORALD-HERALD CORRESPONDENT
Almost down for the count, Millard
West erased a 19-point first-half deficit
Thursday night to earn a thrilling 69-63
Metro Conference bovs basketball
overtime victory over Omaha Westside,
Coach Rick Hook's Wildeats traiked

19-4 un the first quarter and 35-16 late

in the first half before they began to
whittle away at Westside (9-2). Hook

said he chaflenged his 65 toam at the -
half. ]

“We were a step stow thé
half,” Hook said; “We: %

eight points off thé
h‘flmmm

scoring from both nmd&aud wﬁ#

Westside slowed down Millard:West ~ gt
center K%IﬁeBakker in the firsE 1§

.Tech basehall

recruit scored just ﬁma points’ g,?g

minutes
Eztl}_ed down.five rebounds iz the

Forward Chris Smart Tept it
check early, and he- alse- helped- the

Warriots build their ﬁ:sl-quarter bulge
with seven points, Guard David
Goeschel, who led all scorers with 26
points on 3-0f-24 shooting, made. wo
of his six 3-point shots in the opening
quarier. -

Westside's 19-8 lead steadily grew
throughout most of the second
and réached 19 pomnts for the first time
at 33-14 on a layup by Tyler Hamsen.
The Wildcats then. hiad an 84 run ig
the final. .’%jzef thee; fiest: Ball to-cot

alone under the Westslde basket three

times for layups as Millard West_

continued  to. methodically  reduce
Westside's kead.
Millard West. never had a fead in
,and the Wildcats didn't get
their figst tie since 4-4 until Bakker
made a pair of free throws with 13
seconds to play 10 even the score a
31-57. Bat the Wﬁgga‘;s didn't waste
zmy titne gsma the lead in Overtime.
layup by ﬁakker ut the Wildeats
%ﬂd 50-5723 RO Qvertime,
‘cataide briefly regained the lead at
53 m - Ben

by Jason




HARD TO CONTROR: Millard West's Bea Musstnann, left, can't stop Omaha Westskde's David Goesehel, No. 33, from seor-
ing two ofhis gape-lligh 26 ot Misssane had 12 rebousds o el the Wiklcats rally forthe overtime victory.




PHIL JOHNSON/THE WORLDBMERALRD

Bakker, Millard Wost Overcome Wastsids

Mitlard West’s Kyle Bakker, left, comupshoﬂmhisaw'mbkxkashmbyémahaWﬁmde’sBreu
who scored on the play during Thursday night's high schoot basketball game at Westside, With the helpofBakkersz4
poiits and 14 MﬂlardWestralMﬂmal%pomtdeﬁc&tfmaMovenmwmry Story, Page27.




Mussmann Power

Millard West Bzfsys

Ben M\ussinann scored 12
Saturduy night to lead Millard
a $4-47 win over viziting Omaha. Naﬁh

Justin Albrech! and Fred Starks led
Dmaha North with. 17 and' 14 points,

VE it

"\

Seves OF '?ags t: Ne.4 Lincoln
Nmﬁ%%s first T¥ gdm have been
- pertid - with another
twar‘i‘ - 10 teams- makmgﬂsﬁs this
wgeken to Ed Johinson Gya.

-The Rockels play host F;'tday f
to N & Colombus, (7-2) anid Satur
m?& to - No. 10 Omaha Wesiside
(18-2). Baéthgmﬁeshm‘e'[}[}pm_

. tipoffs.
Meortheast avoided its [first
thfee-o me losing streak since the

199192 season with & 78-61 victory
Friday st Class B Hastings' following
fosses the previous week to No.§
Lincoln East and Kansas 6-A power
Emporia.

Coach Chip Bahe's team improved
!&9~2 with Saturday’s 58-37 home win

; o § d. Island. The
gmen 6-foot-4 jumior-

continte to be 1.2 in The Top 10

Friday  to: 37 Omaha
Ommiha' Central 68559 andi Offtaha

Benison 79-66 on the road The
Thunderbirds are 10-0 after starting.

last season-13-0.
Burke won 63563 at then-No. 5
Lincoln Southeast for the Metro

Conference’s first victo
Lingelhn team im six: mr{'&%

(¥0+}) start a four -gamasttetm
unranked teams with Friday
; +Omaha North (}-7) _
Lincoln- Eagt- plays host Saturday
night to ratings contender:Noith Platte
(7-5) which comes oﬂ‘ a 5349 hlastmg

LI P

Btk shot.will.
= agumte

“Belieyuey, West, whiels plays. Boit
beat

Handles

igorous Schedule

W—ﬁ Boys
Basketbhall

By Sta Posplalt

Top 18/Class A
Avgs.
RBacortd  0-0.
1. Bellavus Wast 10-0 7757
2. Omaha Burke i0-1 64-48
3. Lincoln Eazg. . 81 68-58
4. Lincoln NE - 9.2 7162
5, Grand Ialang 8-5 60-53
?. Lincolh 8E. 7-4  63-55
Lincgin High- 6-3 6153
8. Columbiug: = 7-2 57-83
9. Millard Wesg 7-5  60-58
10. Oy Weslgide: = 10-2  64-52

Thugsday,. _
Lmﬁ:lﬁﬁighmm e
to- vaglt ffom: ninth -t sevea:h, with:
Columbus _remaining: eighth  after-
5 ng to beat Hastings 4 33 .

d - West's 69-63 overtime
victory over Omaha Westside — the
Wildcats made up-a 16-point deficit —
wagits-second o tﬁesmsonagamst the
Warriors: and: allows. the preseason
No.1 team to in ofe notch (o
ninth. Westside had been ranked sixth.

Top garnes this week:

I Friday:: Columbus at Lincoin NE,
7:530; Lincolf at Lingoin Plus X, 8.

Saturdsy: astside at Llncn!n NE,
7:30; North Platts a Lincoin East, 7




wow_w Baskethall Leaders

Dan Lund, Om. Burke . .1 1224 500 | e Enckson, G L. Cenbal, § 2348

3

]
Scoring 149 Sam Garden, Norfolk ., .. .10 16-35 457 : p
e 188 - Luke Hansen, Lincotn NE .. .11 22-50 440 Harn, Efchor MB........ ... 10 mwm“: i
CLASS A H M Coie Shcalar, Banrngton. ... 4 Z5-30  Bad
Player, Sohool a Pts. 2 Jaka Mublersen, Lmeoln SE .9 21-48 A3 Yoy Keugar, Fort Caiboun, .8 N4 433
ity Bowits, Om Banson.. ... 10 31 .ﬂ.:_ b Marc Viciett, Om. Burke ... .11 15-35 429 ' X
Zach Forune, Bell West. .10 220 4 Vernon Jies Lincoin HE ... 12 1229 o Rebound!
S P ement.Om. North .10 21 1Y Justin Fickley, Om. Bryan .....9 1127 407 g
Brias Ciunagan, Gr. island 13 277 i Asﬁt Brian Dunagan, Coturbus .. 13 are2 402 CLASE A
Buon Jacobeen, Om. Genr 10 208 i Pete Balowin, Westsioa. ... 12 18-45 400 Player, Schaol Mets.  Awg
B faoachel, Wesigide 1 a4 i ) CLASS B Nigk Branting, Morth Plalte ... 1; 5
Ky Eaiser, Milard Wes1 12 243 N Mick Stavoski, Om, Gross ... 12 21-31 677  Dawid Finklea, Bebewus €ast.. ... k2 &
Richerd Foss, Luicokn Hgl 9 175 darod Obenng, Beatnce ... 10 27445 600  BanJacobson, Om. Cential . a8 G
Smm Lampeacid. Fromont a 174 Jasan ksasceon, A Lingon. .10 16-30 533 Chis Appuhn, Millard Boch . 3 B
ke Whebriciphn, Lincoin SE P4 160 Shana Fils, Gerdng... ... ... 10 1845 600  Kyle Bakker, Milard West . . o ]
o iy Sicovwe ast._.10 178 Cody Hoegh, AUrors. ...........9 1122 500 .Jushn Albrecht, Om. Morh .. ... gz 3
Hick Beaniig, North Platie 12 211 Jeson Guntersan, Hasengs ... 7 8-16 - 500  Arthur Boults. Om, Benson ......... ] ]
e Moks Lincoln NE .. 13 180 Chris Erckaon, Holdrege .. 10 2056 500  Andy Siopher, Millaed Nortn . . a3 4
Toka Dacia, . Burke 11 163 Kirk Menrar, G, bslang RV ... 10 2857 491  Camaron Lollar, Om. Banson ... 10 2 i}
Rick Dieire, Lincoln East 9 148 Jdon , BEatnice ........ ... 23-47  .4B9  Taus Adams, Om. Creighlan Prep 9 75 8,
Drew Andarson, Keamey 12 194 Eric dy ABBUM .. 14.32 438 Aaron Froehlich, Lincaln East .. 2 st K
Kauring Nmmerson, Prep B 128 parean Heithafl, A, Lincsln.c. 10 2865 421 an Curtis, Mikard South. ... 9 &3 7
. 3070 429 'os Witkingon, Grand lsland ... 13 o5 7

Brad Hardin, Genng ... ..

ol R ] e dh DO IO D O RO O O T

Marty Leratrson, Boll. West .. 10 152 " -
Chrg Hesspdl, Beilewwe East.. 10 148 Matt Lyseer, Alliares ... 30-70 429 Todd Severson, Beilevue West . 10 i 7
Draw Styge, Combus. . ..oo.co.e. 9 133 Whchael Zoarh, Gretne..... ... 1538 417 CLASS B
Gameron Lottar, Chm. Bensom...... 47 Abax Baper, MeCoch. . .......... HE- 4G} 40D Chns Hadden, Skdney ... .10 27 P
Joson Byrch, Pagion-LV ... 115 OTHER GMARA-AREA SCHOOLS Tory Wilbrand_ Athance. . .8 ) i
Camel Stac. Om, SOUth .o 143 Cole Stahir, 1B 25T, 438 Meahkohls Auona s w4
Ty Grakam, Lncoln High. ... ... 140 {uke Eriowson, CH L. Serdl g /5 10 John Turek, CB A. Lincodn... ... 10 94 9
3. Balgon-Thompson. South 140 Tegwer Knuger, Fort Calbun.. 3 17-48 425  Cameron Craig, Ogallala . ... 12 e t
Aaron Froeblich. Lincoln Eagl ... 124 Lovarcheck. Fort Calboun ... 11 @21 391 DanDomwan Sidney . . . 10 " N
Luke Harsen, Lincoln NE... ......11 151 Zach Hotiman. b, Cotastoge 8 1540 375 ﬂnﬂ% ﬁ:mz._p__aa@ T w14
Jacob Mehs, MNonh Platte ... .12 164 . atah. Gratod ... . . B Hitl -]
Eliab Stprzel, Cotumbus ... .. 119 _.u_.mﬂ..g —vnqﬂﬂﬂgm@ L., ‘Gavin Milles, Spr. Plaftevigw ... ¢ i ]
Jugbn Bickley, Om Bryae ... 8 117 Kinhmaun 2 Maicis Kershaw GINW. . .. 10 an R
z.mgﬂvww_uﬂ:. Crn. Cra Prep.... 9 116 Wads Senumann, CBT Jett .. 10 &1 M
Wyant Bchmior, Lincoln SE ... 63 Fiayar, Bchoot OTHER OMANA-AREA SCHOOLS
Fiyan Curti, bl SOUtD - ..ooceees e 112 Raron Fragtech. Lincotn East AC. Hoftman, Elkhorm M. . 10 A
Pate Baldwin. Westside .. .. 144 Fian Harts, Om, Bryan . ' : Joremy Famewonth, kowa Deal . 13 THT e
i H.wnw_uo&__ra mi i Bruna Kiganda, Boys Town. ... .8 [T a8
Wificish K e, AUFDPS ....ooe..en. g 183 Joe Wavricak, Gk b 1 Schmict, Banoinggon.... .. 10 & ol
Don Drnuert, Sney 0 173 “Jushin Aarocht, o, Bodh i Naghin Polis, Watoroo........ e B &8 B
B o vaond M. 10 164 Encbiier Bofleyus Cmt I v
, G g Svendsan, Li . 51 . .

Ewan Makory, Om Roncall..... 14 228 Bran Dunagan, Gr. sland .13 - B 5 ﬂ Mo report—Ciass B: Lexingion,
.ﬂgﬂ.z__g.»___.&.s B 128 Eddie Cansar, Bell. East.. - / - Lincoln Pius X, Metraska City, Schunder,

blis, Sor 3 . Kt Kb, Um, Gl . Septtsbiuli.  Omaha-area  small
feate Momell. Ogallala .. 12 185 Chis Kesuell, % - i
Cvie Ericsson. Hoklrege 10 152 Brock Wur, Hord P . _ schools: Adington, Ashland-GW, CB
Lumenn Dmig, Ogal 27 178 N o B 8L Albet, Om., Brownel-Talbot, Om.
Jarod mwwﬂmm{mnﬁam “m “mw mﬁ:n%j_wwﬁﬁ ﬂﬁ.___ﬁ .......... 3 ' ' aritral Chirigfian
Dlatte 1) . Oﬁor. 1 Chad . , - H R . < e -
Ber Hotbng, Ralsion. 13 190 .u.on,.__._..grﬂrmwg.w B Mﬁm ; .ﬁ i ._- Hext feporting perkst Jan. 31-Feb.

12 24-28 S8

Brad Harcm, Genng. .

Chrig Finken, O, Gross.....
Qlatt Lystar, Athance . N

&1 MNotes o Coaches: Please raport.
5 7 assigl averages wilh your rexl repor,
: & “That categery was leff off the updated

i yeporting’ forms.  Also. shooiing
T pamehlages need to be calbulaied to
a4 Three places {624 Instaad of B2).




éﬁﬁ% rfﬂ#@@ 1& ,
InC

il Weestside’s bigh performance
froct o anurdi’s HROS victory over
by o orthieasd heartens Coach Than
A The win propelled  the
W from Wik te tird this
wob o Wurhd-Herld Nebraska Top
ol

:_ 1k

o confidence is what we take
i gamee,” Schinzel said.
ndd, were under pressure
wogple of stops on defense to
wh he game.”

s nent assgnmment is Friday
| Brbover West (1100 It's
o Schoazel and Bellevoe
v Dionie Woosdard, Schinzed

{rimson Pride won
Do R oslate lithe,

Woerwlo o~ victery  at Lincoln
Serthe s s prered during one of those
Parsi bl weekemds for Class A —

B it~ hiph  school  buskethall
b, Pape 19

_onfidence, Ratings

astant coach at Croaha

ety el of the 2% teams avoided
it syl ted was the fivst 1-2-3
o for the hetre Conference in
[T AY .J_._..;,:.f

de 412-2) had been two games
d from a meltdown apainst
i, when it swrrendered a
; lead and lost 6963 i
ceprime. Both of Westside's  Josses
weere o the Wildcats,

“Williwd West caught us and in
eoerirme, wi were done,” Schinzel said.
: A Mortheast, | inoked at the
pring @ fimeowt when we were
[onar, and they wore as cabin as

shot 56.8 percent from the
ng 9 of i from 3-pomt
Fof 12 on

gl was oee of six rated teams
el Tomses, Al sl were toans

Top 10/Class A

Avgs.
L Record O.-D.
1, Bellevun West 110 76-56
&, Omehs Burke 11-1 $4-48
3. Om, Westiside 122 6654

4. Lirttoln NE 10-3  69-61
5. North Plabie 95 6052 .
&, Millard West 55 BO-57
7. Lincoln East 82 6760 |
8. Lincoin High 7-4 8356 .
. 9. Grand Istand 9-6 5854
10, Columbus 7-3 56-53

M Top games this week—Friday:
Om. Westside at Bellevue West, 715;
Om. Creighton Prep al Bellovue East,
7:15: Norih Platte at Grand Island, 8,
Lincgin East at Lincoin SE, 8: Millard

Lincoln NE at Columbus, 8. Lincoin
East at Lincoln Pius X, 7; Om. Benson
gt Millard Wes!, 7:15; Balievue West
at Om. Creighton Prep, 7:15.

otittide the Metro Conference --
Lincoln East, Northeast. Grand Istand.
Lincoln Southeast, Lincoln High and
Columbus.

Friday night, Northeast beat
Columbus 5145 at home. Lincoin
High lost 60-55 at Class B Lincoin Pius
¥ and Grand Island needed overtime
For a 3533 win over beat Fremont
{ 1- 10 after the weekend).

Saturday, Lincoln High toppled host
Crand Istand 8176 in two overtimes.
Lincoln East lost 76-35 at home 1o
North Platte, Southeast lost 56-43 at
Papillion-LaVista (3-8} and Northeast

Ser BOYS RATINGS Page 19

‘even amdther season series and have a
Feb, 5 game 4t Northeast,
Millard West takes advantage of
others” mastortunes o nse from nmth
. to sixth. The Wildcats needed Dan
" Btice’s. Basket before the buzzer to
" defeat Pdpiflion-LaVista 56-54. The
. Witdeats do hot play another team in

. . the present Top 10 during the rest of

‘the seasori. 0 a 15-3 regular-season
retord is pessible. .

it Liicoln East tumbled from third to
. sévenih. The Spartans have weekend
games at Southeast and at Pius X.
Lineoln High kept its ratings drop to
-only position by gaining its overtime
+win at Grand Island, which fell from

e Mot~ fifth to ninth., Columbus siayed in at

Lifiootn High 43

Litiegin, East 3-2.

) ,
K Yiid a Boks 1o Aifiance,
234 plus . the loss to

nillionLaVista and Coluritbus is 0-3.

b b diFEiiRtilyY Thie Rockess have a retuim
ot gngagethent at Columbos on Saturday.
wi™ North Platte jufdped back in the

- 35 -Faiings in fifth. The Buildogs go Friday
night to Grand Jsland in an alttempt 10

i wiriibver Class .

eFtheast holds ento fourth becduse
_ atipies 1o rank bighest

No. 10). although it would a awin
over Zonammm: wiould vmn? to
stay ranked another week.

‘Southeast exited after its third
siraight loss. Its Friday night home
game with East could be a pivotal point

. 1n Southeas!’s season.

; A teath on the rise is Millatd South
{5-6). which has won three straight
pames. Indians Coach Larry Ribble
_said Friday's 71-59 victory over Omaha
-«Benson was the best play from a
Millard South team in aliiost.” hiee
years.

The Indians® next thres faes,
however. are at Burke, ﬁ..ﬁ.a%on and
Northeast.




Class A went through one of those
:, January-blues weeketds, with only
- enght of the 28 teams avoiding losses,
- That caused major reverberations i
. The World-Herald Top (0.
The big mover was Omaha Westside,
.. which had been sitting in 10th before
Saturday's  10-635 nuun at No. 4
- Lincoln Northeast. The Warriors (12-2)
4 now are third. with a pame Friday
t at No. | Betlevue West,
I jortheast was one of six rated feams
- with weekend losses. All six were teams
& owside the Metro Conference —
.+ Lincoln East. Northeast, Grand Island,
<. Lincoln Southeast. Lincoln High and
-~ Columbus.

On Friday night, Northeast beat
Colombus  31-45 wt home, lincoin
High lost 60-33 at Class B Lincoln Pus

. X and Grand Island needed overiime
¢« 10 bear Fremont (1-10 after ttna
+ weekend) 35-33,

Saturday, Lincoln High tﬁppbfﬁﬁ%’“

-: Cirand Istand $1-76 in dwa overtm
L% Eass lost 7645, 2

£4~ ratings. is Eead—ea-lmé
‘and the 11 teams ‘

. B el L e m

.- againstthic st No, 2 Burkes 2L with - - B4E (Pajic: 5¢
w&kesswﬂegmn‘ﬁfgimfﬁwm
;" semnifinals last month: Westside 15 2-2

- willy botla losses-to Millacd West, whidh

LmlAplmz!osstaéé@aha
i Creighton

Northeast is 63 Liacoln:Higir 4-3

. plus the Pius loss. Lincohs Ease, 3-2;

- Nerth Platte 3-4 with a-win wver Class.

B Mo. | McCook and a loss to Alliance; -
... Southeast 34 plus the, kzs&m Papio,

and Columbus U-3.
What results is the first z-z-s ranking:

- for the Mewo Conference in many

Top10/Clas A& )

: Avgs.

) 0.-D.

1. Batevie West  11-8  T76-58

2 Oreaha Burke  11-1  64-48

3. Om. Westside  12-2  66-54

4. Lingoln NE 103 69-81

5. North Platte 9-5 60-52

6. Millard West B-5 60-57

7. Lincoln East 8-2 67-60

8. Lincoin Migh 74 53-56

9. Grand island 9-6 59-54

BT e et i

gamn s -

estslde at BeHevue-\Q{nat.; 7:1{;

Qu'gS etqhton Pnap Bellavus East.
| =% at Grand: (sland; 8 |
;I“FUM-SE: 8 Ml : 3

- to only. one-. position:

o Lo

Test.r of ;; the. seasonk,; 50 a }Swi

:ﬁ”m record.. fus‘ thers it
vable.

Lincoln East tumbfes: from third. 10
seventh. The Spartans bave. weekend’
games at Southeast and at Plus X,

Lincolr High

i

keepsmmimgsekop

overtime win. at. Grand: b{shmd, Vo
falls from: fiffy o ninth. -
stays in at No. 10, allhougb it would'

appear a winrover N Be-
ppe mmﬁ

ycars. needed-to staypanked ee
Northeast holds onto- fomﬂ;l Singe its hxuwtmmz ﬂuhﬁi_ Faighis
" ' schedule: continues to rank ighest in. Knightsi gape. with
- difficuity. The Rockets have a return.~ couldbea wﬁa&pemtmtl‘ﬁn"s%ﬁm
2 €N at Columbug on Saturday. Atwmonwtaﬁﬁmsﬁ
'onhﬁatm!FhEWmelm which has wolt™ three s o
.+ ratings. at.fifth. are I-1. improve _its. secord 10 56,
v against each of the thrae Lincoln  Coach Larry Ribble said Fndays'!}-ﬁ
s:hoois they've played — East, Lincoln  victory over Omaha Benson was tfes
; . and Southeast, go Friday _best pla@fmm one- of - hig teams in
b ght to Grand l’stand’manat(émp;te _ i T
¥ evenanotherseasmmasaadhavea The Indiny next s, .
Feb. 5 at Northeast. however, are gt Burie; Wa e

Millard West takes advantage of

Northeast,
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Dogell DeLeon-Thompsens 27
pomnts Fridey might led untanhsd
Ormaha South o an 36-71 upset of Top
1§ Mo, 6 Millard West in high scheol
bovs basketball 3t Omiha South.

South led 2412 after the first quarter
against 8-6 Millard Wost an held
Wildeat center Kvie Bakker w0 1]
points. Zae Robipson scored 18 poiils

i

for West. Dan Bruce added 12

Millard %ﬂfwﬁ H ?lg {; W11
&1 o Ph
ﬁi*imafﬁ‘ 2?%’&&3: f\ ﬁ?’“&h’a@fé’ﬁ& L&n?ﬁi

11
g , White 4, Stor 18 Lawis 4, Wil
oS ST e,

Millard West 67, Om. Benson 85

Zac Robinson scored 17 points while
Adam Steyer and Kyle Bakker had 12
and 11 points, respectively, to lead Top
10 No. 6 Millard West.

The Wildcats won the contest from
the foul line as they hit 9 of 10 shots in
the fourth quarter while Omaha
Benson went just 4 for 14.

Arthur Boults led Benson with 23

points,
Omaha an T TP DL I ]
At Millard West.... I o
QB—Bo

Boulls 13 Quba 4, 'Calin 19, Jockson 3. Bisco
. itk & Waller 7, Willlams 2, Davis 4,

nmw-—ﬁobinson 17, Mugsmqnn 4 ?ruce 4 5.
“anunhtIn 6, Steyar 12 5. McLaughlin 3. Boxker

Some middle-tier  Metro
Conference boys basketball teams

Rave opportunities this week (o
make waves againt Top 10

OPPOTEILS.

(rmaba South (5-7), coming off
an $6-71 victory over. then-No. &
Millard West, plays host Tuesday
night to Mo, I Bellevue West. It
will be the third game in five
nights for the 13-0 Thunderbirds,
who preserved their undefeated
record with weekend victories of
67-58 over No. 3 Omaha Westside
and 82-58 over Omaha Creighton.
Prep.

Millard South. (5-8) has a

Thursday night game at Ne.4

Lincoln*Northeast. The Indians
took Westside 1o the wire
Saturday night, with the Warriors
winning 55-53 on Chris Smart’s
hasket  with 11 seconds left.
indians freshman Buvon Tarner
came up short on 4 3-pointer at
the buzzer. ‘
Papillion-LaVista (5-8) takes.
Omaha

Retain Hoid
10 Ratings

the wp three wams m The Top 10

 are fram the Metro: Bellevue West

(1303, No. 2 Omaha Burke (13-D
and Westside (13-1.

Mortheast (12-3) and No. 5
North Platte {10-3) will meet n
Lincoln on Saturday mught. For
North Platte, it wili be s sixth
%ame of the season in Lincoln fot

lass A's farthest-west school.

“It seems like welre in Lincoln
more thap we've bess at bome.”
Nomh Platte Coactk Dan Moore
said Sunday. “We'lt play Lincoln
schoofs seven times, and all except

the ~ Southeast gatner: Wew: 18 ©

X

rather play the best teams and

what we're doing is making us

- ready to get 10 our district teams.”
North Platie, which beat Grand
Island 55-53 last Friday, plays
host Friday to Class B Scottsbluff
€1-9- before making its thad
ix-haise 1o p to Lincoln

Continugd from Page 15

Bulldogs won 76-55.

- Weekend losses of 54-46 to
Southeast and 58-42 to Class B
Lincoin Pius X (11-2) send
Lincoln East (8-4) reeling from
the Top 10.

Millacd West. falls from sixth to.
ninth for the toss to Omaha South
The Wildcats then rallied for a
67-65 victory Saturday night at
Omaha Benson as the Bunnies
went cold at the free-throw line in
the final quarter. '

" Lincoln High, which- rises tor
sixth, beat Omaha Central 83-7%
in overtime-as Richie Ross scored-
a career-high 38 poinits. Southeast
returns to- the- ratirigs in seventh
after ending & three-game losi
streak with a pair of wee
victories.

-
AV
WU ouYl

+ 13 "2 =3 T

< 38 i & & ]
Ty A Tss VY gag
Hicafil VvV e
‘Basize

the res

By S Pospisil

Top 10-Class A
Av

Racord B.%:

i BollovueWesl 130 7857
2. Omaha Burke ... 131 84-48
3. Om. Westside ......13-3  64-54
4, Lincoin NE ........12-3  68-53
5 MNorth Plata.........10-5  §9-52
6 Lincoln High......3-4 64.58
7.Lincoin SE ...........8-5 6GB-58
8. Grand Isiand .......... 9.7 53%-34
9. Milard West..........9-6 6160
1. Columbus ... 84 §5.52

Top Games Thizs Weak

M Tussday: Ballovus Wast at
Omaha South, 7:15.

& Thuraday: Milard South at

Lincoin Nothsast. 7230,
# Friday: Lincoln East at
Colurnbus, B; Lincoln Seuihesst at
Lincoln High, 8 Om. Burks at
Cmaha  Banson, 7.15 Omaba
‘Cantral at Omana Waataida, 7:15;
?T;!E‘Eha South al Papillion-LaViata,
Satu rday: Ballsvue East af
Wiarh Wast 7015, North Plitia af
F Mortheast, 7:30; Lisgoby
Southeagt, 7;

?

U to eighth in
hu.fgi.ng, Columbusghhangs

onto 10th in advance of its home

game Friday with Lincoln East.

North Platte lost two of its first
three games, at home to-Class B
Alliance and Grand Island, before
winning five straight. A
three-game losing streak began
when the Builldogs lost a 21-point
lead against Lincoln East i the
semifinals of the Lincoln holiday
tournament, and continued
through Iosses to Southeast and
E ‘High.
“Now theyte on a four-game
winning stréak,

We stru early, but never
panicked,” Moore said.

“We're playing well right now.
playing with ay !o'tg of conﬁ%llénce.“

The Bulldogs have been without
Brock Wurl, a three-year
fromoourt starter, for six games
with a shoulder injury. He saw
limited time against Grand [stand.

Ronnie Stubbs has been
averaging about 10 points a game
while starting in Wurl's place.
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Morth Plitte’s game Saturday nigitt
at Linceln Northeast will be the sixth
in Limcoln for Class A's farthest-west
schond,

*T seers Jike we're in Lincoln more
than we've been at home.” North Plaue
¢ vach Dan Moore siid Sunday. “We'll
nlav Linceln schools seven times. and
all excers the Southeast game were in
Einguolsn.

“ft makes things more challenging.
The kids know thoy'd rather play the
st aeams, and what we're doing is
king us ready to get to our district
B,

Niwth Platte remains fifth in The
Fop 10 after Friday’s 55-53 victory ak
and {sland. The Bulidogs (10-5) play
t this Friday to Class B Scotisbloff
(%9) hefore  their  third  six-hour
ronscd-tepy g Lincoln in the past five
weekends.

MNortheast {12-31 sravs fourth, behing

the  Metre Conference-leading
thressome of  umdeieated  Bellevue
West, COesaha Burke and Omaha

Westside, alter victorncs of 5351 at

Morfidlk and G-36 at Columbus.
Northeast is the only Lincoln Class

% team the Balldogs haven't faced.

Lincoln a Second Horre

T 10/Class A

, Hvgs,

Recargd 0.0

1. Ballevue Wast 13- 76-57
2. Omaha Burke 131 Bd-48
3. Om. Westside  13-3  A4-54
4. Lingoln NE 12-3 £8.52
5. Notth Platte 105 59-52
6. Lincoin High 84 64-58
7. Lincoin S B85 B5-59
8. Grand Island 97 L4544
9. Millard West 9-6  81-60
10, Columbus - 8¢ 55-5Z

They have split with No.& Lincoin
High. No.7 Lincoln Southeast and
Lincoln East. which was third when the
Bulldogs won 76-55.,

Weekend  tosses of  54.46 to
Southeast and 58-42 to Class B Lincoln

sixth o
to Omaha
then raltied

tournament, and continued through
Josses to Southeast and Lincoln High.

or North Platte!

. ﬁ_um.u. Jacob Mohs (13} and Zach
(12 |

~ Now they're on a four-game winhing
“We struggled early, but never
panicked.” Moore said. “We had some
injuries and other things we had &
work through. Those losses to the
Lincoln schools were close. That's the
way Class A .
. “We're %_uﬁnm well right now,
,Em,mﬁm&_. 2 lot of confidence.” _
Thé” Bulidogs have been without
Btock: Wurl, a three-year frontcourt
arter, for six games with a shoulder

ﬂnﬂu&% He saw limited time against
Grand Island.

., Ronnie ‘Stubbs has been averaging

ulouz, 10 points a ﬁ:ﬁ while .m..u:m:m.
i Wurl’s place. Nick u_.m__::.m ar.
miidh
2 tidve been the Bulldogs' scoring
 Jiimie Pick and Kyle Jurgens share,
time at poiiit guard. "
Top pames this week:
Bl Yiabudiy: Betlevue West al Omahz Souh.”
7145, Thursday: Millard Sonth at_Lincoln NEi
T30, Friday: Lincol Fast at Columbus, ¥
Lincoln SE at Lincoln High, 8 Om. Barke at
Om. Benson, 7:15; Om. Central ar Om.
Wetside, 7:15: Om. South at Papillion-1.¥,
7-1%; Saturday: Bellevae Fast at Milard West,
7-15: North Platte at Lincoln NE. 7:3) Lincoin
Pius X at Linvoln SE, 7: Millard West v Om.
Cemral it Nowris Middle School. 7:15; Lingoln
High at Om, Benson. 7:15: Papillion-LV at Om.
Westside, T:15,
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Wildcat Women Continue to Roll with Vietories; w___Sa Struggle to 1-1 Finish

Cpulier Jon Packers to only 28 points Friday night, the
lier Jones fourth-ranked Wildcat girls Emamﬂi 51

»ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁg m&%&.ﬁ - points on the board in a sound victory,

Fhey éver pulted  Kelli Lentz chipped in 16 points.
s of the Packers The boys team once again
sliomore Zach had a tough batile. defeating Omaha
5+ poi Benson 67-65. Puiling off the victory,
the Cats went 9 of 10 from the line, as
opposed to the Bunnies 4 of 14,
nable to shutdown Bensons Arthur -
Boults, who led all scorers with 28, the
 Wildcats® balanced team approach was
" able to pull through. Robinson led the
he ~ Cats again with 17 and jumor Adam
#d . Steyer added i2. _

T enior Lavra Ferguson fcad all ._Haa_ﬁm

3 Bea: hovs : ith- ints. Fe 0 made eight
Mittard West boys ard with 19 points. Ferguson also ma ;
wirls haskethall 1cems finished their of her nine atiempled free throws.
. Dlomipating on the boards, junior Kelli

o ,_._;.”.q.,w“,_n,ﬁwmamm and wm_m ,mc.x.an. enter aiso added 13 poinis for Millard
. it < West, :

idi-. Ihe team barely escaped .
ae victary, whereas the girks™ '
v continmed their deminance of

Selro Aren TCRITER, .
ttelding the Omaha South

. Dropping to 8.6 for the seasoit
bé number nine boys icam lost §6-71 18
a3 unranked Omaha South. The Wildcats

" were down early on, trailing 24-12 at the

IR

MiHard West 71, Beilevne East 64

Millard West expanded 2 one-pomt
lead after three quarters, then held off
visiting Bellevue West i the clasing
THNLIES.

Ben Mussman led Millard West with
20 poimts. Zac Robinson had 17 and
Kyle Bakier [2.

Eddie Ceasér paced Bellevue East
with 20 points, and David Finklea
added 19.

ol s L S M ¥ -4
ot pikard Wesl {10-46) .. L1715 14 DT
ﬂawmam?nmﬁmaaﬁ?.x%mﬂ_u.u‘ Paliter & Bamks L

H.M.E__ 1mou.=mo:_q.2_ﬁw3a::m993nnu.m.
Loughtin B, Steyer 6, Seofok 1, Sakker 12,

Millard West 63, Ont. Central 62
Kyle Bakker scored 10 of his
game-high 25 points in the fourth
M.cm:nq 1o lead Millard West. Omaha
entral’s Kris Kuhn and James Mills
=ach had 14 pomts.
Mitiord West (£10) ...
At Central L”.v....u..“n...u -w. _m 2
s & Sleyar & Baviecgs, v Bruce &

C—Rahal X
! .n:_.m_ ._3!. 10, x.m.__...so:u & K. Kuhn 14, Milis 14,
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LOCAL SPORTS

Three

Ranked Teams Await

Columbu ‘ Before Season Ends

Columbus embarks on a stfetch
drive that has three of its final four
games against Top 10 teams.

The Discoverers. who started the
season ranked fourth in The Top 10
remain 110th this week after a 67-64
overtime  viclery st home  against
vnce-ranked Lincoln East,

“The thing about our team that
people don't realize is that we really
didn't have all that much expenence
coming back at the start of the season,”

Discoverers Coach Bob !-lopp sa:d_

Friday m&{_l

“Matt ‘avers broke an am
missed: last season and'  thig..-pe
footbalt. season. Andy: Brown:
always with scnior guards: when

ge ; year. Drew' Stydés:
by a team's: ils
fou:t defender and now:

against zones when he was.at |
and he’s still adjusting to alt the
defenses.”

Stryder, a junior, had a

points against the Spartans to raise His'
season average to 14.6. Starzl reached::
his average with 15 points and Regam.-
* bealing,

Woodrick, averagm& 6.3 points,
three 3s and scored 14 points..

The Discoverers, however,
one of their top reserves for the re
the season. Brian Masek. a )

Wednesday.
There is no movement of teams i or
out of The Top 10, allhoug_kr

: 4% i the regular -season: agaist

! Lincold tedios, with a&m&m g -

= onthe road.

%uard who missed last season w1t§ &
t injury. continues to have paisy

from the injury and will have surgery’

|

! W-H Boys
. Basketball
Ratings

- By Stu Pospisil

o

LT i

s o taid
th- Plite past - Lincoln
North- inco
Noriheast for fm after soundly -
the Rockets 70-49-in their Ed-~
Johnsor Gym. Northr Platte. lm gone:

Cieang: fstand takes. over S&ﬁ’fﬁth
from: Lincoln Southeast. Grand Isiand: *
beat Omaha North 6449 Southeasy, gt
Ng: §; rebounded from Fnda,ys 71560~
toss 0 Na: & Lincoln " o beat-
CIass&N&ZmethiusX. )

.. youlll tor The. Top.
o mmaSMZVMGQ{m'

Top-ranked Bellevae West (15-0y
went to the wire with Omaha South
(5-10) before winning 38-36. The
Thunderbirds have four games left,
including Lincoln  High l'ln{ne

Satarday and No. 2 Omana Burke .
Feh. (%

Bellevue West also can't luok past
Fndan game at Bellevue East, The
Chleflams are 3-7 and in a bid for thewr

first winning season since its 1993.96
Top 10/Class A team went 12-8.
; : , | Burke (14-1), like Bellevue West. has
- £ f‘ourga:mieft starting. Fnday with a
3;.. , , - Neck- Omaha

" Lingohy; Bise (95), which
I i mareﬂﬂ&imda; wu&,
a T8-72 victory at Keammey.

Bellevue East and Omaha Cmg,btem
Prep (8-8) are the only other Class A
teams at 500 or better. The Metro
“Conference is 7-17 against the rest of
Class A
’Top pamiés this’ wek

"‘I’!’mfw tincoin SE at Lincoln NE,
7:30. Fridays. Om. Westside at Om,
Hurke, 7:15; Bellovuo West at Bellgvue
East; 7:16% eo!wnabusmagth me‘;olg SE, 8.
. Sateday: Lincoln at Bellevue
Wast 7:15; Grand Island at Columbus,
& Lincoin East vs. Om. Cenlral at Norris
Middie School; 7:15.




N X
TEAM OFFENSE REBOUNDING LEADERS )
Boints Scored ¢ Flares Srhool n Reb. . n
Schonf (W.1) Gmeem Totd 48 | Genlacshson Omcentry i 193
! Paped  H5 PS5 : Nk Breaung. venn Plate K 193
5. Belloe Wem {19-1} W18 TSIy g Bakker Miflard West LA VS
I Orralia Begaon {7- 10} 17 U6 881, Gmeronlollar OmBensan 17 139
3 Omabawesside (15-4) 19 5283 665 ;5 Todd Seerson. BelleweWoess 20 150
+. —.\%ﬂiﬂ?&'ﬂ(l%} g ;; gl-s 6. WesWilkinson, Geand Istand 19 141 i
5. Nords Plste { 15-6) M A6 603 v aghucBouls OmBenson 17 133 4 ssman’ R
& OmghaCemral (7-12) 19 B 0T g e Mills, Om Cemtral 5 Wi 69 Mmasfa F!.ms ﬂeﬁ"%g
7. Graad [sdand (10:9) 1 112 85 9 jmayMow,lneNorhesst 17 13 66 y nigh 6160
. Wraruey (5-14) 9 102 R ) phePredenburg Belowe¥en 20 120 60 No.9 Mﬂh"‘*"w“”“ a o
4. {rmsha Aryan (5-12) i? 892525 11. Tola Dada, O Burke 17 B 58 s host
TEAMDERNSE Ml 5 8 2 Mllrd West 68, Om. bran s
Points Allowed 1, WlGuthrie, BellevaeWes.k 17 91 TH v Adam Steyer scored 4 ganie-high 20

Games  Tobsl A8 5y e liscNonkesst 17 - 91 oA% points and Zac Riobinson added 14 ta

¥ Plaped - P& PS¢ con Mol amghin sillacdWest 1 100 4] ipas spark Top 10 Mo, ¢ Mitlard West,

L ionf:iﬁw fg :g ;32 17. Mike Xabn, Om Central © - %’ sI Kyle Bakker acided 12 points as the
N nfr:h:i::;sde 0 o sy Rk OmBym. 17 8 i& Wildcats improved to 13-6.

i, Bellove West 01148 574 g:&sﬂmmﬂm&w “’” .g g ifs‘ - Justin Rxckiey led visiting Omiaha
5. OmahaBryay 171000 B9 5 pnied O Sk . T 4s Bryan with 11 poirms.

a. Milkard Wesi 19 1126 592 . Omahg B w 9 10
2 " LR tnatapeem, DaWeside 19 8t 43 Aneubn added 15 Tor MBI e omehe Bryon sty .

- OmahaCenirad 19180 G2 gy ped Goeschel,OmWesde 18 5 39 ’a’ﬂwﬂrﬁf ﬂ.;s fiicker . 1’um;‘§§
8 1 19 1235 659 eyer 1. Cunnl h B, Rickiey 1
8 Kearnrey ? .:3 ., 24, Roanie Stblrs, North Plate ) % 38 qu‘ruth?{s (Y mm [} quris 5 ckley L,
7 Omaha Benson VOB 88D s anBybel Lschorbizas 17 61 36 ' Wmmu Insan g ‘ﬁsﬁgf;ﬁm‘é Edfe 2 Brucs &

SCORING LEADERS 6. jacob Mokg Noth Phasie 28 66 33 A 3 L Lansiin b Bkar 3 ’ e
Player. Sctoot P Pls. Mg 7. Mmﬁm 17 43 2% B 'w= N i 51%
. - ME 8 maevilmomBuke- 17 41 25 Pefievee WestTS, Ballevve East 52
Anthur Bouls, Om Benson 17 100 135 B m . . . ) 4 1 h oy 7 -7 .

Zach Fortune, Bellevwe West 20 449
Brian Dunagan, Grand Ishand 19 386
Ben Jacobson, Om Centra) 19 38
David Goeschel, Om Westside 19 381
EfiBadeer, MladWen 19 362
Mick Branting, North Phite 20 367
. Toka Dada, Om Burke - ¥4
Jismny Motz Linc Norhexst - 17 296
10. Dok Anderson, Kearney 9 3
11. Caineron Loliar, Om Bensoz 47 50
12. Masty Levinson, Belleme West 20 285
13. Jusda Rickdey, O Beyaa 17. 43
14. Jacith Mobs, North Platte i 68
15. Lok Huncen, incNorthest 17 210
l6. Pete Baldwin, Om Westside 19 220
17. Wes Willdnson, Grand Isand 19 218
18. GramtHauptman, Om Westside 19 204
19. Zach Smith, North plate 0

20. SethSvendsen, Linc Northeast 17

1. jamie Mills, Om Central 15

R R
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50
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%
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DISTRICT A-3

Win Returns Wildcats to State

BY STL POSPISIL
MNTALD AERS T T AR WRITESR

A chance w0 fulfill  preseason
expectations s what Millard West
carned Tuesday night with a 69-56
victory over rival Millard South in the.
District A-3 boys basketbalf
championship game. ,

Top 10 hﬂ).g9 Millard. West (18-
il be in the Class A state tournainent,

the second straight season, The: -
Wildcats lost $2-50 to Columbus Lk
year in the first round.

“It’s not going to be such a ci
this time,” Millard: Wast: Coacte
“Hook said. “Last year; every step of
walk was a circus for everybody it
school. Now, hopefully, we can.
down there and play some ,
For more than one day." =

The Wildcats started' the season

the No. | team in The World-Herakt’"

Top 10, only 10 lose three ganxs in a
row before y(.‘hris&mas. They. reached. .

the finals of the Metro Conference’s

holiday tournament, where Bellevae
West routed them 72-54, |

Since then, they are 11-1. one-
of the 12 o
team — a 69-63 victory in January over
Omaha Wesiside. The one losa was.

ames was against a rated

86-71 10 Omaha South, which lost
Tuesday night to Lincola High in ihe
4-2 finals,

Millard Sowth (8-13), which lost its
3eason gpener. 63-56 to Millard West,
was §-10 after it ended a 2i-game
losiig sireak in December,
Tiesday nig

a

60-45 midway thtough the faurey
quarter. Kyle Bakker, the Witdeay a-y
semor center. had nine of his 33 POInEs
in the fourth quarter after sitting oy
parts of the first three quarters because

of fouls..

Aitar m closer than
arer’s 3 with 57
bad 13 poi :

AN - Curtig. & E
ogowitha game-high 1§

lead

“$top,” Hook said.
% {0:a big stop is o
m |, 1. .-

othierend:
West increased its lead to




Vildcats Stomp Indians,

Roll to Second State Berth

Bill Knust
' Sports Editor

. The crowd reached a frenzied

roar and Millard South had come within,

two points following a Ryan Curtis dunk
when Millard West ¢alled timeout, The
situation was simple, they could pack it
‘it and let the Indians beat them, or gut

m

Senior Kyle Balker takes:
hard over an oposing play

it out like all season and cfé
District A-3 title. The Wildcats
the second option, calming the st
with a 7-0 run of their own to give t

“{e a convingi
‘center Kyle B

4 nine point lead again ar 45-36.

_ ~Astreng second half defensive
effort ‘and plave) sg,stsi;gin up- when it
counied, alfowed Millard West 1o roll
§ 69-56 win. Senior
er led the Wildcats in
scaring with 23 points, despite drawi
two early fouls in the first quarter, Wﬁ%
Bakker on the bench West found poiats
from sophomore Scatt McLaughlin and.
his junior brother Sean. -

Right away the duo hooked up
on a back door cut with big hrother
dishing it off to Scott down {ow. The
next time down was more of the same
with Scott scoring another easy bucket.
The roles were reversed on the next trip.
though, as Sean was on the receiving
end of a pass and layed it in. Scott
finished the game with eight points and
Sean had 11,

“It was a big boost for us to see
Scott step up like that, It will make

teams respect vs more,said Bakker,

PER 'est held a 34.25 lead at half- _
time, bulm#ni t: 1o find-an-answer to: -
stapping:second chance put backs byt
Ingians. The Wildcats combated ¢
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Belloyua Wasi
Thundarbirds {20-1)

Noriolk
Panthérs {10-12)

at Sports Cenl
Friday = 1:30 PM

P Spnili

Center» Thursday « 5:00 P

#5
Lincoln High
Links {15-5)

CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH.

B | Sulldogs (18-3)

#2
Omaha Burke

Sparts Center = Thrsday 700

#7
Lincoln Southeus!
Knights {14-7}

SEMIFINALS -

Sperts Center « Thursdoy » 9:00 P8

#
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Lincoln Southeast Moights,
Black & Gold (16-7)

- ank Conne " VRN R TR
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12| lake Hubleisan b7 | 11| 3 163 38 | x
B et e R
0 :
il Wit Schamidh Pl 120 M Al 41 X
Dol R
8
M Miks Schatfer 8 |1
k1] Hick Baha g0 1 9 2 il
4 Andrew Heckman T I NI s1 L 42 4 X
45 Frik Kohd g5 b9 j48| 3
50 Traver Boer P I v S I R
2 Austin 5 L1 iMMiell 481 X
Heod Cood: Jeff Smith HSAA Enrolimest: 1,158
M@Wﬂﬁmﬁdﬁ%w Conference; Hoamthad
(3 t - m!' -
oot it v, Al Sahe Number of Guakfications for State: 10th

Most Recent Siote Tournament: 1998

:) Hame— Pl tvg. Ao, |

Wit {orey Hauden s 1 s 4

12-13 | Hatt Granar s 11 1) &

2011 | Darren itoffant oLt st o8

2223 § Jatd Hansen o i 1] Se 127G 14

2475 | Jocon Bourissaay FTo1g 10 7Ss 21 X

30:31 | Marc Viokal? BT | 17| 06 |38 25 ¢ X

1233 | Mot Verchi g8 10} 3

M35 1Temk 1219288171 %

4041 | Banl &% 1831921 531 X

4445 | Cuis DoSpain A EIRRE AR

5051 | Toko Dada 5 P 1208 5T X

1253 | Roy Endight By 101 M (2716

Heod Couch: Gary Geonee Conferonce: Meiro

Ruskian Cooches: Xenyon Sharp, Wurbet of Qualifications for Stote: 16k
Torm atzel, ot Gustotson Mot Recent Stote Tourmament: 1998

Team OHensive Averoga: §3.8 Stots Champlonship Yours: A1971,

Toom Defonsive Avarnge: 51.6 A/1986

HSAA Encolment: 1,208 State Runner-Alp Years: A/1993
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Omoha (emtred ... .. W {78-51)
B )
it t LW
Orha Canbrdd ... W (6547}
ol Southems .. ... ... WisHN
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Omaha Westside Warriors,
Red & Black (18-4)

! Sten

) § 4 5
13 Abax Suorez 'l 27 251 %
15 Scolt Yranicor A 36| 5
| Pale Baldwin g1 12] 258 {16 23| X
Brett Sogu g L1058 130 24
R I AR
Darvid Goeschel BT |12 {456 |207) 4| %
I Lok v i 1] s
G| e oir L1z | o5 |38 47
45 Smart g5 | 212 |55 4af X
51 Jokf Wast g {12 41 j26] 8
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Fleichar, 6 y
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Millard West Wildcats,
Forest Green, Black & UWhite (16-6)
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1
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er s
B AR
& |10 45,25) 2
b7l 3
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Will there ever be changes i tie
distrier gnd sate wusnament formats
for bovs and girls baskethall?

Wil the wud-card - tem in Clas A
and Class B ever estend w4l sx
classes? Will Class A cver come up with
a4 district tournamtent formula that
avods putting four teams with losing
records in one district?

Al of those 1ssues are in the hands of
the Nebraska Schoot Activities
Association Board of Control, which
often is incapable of thinking
independently. Many of its votes are
tied 1o voting from the six legisiative
districts, which are ynbalanced when it
tomes 10 representation by school or
enrotlment,

Take the wild cards, for nstanee, In
district voting, the raw vote was 162-85
in favor. Dustricts 1 and [} were
near-unanimous votes, with District [11
gaining a simple majority. The vote for
vollevball wild cards was nearly
identical,

But we won't see wild cards for next
vear if hoard members Mike Troxel of
Sutherfand {District [V), Nate
Stineman of Oxford Southern Valley

(District V) and leroy Cundall of
Bayard (District VI vme against the

indicates. They etfmwty

_ cArds.
.advancmg to smmnoﬂleseedmgaﬁa'
Jfegular-season. is over and -
tournament sites with travel distanices
in mind Four Metro Confererice:
schools shoutdn’t be sent o Lincolm,
for example. Nor shc)uld me!n be
without a distriottouraamen

A solid field, despzte these
limitations, has been assembled for the
90th annual basketball carnival that
begins Thursday i Lincoln, Ne
clear-cut favorite is found in the
three classes, which should lea
good games and crowds.

The picks ﬁﬁ%

Bellevae West in Class A, Lincola P’ﬁ

X in B, Grand Island Cenitral Catholie’

proposals as their district &

in.C-1. Ponca in C-2, Deshler in D-1
and Chester-Hubbell-Byron in. D2, Al
except Bellevue West are ranked No. 1,
with the Thunderbirds No.2 The
Top. 10, ,

ClassA . - .

Three of t&?&ﬁﬁw ﬁmﬁmw
are  thirdstime: ge»ﬁaum* ortly
Platte-Lineoln: High was - a splif;
Omaha Burke has beaten Lincoln
Southeast twice: and Millard West has
Beaten Omaha Westside twice,

While Burke is the pick for 3 sweep
of Southeast, Wesiside is playinp well
enough to counter Millard West's
inside game. North Platte is shightly
favored agamst the Links, but neither
team i le of beatmg Befterm

]

[
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BY %‘TL P‘t}ﬁﬁqm

Gﬂ]dha \\L\tslde Wnuk} like m n.nc
a nice, normal game Asamst Miilard
Waest.
[ \“}E\a fail behind by 19 Doints mu’
ose. Not ger : 3.
lose mmeft m;hedd bv 19 pomis and
The Top 10 No. 4%%1’5(13-4)@
again against No, 9 Millard West
{16-6) in Thursday's fipa] first-round
game of the Class A hoys basketball

e state towrpaient is scheduled 1o
begin at 9:30 a.m, Thursday with four
first-round games, mc!udmu
Waterloo's Class D-1 contest with
Faxton at Lincoln East, The setnifingl
round for all classes will he Fridin | and
there will be six champiomtup zame,
Saturday at the Devaney Spart,
Center.

“Obviously,” Westside Coach Dan
Schirzel said, “we need to make sure
weﬂmm:am four quarters of i intensity.

: ey Have so mzﬁlla:d 'tlt}s When
: est, you
first; Bat their

Jan. I3? Wﬂhﬁm to present
No.t Omaha Bﬁrke and  No.?2
Bellevue West, with

tvo
No.8 Lincols Nemtean 1o 358
vtctory over Bmhm the District A-1
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Wilh i hime fourndsment 10 8
bebind them the Millard West bovs
basketball gam 18 looking 1o make a
strong showing in the Class A boys
state basketball oumarment.

Wildeats (oach Rick Hook sud
after his team lost 32-50 1o Columbus
on a lastsecond shot last year in
Millard West's first-ever state tourney
game, the returning plavers made a
et

“{n the locker room after that game
those players said we're going to come
back and go after it gext yeat,” Hook
said, “We didn't teel like wz played as
well as we should have, and we didn’t
show how we can flay basketball.”

Millard West (16-6) will get its first
chance at redemption at ¢ pam.
Thursday against Westside at
the Bob Devaney Sports Center in
Lincoln. It will be the third meeting of
the season between the two teams, with
Millard West winning both of those
games.

The first victory was a 6243
demolition in the semifinals of the
Metro Conference Holiday
Tournament. [n the rematch two weeks
later, Westside led by as manv as 19
points before the Wildeats rallied 1w
force overtme and won 69-62.

Hook said his team will have plenty
of motivation to put on another sirong
performance against the 18-4 Warriors.

*Everybody’s gaing (0 make more of

- .
. < for Radempt |
d = Bl I~ ) 3 {ﬁ_ ﬁ = = £ £ 3z =
{ iLD0KS (07 meaftmpuion
. d s
Millard West Frofils
. =as ol 4
B Coaen: Aok mook, five yesis 1 them =
H Racord: 165 o :.‘J":E}GI_? ,lz}g for 1,2
s ! dus, ook sz
B World-Harald ranking: No. 3 FThE dofertee o U BeTTer e ;ﬁz‘;\

iy the Top 10 and in Class A,

4 Tap soorers: Kyle Baklar,
18.3; Zac Pohinson, 9.4: Dan
Brucs, 8.3,

8 Tep w&auﬁeﬂ;: Bakker, 8.8:
Sgan McLaughiin, 5.4

# Stats history: Lost to Colum-
s 52-50 last year in first trip to
stats tournameant.

@ Thursday's game: 9 p.m. vs.
Omaha Westslde (18-4) at Bob

Deovanay Sports Center in Lin-
coin, '

Wl Boys high schoot baskatbail,
omaha.com

a deal of it than T am,” Hook said. *Tt
helps knowing each other a little bat,
and our kids will have a ton of
confidence against them.”

Hook said Westside played a great
first half against the Vgﬂdcazs mn the
second game, but his team showed 3 ot
of courage in batiling back from such a
large deficit. The message Hook and
his coaching staff have been delivering
during practice sessions since the No.
S-ranked: Wildcats' defented™Millasd
Soutk: Peks: e

Team (

Bellevue Wast (20-1). 2M';,

Classk

PR

Lincoly High. (158 Btk
LincotnSE ($4-7)- - G
Mill. West (16-6) oth
NotHotk {1012y NA -
North Piatte (16-5} 3rd
Om. Burke (18-3) | 1at
Om. Westside (184} 4th
Player HL Yr. T "
Jake F &5 St a8
Shuan Wisdom 60 8o, &8 8 .32,_
Zach Fortune 62 5 83 IEF
Todd Severson a4 5 G4 .
:ﬁ Levinson mg—a Br. BB T
B Dedwnaive : 57.0. . Ko -
LINCOLN HIGH LINKS - SUELDRKS
Mt ¥r. Phc H Y ;
Adam Krecidow &5 8 22 I A & -
Richard Ross &5 3r, B 8. Smth’ Toggm
Ty Geaham §6 S 143 31 Jacohiahe : g = 13
Millar 64 J 7.8 80 RowmgSub . & 60
Jaranty Parks 83 St 123 36 Mk S BAE 118 T RA
Ot e 605 vy S
. T STTHEAST T OMANA GLIAKE BULLDOGS:
L Pliyor - HE ¥r. P& Reb
Jake Mutisisen 5‘-"3 VJ: 163 38 JasonDourasady &2 % 78 2.0
Wyatt Schenidt- 4 5. w4 41 Viclatt &3 Sr 04 25
Barett Ruud 83 J. 85 48 Tom &2 8 - .24 VX
Andfew 63 4 61 42 ?ml@ . %8 S 82 &3
Austin Wi 65 St 62 48 Tola &8 S 18X 5T
EMWBL‘% ' :me‘s ST
‘¥ Pt Phiyer ; HL ¥y P Reb
Bﬁmﬂm 6.?.3 8 B8O 44 g‘ﬁ m 81y & 22 28
Dan Bruce 61 4 93 28 Fotelik ;l; g H; ig
MeLaughiin . 82 G54 Geant Hauphman. T S -
ms«w 3'3 j; 8.1 Et David Gogactiet 62 S 207 40
?Bm 88 S 193 848 Smart” 8- 8 5 55 44
§ Offensive average: 62.2, ] mewrage: 64.0.

i was earher this year, and the Lo
time we played them we had WAy oo
many wmovers.”

Apother kev for the Wildcars will ke

© bow well their biggest plaver piays,

Six-fool-mne center Kyle Bakker hag
averaged 19.3 points and 8.8 rebounds
per pame this seasom, but those
numbers are smafler than his tomis
from a year ago.

“He's a lot more unselfish plaver
offensively this year,” Hook said. “He
bas tripled his number of assists, so
he's @ving up his points to get other
people moze points.

“Kwle also has had to play with two
and thteg people guarding him in
alinost sveg ﬁne. I've been very
pleased with his performance this
season,”

Hook also said he expects Bakker to
have a big showmg in this years
toumament because he's healthy) Last
year Hook said Bakker spraised his
ankle in practice two days before the
state tournament.

“He was only at about 75

e aﬁ Ao P

rcent

This game will be decided ike
t_ggmes, In this rivalry,
§ ability, or lack thereof, to

. shoot the ball from the ocutside. If the

Witldeats'can contain Goeschel and limit
their turnovers, they should fol] o the
second round. If not they will be exiting
early once again,

® First Round:Bellevue W .
Nerfolk; Lincoln High w;sgqg}r:é
Pldute; Omaha Burke over Lincolsn
Southeast; Millard West over Westside

.Semi-Fl’nals.:Béiléwe West aver
Lincoln High; Omaha Burke
oo Wesg nad urke over

®Finals:Omahs. Buske over Bellevue
West: .

®Sleeper: Lincoln Hight *
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mafie Westside as 3 fOst-round
oponent  for the Class A s

HMSMERt Tor more regsons than just
5 WO refular-seuson VKIS over the
YArrons,

s not just having Wesiside's
umber. Our kids get -fired up 1o play
wm for 4 oumber of reason.
Vildeats Coach Rk Hook  sad
hursday night, “There's some added
wentives.”

Such 257 Hook wouldn't elaburate
weh,

“We like to play them.” Hook said,

ft's a compeutlve rivalry, in a lot of
tfferent sports.”

Top 10 No. 9 Millard West made it a - ;,ggi, ‘ng only l@g that upset me at

VoS or ;‘—e \‘\-'as-nc{i e
U T numz ?J.Il%uj
tum orowne den Devaney  Sports
Cenrer.
The Wik Py wanners of nme
‘truﬂhi Pty o 1 Omaha Burke

-S1ar T e today at the Sports
'.mu,r m she scoond of Class A's
semifinals. Mo, 2 Bellevus West and
Mo. 3 Month Plarre meet 2t 1:30 pm.
Millard West shot 63 percent from
the figld, with power forward Adam

HATAIN] m.%‘i wkle nl 1 rehoung
against Burke.™

Westside  went  through  another
mghtm&mh shoonng game agamst the
Wildeats, making 2 27 of 78 shots (34.6
percent). T leading scorer. David
Cioeschel with 22 ponts, was 2 of 13

shooting in the first hall.

Westside Coach
"But I wasa't

"Same ald story,”
Dan Schinzel said.

Y ]
g i :
L Si0e
SBef = S @ L
2020t oy Wk

Vikedi e o ol
Waorlside dida’t rowe correct!y

1ty PTess,

ook i "0 was anot
“Sean MoLaushin w T
best passer down fere - paskail
s e, Hool gid of tie scho
staring  guarterback i football. *
has JEJt vision and found Adam. T

f iy

Dly

Steyer 8 of 8 for 17 peinte. Dan disappointed in the shooting. 1 was rally heckps us
Hruce fed e Wildouis with 13 pomt:.. disappointed in the defense. Stever ate Briuce scored the fizst five gmﬂn o
witls - &-f0ot-10 ~sepior center  Kyle s Up in the first half inside, When we (¢ second half for a 24-peint k
Bakker 14 and Zac Robinson  tried to make a hule bit of arun mthe  Westside closed within 57-42on Gr
I second half, Bruce made: yomes key 3 Hauptiman’s 3 fate in the third quar

“Weme been playing great basketball  and Rohinsen. too, but Mclaughlin scored on
the lasé three or four weeks.” Hook ;_Th g;glayed a great ﬁiigirf.ﬁanee putback hefore yuan

to finis

t‘,‘

Hidard West E&, Q‘maha Wastside 8y

MG West

[}

%&adwm - Ben Muszmen 36 5-7 1 "‘aﬂﬁrméxﬂ
Sﬁxnh&ﬁ,ﬂ?&l;?tZS ﬁpﬂ&!‘ﬂbfwerﬂ-a.z‘l?
xbar5—34 14, 7ac Rowpson 4-571-2 11, Sosft

190

A.‘.g ‘2 o

‘9.’:‘5

=8

Miltiird West ! ach Hie Hook wasn't
rised to ses the: Wilgdats fotally man- -
mle Omaha Westside] HE's: beers watch-
ing muardwmplafwel}fnrthﬂm
month.

The Wildcats used ,shuoting
{845 percent from the field) and a balanced
attack to advanes to.the spmifinals. Millard

West has wont nine: ve games and
beat the Warriomfo: t.hath:rd time this sea-

801

new, and we have been for the last ﬂ‘u‘eﬂ or
four weeks,” Hook said.

Millard West, 17-6, hit 3L of 48 shats from
the field, and missed just one of eight three-

quarten &lﬁeeon&aiqithegme
. “and a 40-2F halﬁ?;e 1ead. The Wildcats ex-
fended theirametoasmanyaszsm
thesecondhaif.

Guard Dmm ¥ed Mllinrd West with
23 points, while Bakker added 14 and Ben
Mussman lméii, :

About the %gﬂook was concerned
about wa&ﬁg? e’s. ability on the hoards.
The: Wmm 185, had 20 offensive re-

Burkeeomoﬁcw. _hesaid.
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BY STU POSPISIL
WOALO-HEQALD BUREALL

Lincoln — Millard West “wanted
Omaha Westside as a  first-round
apponent for the Class A sate
tournareni for more reasons than just
its two regular-season viclories over the
Warriors.

“Its oot just having Westside's
number. Qur kids g2t fired up to play
thern for a numher of reasons,
Wildcats Coach .Rick Hook saud
Thursday night. “There’s some added
incentives.”

Such as?. Hook wouldn't claborate
much,

“We like to play them,” Hook said.
“It's a competitive rivalry, in a lot of
different sports.” :

Top 10 No. 9 Millard West made it a
three-game swesp of the Warriors b
scoring its season. high in an 8
victory over the state’s fourth-ranked
team at the Bob- Devaney Sports
Center. ’

The Wildcats (17-6), winners of nine
straight, play No. 1 Omaha Burke

{19-3) at 5 tonight ax the Sports Center
in the second of Class A's semifinals.
Na. 2 Bellevue West and Mo. ) Morth
Platte were to play a Friday afternoon
g;lﬂ'lE.

Millard West shot 63 percent from
the field. with power forward Adam
Steyer going 8§ of 8 for 17 Eoims. Dan
Bruce fed the Wildeats with 23 points,
with 6-foot-10 senior center Kyle
?a.kker scoring 14 and Zac. Robinson

1.

“We've been playing great basketball
the last three or four weeks,” Hook
said. “The only thing that upset me al
all tonight was our rébounding, I know
the ball caroms funpy and ail-that, but
we have to take care of that rebound
against Burke.”

Westside- went through mﬁ

ightmarish shootin aganst
"v??ﬂm, making 2 g?n_l-lg shots (34.6
percent). [ts leading scorer, David
Goeschel with 22 points, was 2 of 13
from the field in the first half,

“Same old story,” Westside Coach
Dan Schinzel said. “But 1 wasn't
disappointed in the shooting. I was

disappointed m the defenser. Stever oo
us up in the first half inside. When we
iried to make a litde bit of a run in the
second hall, Bruce made some key s
and Robinson, 100, _ ]

“They played a great game from start
to finish.”

Steyer got the Wildcats started with
a nine-point first quarter. Often he was
left alone on the weak side of the
Wildcats” offensé a5 Schinzel said
Westside didn’t rotate correctly out of -
is N
ook said there was another factor,

“Sean McLaughlin is. probably the
best passer down here — basketball
this tme,” Hook said of the school’s
starting quartesback in football. “He
has visionand found Adam, That

helps us.”

Bruce scored-the fist five poi
the second half for a 24- mtmgag
Westside closed within 57-42 on Grant
Hauptman's 3 late in the third quarter,
but McLaughlin scored on a

thi(l;.d-chance putback before quarter's
en

(Atw;mw oAy
B 1:30 g.m. — Semitinal winrars. _—

Ponca 57 ..........
West Point CC 68
Erainarddfsadsa..
ey -
ﬁ'&ﬂﬁ"ﬁ? - West (21-1) vo. North @ 9:30 anh — Bonca (660
L] -8} G al : y o
Bl (17:6) o Burko (199} va, Milard West S 1id mon. oo e
7 Humboidt (22.4).

aa¥
Viﬁﬂ&ﬁ;m\eﬁmm. -
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Agalnst Burke

BY STU POSPISIL
WORLG-HERALD BUSEAU

Lincoln -- Omaha Westside Coach
Dan Schinzel is hlg,hl[y,o qualified to
assess tonight’s Class A boys basketball
semifinal between No, | Omaha Burke
and No. 9 Millard West, two Mewo
Conference powerhouse teams.

His Warriors finished their season
with games against those fwo téams,
heating Burke 5042 for the district title
and losing 10 Millard West 85-68 in
Thursday's first round of the state
IOUMAMEnL.

“It’s going to be a battle,” Schinzet
said. “The way Millard West's quards
;;(:1 playmg, it makes them hﬂﬁi to

Game time s 5 P sl tm %ga

De"aﬂey f'ilf’ﬁ'!ﬁsT ik

streak,
Burke beat Mnmud West 52-43 in
Decembef when the Wildcats were
the No.. L4agﬁmqu 10

proseason rati I
£
poin, m‘ghﬁll@a:d m

“We weren't
basketbafi at that

Coach Rick Hook saé:gﬁagggﬂm
better and better.™”. -

Hmksmdhmﬁm%sﬂmgm

th of {10
%? Tec!i “baseball m1'3;:1'1.11 ;
Bakker, a 6-foot-10 senior, and Adam
Steyer, a 6-4 junior, will lead the
Millard West t’mnt hﬁea%m Butke's
Tola Dada (6-6) and Dan’ und (6-3)‘

“Both I-?:ak us have L inside
games,” k- saud, “Beth of us are
going to play hard™ @ - :

season g m m‘- -
Westside, luﬁgixfm 8 m SRS

Boys State
Basketball

Class A Semifinal Tonight

At Davaney Sports Contor
B p.ih: Omiha Burka (19-3)
v, Miffard West (17-6)

Ciaaz B
Semifinals Tonight =t Sports
Center
& 7: Lincofn Plug X (18-3) vs. Al
liance (18-3)
8 5: McCook (19-4) va. Grand ig-
land Northwest (20-3%.

Clasa G-t -

1 Nebraska boys and lowa ;
giria state bagketball tourna- S

siate<tonmament a

Mﬂlaﬁl West may have held an edgé
on - Westside because of i
pearance in |
in which the Wildcats lost 52-50
Columbus: flew by
" “Last the time flew oy
said. ‘“I{elsal;'ear it felt like a mont
from when we played districts unfg
Od-ay »n 3
In tonight’s Class B semifinals at the
8 Center, No. ! Lincolt Pius
{18-3) —rankedseventhm'ﬂa'l'oy
— plﬁs No. 4 Alliance (18-3)
o: 2 Grand [sland No
and'No. § McCook meetingat 9.




%ulldugs bounce
Millard West 1o lock up
the rematch in todav’s
(lass A state final

BY STU POSPISIL
WORLD-FER A, 3 BUREAL .

Lincoln - Whatever lincup Omaha
Burke puts on the floor, the constant
for the No. | Buildogs is defense.

They stuck with starting three of ©
their tallest players — 6-foot-8 Chris
DeSpain with 6-8 Dan Lund and 6-6
Tola Dada — and took away much of
No. 9 Millard West's inside game for a
37.47 Class A senufinal victory Friday
at the Bob Devaney Sports Center. '

“Jusi outstanding defense,” Burke
Coach Ciary Graner said. *Its what is
in the mmnds of thess kids. All season,
we've said we've had 1o do it with
defense. Thev've competed and taken
~w much pridé i their defense.”

Burke mll reurn W e Class A
championship game for the first me

since 1993, when it lost o -
Papillion-LaVista 58-32 in. overtime,
The Bulldogs (20-3) will play Ne. 1
Bellevue: West, which. defeated N,
North Platte. 64—5I in &am&% :
semifinal. - ;
Burke. mmaf
their two meetin is
Burke winning +S
West winning 5%-5
Millard

25-14 at Balftinse;- mvereanwe
matching the 85-points it scored iy
Thursday's first-round ﬂ&!ﬁm Eﬁmﬁ—*
Omaha Westside: ’

“The more size we had out thﬁ‘é‘
more bodies we could- put -on-~Kyl#
Bakker, the better off we'd be, Gﬂnﬁ‘
said, “We couldn’t pive him 3% and-
evervhody else the potnts- they gat last
night.

“Our bigger guys can plsa}' the
perimeter. Dan lLund can guard a
guard. Dada can st {}umﬂpeﬂptae»" '

Bakker, the Wildcats’ 69 senior
center, scored just 12 points and took
only one shot — a rare 3-point attempt
— in the final quarter. Adam Steyer
went scoreless after going for 17 points

See BURKE Page 58
Class A
OMAMNA BURKE 57, MILLARD WEST &2
e o 1 Wg
Bl

0 on e

\’lmn L)
“&E $ — J?#'vg‘owhw ondy Hogedarn.

I BURKE
Bulldogs Bounce
Millard West

To Reach Final

Continued from Page 53
against Westside,.

“Every point we scored” West
Coach Rick Hook said, “you felt like
you had 1o scratch and claw for.

“Partly it was their defense. For
some reason, oo, we looked fatugued in
the first haif. [ don't know if it was all
of the excitement. And we plaved the
late game. but that's not an excuse. |
thought the second half we came out
and got after .’

Diada led Burke with 17 points. His
first basket - on his first shot of the

-~ came with 2! ST[eftmmeﬁrst
and .

Jason  Dourissesu. Burke's 6.
sophomors guard, added 12 peoirits,
Marc Yiolet had two 33 and ning
points,

Burke's largest leact w5 36*24} on
Lund’s!fw# 5955 Millard
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STRITTCM: Millard West defenders Kyle Bakker, No. 54, and Adam Stever, front
sember. trics to hlnck @ <bhot by Onaba Burke's Tole Dada, who finished with 17
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went against

Miltard West Coach Rick Hook reacts after a call

s Wikdoats n the Class A
the first half,” Hook said after the 57-47loss,

looked fatigued in

CALL: Mill
“For some reason, we

HE CAN'T BELIEVE THE
semifinal sgainst Omaha Burke.




REBOUNDING LEADERS
¥ Player, School & Reh A
1. Bew baoobsoa, O Certef 1% 9% 102
2 Nick Brintiop North Platte 27 27 99

V- 3 Eyle Saddeer, Milkard West 4 06 BE
_“ 4 Camersolollar OroBenspn 19 158 83 FREE THROW PERCENTAGE
] 5 WesWildoson, Gramd Idand 22 H4 75 #  Player, School C M P
: 6. ToddSeversoa, BollevneWest 24 178 74 L JocVawicek, Grandlsbmd 22 4349 877
J_— TR i 7. Atthoe Bools, O Bewson 19 ] 2 2. 7achForuce, Bellemc Wes! 24 155-180 833
TEAM OFFENSE | & Junes Milis, Om Centcal _w _H Mu 3. SethSwendsen, LincNortheast 17 5365 815
- ; 4. fimmyMotsLincNorbeast 17 5367 791
Foinls S ored I 9. Juwuy Motz LwcMortheas 17 113 66 : 5. Brizo Dunogan, Geand ksland 22 105-139 784
Sames Todad A | 1. Jake Predenburg, Bellewie West 24 e 60 6. BrionRahamom OmCentral 19 2938 763
v Ui pre P ! U TOuhaOmbede 17 % 58 3 PT. FG PERCENTAGE 7. Drewhoderson feamey 19 5167 761
; TIERE RTINS ! §2. Brian Dunagan, Grand a am s Poapwr: School & TolaDada, Om Barke 17 104135 750
: em s 1 A 082 i 13. IvkeHansen, UncRonbeast 17 31 54 ﬂ an Lond, Om Burke _m J..H Jna : 9. ZachSenith, North Platte 23 8211 MO
_ HES w21 4995 G5 w M, WillGathrie Bellewme West 24 127 53 2 Comtckewt OmWemside 235 3061 402 10 ostinBickley, OmBryan 19 5473 MO0
M 1M 6L5 : 15. Sean McLangidin Miflard West 24 124 %2 3 Mare Vickew, Ora Butke 17 248 .§_ 11. Mike Sorenson, Om Beyan 19 s .79
i Wwo1ged 602 : 16, Nurds Mane, Grand fstand. 22 114 52 + Bosmidesn OnCowd 19 358 4% 12 ZacRobioson, Milrd West 24 4561 738
[’ 2313t SED 17. Mike Knha, Ow Centraf 12 98 52 5. DedGomchd, OmWesdde 23 61143 .ANu 13. Trevor Tripe, Fearney v 2839 718
n e T @ OET SN 18, justin fickdey, OmBryan © 19 9% 50 ’ ) t4. Kyle Bakker, MiBlard West 24 110154 714
T R T 19 BN 530 . 19. GrantHavphman, Om Westade 23 105 46 6. ZscRobiasn MlladWesd M 4095 dod (5. Dvid Goeschel, Om Weatside 23 113159 711
T 1o 527 20, JonBarclwan Kearvey 13 85 45 7. KedoTumer.OmBrymn 19 50124 403 16, Beo Mussmann, Milard West 24 6693 710
rke 17 48 8. ZachFortose,BeflowseWest 24 GB-1F9 402
. . - 21. Dan Lood, Om Bu o " 17. JimBarthelman, Kesrney 19 2840 700
FEAM DEFENSE 22 ChrisSmarl, Om Westside 23 102 44 -9, Vermafles, UncNirthetst 17 1645 400 18, NickBenting, NocthPlaie 23 102148 600
Poids Allowed 23, Divid Goeschel, Om Wesmide 23 a2 40 30, Luke Haitsest Linc Northeast 17 2768 307 19. Chets DeSpia, Orm Burke 7 oW e
b Camer  Towad g 24. Ronele Stubbs,North Plave 25 91 40 11. Dan Broce, Milled West 24 41-104 504 20, MartyLevieson, Bellovoe Vet 24 6688 681
# Mayed  Fts Pix 5. Matz Eybed, Linc Northeasz - 17 61 38 12. Drew Anderson, Kezmey 19 3898 389 21 Marc Violett, Omn Burke 17 4466 667
1 Narth Mase 3 R62 50 26, Jcob Molss, Nonth Flame 23 73 32 £, JasoaDodtissenn, Om Burke 17 2465 367 22, Kkt Kb, Ovt Ceontea] 19 3045 667
s diran istand o1 1R§ 53B 27. ChrisDeSpain, OmBurke 17 43 25 1¥: Beisn Dunepen, Gread tind 22 G4-180 355 23, luke flansen, LincNorbesst 17 5380 662
Lo the Westside 3 OIme 559 28. Marc Vigiett, Om Burke 17 4 28 15. Foomg Motz Limc Notthesst 17 3599 353 ‘ xﬂa;ﬁig 2 &7 &2
i Bl e 2 1ws ST 6. Grant Bauptinan, Om Wesiside 23 2983 349 2. Arthar Boulss, OmBenson. 19 SL7B 684
T il Wes M40 SR8 I7. pcchy Mol Ko Phaie 23 36105 340 26, Vemoo fles, LincNorbeat 17 4167 611
f Chaaha Bevan o137 508 15. Shuan Wisdom, Bllewe West 24 2087 333 ) "
T b Cemiead Woonuss 62 hw Hﬁﬁgaﬂfsaﬂ 24 .S.NM 323 ASSIST LEADERS
K Roasies 1015 650 . wan_u.._ Duct Bemsan 19 304 283 Plmwer Sehool
o Ormaha Renson oo 080 . M%éﬁlgﬁ 1554 277 “ Eiig NM \_—M L—M...__.
SCGRING LEADERS Juski Rickley, e~ 1 21%6 276 2 ZakSinih RorkPlme 23 1B 5.1
sl ¢ ps kg i Ve tncroctess 171 B 43
A Py, St 4 ] X Linc I
1 Wit ftoss, Lincolm Migh 20 495 248 2 PT. FG PERCENTAGE 5. MariyLevinson, Beflerne Wed 24 Ity 46
1 btk Brults, Om Brison [ S0 8 R Mapen School 6 FGPEA Mt 6. ZachFortune,BelleveeWest 26 105 45
3 Fack Forung, Bellcue Wed 24 438 2112 1. Jacob Moks, Horth Pistie % OTe9e T 7. VernonJHes, LincNortheast 17 4 44
4. Dt Greschel Om Testiide 25 478 208 2. Adam Steyer, Millard Wegt 23 -2 676 & Dam Brece, Milland West 4 1 43
5. Ren Jacchemon, Coa Cenied 343 sz .l 3 Eﬂan.:bnza.ﬂ_g 17 5381 654 , 9. Mike Sorensen, Om Beyan 19 73 41
b Brian Punmgan, feand [Hand 22 415 189 4. Chris DeSpain, Om Burke 17T 4T 636 10. Eyle Jurgens, North Flatie 23 83 36
T Mo Rakleer, Millad Wes 450 183 S. KutlsMann, Grand sbod - 22 5183 6N L1. DswdGoeschel OmWestside 23 77 34
# TOB3 184 6 MatFbel LincNorheass 17 48-7¢ 607 32, MikeChrigtensen Grondllnd 22~ 74 34
q & 177 : 7. Cameroslollr, OmBenson 30 117194 603 13. Shan Wisdom, Believoe West 24 7% 32
[ M 174 8. EyleBakher, Millird West 1IP0I 609 4. Brian Rabaman, OmCentral 19 57 32
u 319168 9. MickBrausug NochPlane 23 13623 570 1. PeleBaldwin, O Westdde 23 71 31
B M 156 10, Avthir Bouis, Oun Benson 19 MO-273 546 16. AlexSuarez OmWestide 23 68 30
14 b T 11. Tola Dads, Om Bucke I7 0G-194 54 17. Seth Seeadsea, Linc Northeast 17 5 29
B M2 12. Seza McLaughbia, MiZard West 24 $9-109 541 : : 18 GeorgeDavis, OmCenrrd 19 49 26
™ Wl 13T . 13. Grant Mauptaman, O Westside 23 50-109 541 19. pmmy Motz, Line Northeast —uq. 45 26
th 3 127 14. Todd Sevecson, Bellovpe West 20 57138 513 20. Treni Mitchell, Bellowe Wedt 24 9 15
I T4 85, Dam Lund, Orn Burke 17 oS3z S0
1 Loo%r ol 16. Brim Dunagan, Grnd bsimd 22 57401 51 —
e MM mm 17, Sedi Seendsen, LincNorthesst 17 54106 509
m . . -
" 46 10
12 41 105
24, Seth Swendsen, Line Northeast 174 0
ri i Hosce, Millard West 24 4 100
5. Newin Trmer. Om By 9 18y e ¢

e Jaswie Atdls, Tom Ceniel 15 156 10




BH L BATSONTHE WORLD-HERM.D

ALL-METRO BOYS: Tota Dada of Omatm Burke, teft, Zach Fortene of Bellevue
West, Kyle Bakker of Millard West, David Goeschel of Omaba Westside and Ben

_dacohson of Omaha Central.

- ALL-METRO BOYS

~ Bellevue West’s
" Fortune Becomes
- ‘Complete Player
" Comuetion OB
T senior Marty Levinsen . of Bellevue

" West, junior Arthar Boults ofQaiahe
. "Bemson, semior-hustin- Albrechireef

' Believue Esst and junior: Ryss Cirtis.

" of Millard South. i
-~ Bakker - was the - oy repdat
7 first-ream selection. Levinson-was fist

- team and: Fortune second team-last

- vear. Goeschel and Jacobson alsa were
«ev second-team selections. '
>~ Observations by World-Herald staff
- writers and nomimations by league
,coaches were used in selection of the
- All-Metro tgams,
* Fortune avem%ed 22.2 points in the
-~ Thunderbirds™ 23-1 season, making 68
*"of 169 J-pointers (40.2 pecent) and
-159 of 180 free throws (88.3 percent).
His average increased with a siring
... bf games late in the regular season in
o which he was scoring in the high 20s.
& "A lot of that was that he staried
T Shooting better shots.” Woodard said.
A5-~Because we improved so much as the
275eason went on defensively, we were
e gOUING easicr shots. As he began to
~“recognize the difference between good
v_ shos and great shots, he started
oscoring more.” L
His improvenient has caught the
= auemion of Division | recruiters,
-;;Woodard said im recent weeks he's

T o

The Division | <
past thiree or four weeks.”

junior,

All-Siate on March 26

The World-Herald's All-State
high school boys and girls bas-
katball teams will be presented in |
the editions of Sunday, March 26,

Dada. a 6-6 senior, scored 20 Poﬁiis
in the second haif of the Buildogs
finals loss o BellevulegWest 1o [nish
the season averagi ints a game.
He also was Buﬁ%é%gleadgog rebounder.

Goeschel, a 6-2 senior, averages
almost 21 points 2 e a8 the
Warriors were district ¢ ions and
state qualifiers for the first lime sinee

“He capped off a great career withra
great s:agon.“ Westside Coach Dan
Schinzel said.

Goeschel, whose ACT score is 31,
probably wifl walk on at Creighton.
CU starter Matt West aiso went from
Westside 1o the Blugjays as 3 walk-on.

Bakker, a 6-9 center who averaged
246 points and 88 rebounds. s & -

ior, had his scoring averagy decline
to 18.8 his semior season His
rebounding average held fast.
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st af Paxton o Cls

= Mezger of H

-

H Tl
L caanner

umbeidy Tsh

s D1 and Matt Freitag

of Chester-Hubbel-Byyon in Class D-2.

The girls honorary All-State eaptains
who were not Super-State are Jina Jehansen
of Centura in Class C-2, Julie Froeschl of
Falls City Sacred Heart in Class D-1 and
Tara Howard of Litchfield in Clags D2

Mick cam 1z
ar oul g g

YA

=i ==

-

Se s g 3avvy Qiayer Qur on

Jeremy Wissing

Wissing was a thr=z- ~2.02 amn aen
dangerous shooter =~
Island Central Catmz o -2
and 11.0 rebounds  ~ ™2 rree sl
tournament games. “e controuted 31 points in
the opening rounc. acaes 23 .- the samifinals
angd scorsg 24 .0 e Sna Nssing was secand-

Andarson s a rape
Stater for Paxton, g a
gamea this yaar and exceadec
state games, sCoring 25 anc 0 m
which was a low-scc,rgng, dets -
the Tigers with 17 poys,

SAns

BOYS SUPER-STATE

Secand Team

Player, school Ht. Yr, Pts, Reb,
Kyle Bakker, Miltard West.,..o..ovvcvee oo, 89 8. 190 as
Jimmy Motz, Lineoln Nertheast.... ..., 67  Jr. 18.0 7.0
Jake Muhlelsen, Lincoin Southeast.... . w63 16.1 37
Brian Duragan, Grand laland . ... B-1 Sr. 18.9 55
Nick Heiser, LIncoln Pius X ......o.oooovovn oo Ce 5-10  &r, 14.0 2.0
Third Team
Ty Graham, Lincoln High ..o 3-8 B, 14,0 2.0
Ben Jacobson, Omaha Central .. .58 8r. 20.1 10.2
Adam Lampracht, Fremont...._. ... . ... .64 Sr. 201 34
Jeremy Wissing, Grand Island Central Cathotic... .64 Sr. 23.5 11.0
Chad Sheffisld, Grand Isiand Northwest............o.ooeeee o, 6-3 Sr. 18.0 .
BAKKER ran ° 4.0
MOTZ MUHLEISEN GRAHAM JACOBSC
'BOYS CLASS A ALL-STATE BOYS CLASS B ALL-STAT
First Team First Team
Player, school H. Yr. Pis.  Reb. Player, school Ht. Yr, Pts.  Reb,
Richard Ross, Lincoln High - 85 Sr. 240 6.0 Nick Heisor, Lincoln Pius X 5-108r. 14.0 2.0
Zach Fortune, Bellevue West 61 Sr. 220 4.1 Chad Sheffield, Grand Island NW 6-3 Sr. 160 4.0
Nick Branting, North Platte 66 Sr. 185 100 Jason Jisa, Seward 85 Sr. 117 7.8
Tola Dada, Omaha Burkae 65 Sr. 185 6.5 Nate Bennett, McCook 6.7 Sr. 147 7.3
David Goeschel, Omaha Westskia 6-2 Sr. 205 45 Micah Kohls, Aurora 68 U 210 10.6
Honorary captain — Richard Ross, Lincain High Hanorary captain — Nick Helser, Lincoln Pius X
Second Team Second Team
Kyle Bakker, Millard West 69 5. 190 98 Garrett Wyman, Aliance -5 Sr. 130 a9y
Jimmy Motz, Lincain Northeast 67 Jr. 1860 70 Brent Haller, Omaha Roncali 62 Sr. 184 53 E
Jake Muhleisen, Lincoin Southeast 63 Jr. 181 3.7 Brian Jakubowski, Schuyler 65 Sr, 178 41
Brian.Dunagan, Grand lsland 61 5. 189 55 ROSS Jarod Obering, Beatrice 59 Jr. 160  ag
Ty Graham, Lincotn High 58 S. 140 3.0 Tony Wilbrand, Alliance 6-10Jr. 160 100

FORTUNE

‘ BRANTING

GOESCHEL SHEFFIEL

RAVE M1 ACC A 1 ANl _CTATE

1) JISA

BENNETY

ROYS QI AR £~_9 Al _CTA



Onty two Class A champions have
dominated therr saw-rournamens
competition more than Bellevie West,
thik s2ason’s champien.

The Thunderbirds, who rank among
the best teams of the past 40 years in
Class A boys basketball. rolled through
Nogfolk 7146, Nerth Platte 69-31 and
Ortaha Burke in the finals 70-53.

- Those victories; by a combined 1otal

of 60 points, meant Bellevue West's
average margin of victosy was 20
points durmg the tournament. The oaly
teams better were Omahia Creighton
Prep i 1969, with an average margin
of 223 points, and. Ommba Tech:in
1963, with an average margin of 217
points. :

Prep, with ali-state’ player Mark
Langer, beat its three opponents by a

AS
vest
Boys Teams
combied 7 poantn The lunsor favs
trampled Omuaha |

sl

Ve

focll 6E-34,
Scottsbluff §7-4) and Omabha Ceniral
74-48 to complete 2 21-4 seasoi.

Tech, with all-state performers 'red
Hare and Joe Williams, won its three
games by 65 paints. The Trojans beat
Hastin%s 15-57, Columbus §3-54 and
Prep 91-73 while ending with a 22-2
record.

Belleyue . ‘West Coach Doug
Woodard's team went 23-1 this season
and was three points away from a
ﬁrfec! segson. - Burke at the

hunderbirds  59-57, scormg. mn the
final seconds, to close the regular

Since Omaha South went undefeated
in 1960, only Coach Larry Ribble's

See BOYS STATE Page 21

a4 3 ;3 2y
SRy mMeinALlY

Ratings
By 5t Pospisil

Top 10/Clus= A

Racord
t. Bollavus Wast 23-1
2, Omaha Buke 204
3. Mot Platte 17-6
4. Lineoln Hi 1546
5. Millard West 17-7
&, Om. Westeids 18-5
7. Lincoln SE 14-8
8. Lincoin Riyg ¥ 20-3
8, Lincoin NE 13-7
10. Grand Istand 12-10

B Columbus (11-7) ranks

Class A,

158
£5-50 -
B84.50
58-54

1Gth in

Marty Levinson
Bellavue West

All-Nebraska Second Team

Secend Team
Player School L. Yr. Avg.
Marty Levinson Bellevue West 6-3 Sr. 141
Ben Jacobson Qm, Central 6-6 8r. 201
Kyle Bakker Mittard Wast 6-9 &r. 188
Brian Dunagan =~ Grand Isfand 6-1 Sr. 18.9
Jimmy Motz Lincoin NE 6- 7 Sr. 180

Om. Central
Millard West
Grard island
Lincoln NE




ioRg Millard  South
undefeated champion in Class A,

M WHE dn

Bellevue  West is the fourth
once-beaten Class A champion in the
penod. followng Omaha Ceniral m
1974 and Lincoln Mortheast in {982
and 1998,

“This 5 the best team [ve ever
coached. Absolutely. No question
about it.” Woodard saud Saturday.
“Their focus, their effort, their
intensity.  You couldn't
anything more.

"1 don't kmow how
these thmgs, but I certainly think
they're one of the better teams that’s
come down the pike in some years, af
feast from my point, {'d go to war with
them."”

Lincoln Pius X Coach Ray Forycki
said he feels the same way about his
Thunderbolts, who rolted to a 77-52
victory over MoCook in Saturday's
(lass B final.

“This s the most focused team T've
aver coached.,” Forveki said. “They
taught me more than 1 could ever teach
them, That's why we woit, We had the
right ingredients of kids to keep that
focus.”

In the final Wortd-Herald Top 10,
Bellevue West is fixst and meuln Pius

Chﬁte:-ﬁubheﬁ-ﬁyﬁﬁ '
Bellévue: West_ et

gam& i
“For the balance of the season we
were better conditioned tham most
£AMS 0T an y really i the state,”
Woodard said, “But in the last couple
of weeks leading up to districts, I elt
xople had closed the gap om us and it
ooked like we were fatiguing. So we
Tade an effort last week. aflter districts;
0 take ourselves to another level in
onditioning, We didn't back off, we
didn't shorien practices — in fact we
iengthened them — and the kids
commmitied themselves to this,
“People don't understand that to

ask for

people- Took- ap:

LA

Class -1
i, fGraca ssiand 6 271 E6-51
2. Gﬁadr:m 18-& A&7-53
3. Fairury i85 58-47
4 Plarcs 17-8 52-48
5. Syracuss 20-3 8242
6. Wanoo 20-5 GB4-50
7. Elkiom WM 17-7  56-48
8. DC Aquinas 1111 £3-64
3, Columbus LV 184 §51-44
10. Alblon 19-4  Bd-47

Class C2 '

= g Panca - S A - = B

3. Weat Poinl CG 20-5 G461
4. Brainard EB 215 6408

2 Arapance

12 Suinanand !

Class Dl
: 0
5 earms Freeman 1 :3 -L
7. Johnson-Brogk 157 B8-32
8. Falls City SH 20-5 64.50
9. Curtis MV 16-7  61-49
10, Qsmond 21-3 7047

(lass -2
1. Chegter-HE 22-4 5244
2. Ewing 224 64-49
3, Lindsay HFF 18-6 6351
4, Hampton 17-6  B0-51
5, Chambers 17-6 594§
8. Greslsy i8-3 G680
", Bt S iR 8058
& Hayas Carder 53 834F
9, Litchiiald 16-5  BY-50
10, Bruning i858 5550

press and mun for three straight days
and be able 1o do that against a team as
ood as Burke, on the heels of North
atte. It {akes a tremendous amount of
conditioning and mental toughness as
well,”

Bellevue West was leading Burke
only 22-18 before closing the half with
an 11-2 run. Key. Woodard said. were
the five points that came m the tinal 20
seconds. Shuan Wisdom, & sophomore,
made his setond 3-pointer of the run,
and Tremt Mitchell- scored with 9.2
seconds left. he

“It was ve rtant going mto
locker mo:;yl Tﬂs ummayper::.of
momenqm and being up- 13 msteeciof

¢t Woodiid' saidl *An

5%
T butwﬁmgoag@w zh%kvel
, cvery point yOu ght to witlen
he lead out is.a harda' mountamﬂnt
your opy
C&r&n@e’ best: agaast
s o
rest of Class A since 199 — a 1522
record. Bellevue West was 4-0 in such
games, as was Omaha Westside.. -

The Metro’s records against the rest
of Class A, since the league went to
round-robin scheduling, were 4-27 in
1996, 4-26 in 1997, 12-24 in 1998 and
8-27in 1999.

MNorth Platte remains third afier
reaching the semifinals for the first
time since 1992.

No.4 Lincoln High's 60-47 lossta
North Platie in the {isst round was the
first time in |1 games that the Links
hadn't scored more than 70 points. The

Links were ranked fifth before districts.

Millard West rises from ainth (o
fifth after beatin% Westside for the
third time. The 85-68 victory for the
Wildcats gave them a school-record 17
wins, Westside slips from fourth to
sixth, but it stays ahead of No.?
Lincoln Southeast because of
late-sedson sCOre WOMPATisOns againsi
Burke.

Westside beat Burke 30-42 o the
Dhuswrict A-1 final. Burke ‘beat
Southeast 54-45 in districts and 69-66
at state. Both Burke and Southeast
were wild-card teams,

Pius X, because it had 2 6664
victory over Wa&a;rk; and &' 7268
overtime. vic iz thed

Alex S

Travia Kertman, Lin, Pics X
lmm_m

Jay Wigsing, Gr. Ishnd GG

Mich Bamy, Chadron

B Honarery “Pﬁin—derwn&w 39
CLASS C-2

J.0. Roberts, Ponca 6-
G

B4

6 3

Matt Hanan, Pierce 6 &
G- 4

58

1

;

MaﬂMengf Humboldt- TR 6- 0

Stnueting, Brasnam EB 6 4

C nswa net, W. Pont CC  §- 2

Plager. Humbolgt. TR 8— 3
captain—\
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Boys, Girls Basketball Record Perfcrmances

Schoel records and other noteworthy performances this season in Nebragka high school boys and girls basketball, with state all-time rankings in parentheses (*—does not qualify as a school

record):

“50. Oswaldo Meding. Nicbrara vs. Santee W Sieals, season: 11 ; : "
Boys 43, Richard Ross, Lincoln High vs, Mitard South Lamiserson, Wiber: 90, Graiieart 63, Adarn Bt
TEAR 47. Nate Doremus, Benedict . Kimball, 68, Phi Sorensen, Emerson-Hubbard: 65,
POINTS, ORE GAME 42, Clint Durs, Dilker-Odell vs. Pawnee City Nats Sith, Sargent; 43, Dan Bruce, Mil. West
s. Todd .Ooc:ux 55 At {tig), Davirt Goeschef, Westside vs. Om. Banscn W Steals, ma: 11, Konopasek: 10, Travis
b Ve *a1, En¢ Prososio: Genoa TFarkington, Gxford SV: 9. Lamberson.

Qualricks. SN,
Mizbrara

Aushwille
fvs Quibertson.
5. season: 8. Grand island CC: 23, Belle-
L Weast 21, Qeainard E3; 17, Milard West: 11, Nar-
ol T ulhigran,
® Consecutive victores: 17, Grand kstand CC: 8,
el Rlatie illarg West.

M Scoring average, season: 72,0, Harrison: 709,
Kunteall; 70, Oxford SV: 843, Brainard EB. 604,
Lynch.
L.moo;:m delense, season; 437, Colymbus LV:
veeber. Glatonig: 48.8. Columbus Scotus: 50,
Salhote: 52,2, Forl Calhoun,
est points allowed, game: 28, Fort Cathoun

Al
126, Gering: 84, Wauneta-Palisade: 67, Shelby,
B 3-poimers, game: 17 (tie-7), Oxtord 8V: 10. Fort
Crhoun: 10, Frainard BB

BB Field-geal percentage, s=asom: 540, Millard
Wit

& Frec-throw percentage, sasson: .740. Falls City
Sit 7, Merdetk Cathohe. 702, Omaha Bryan,

9 Free throws mede. game: 51, Poter-Cix.

B Free throws, game: 77, Folter-Dix; 47, Cozad.

B Rebounds, season: 761, Milard Wast.

B Assists, sepson: 437. Mitlard West,

il Steals. season: 144, Millard West.

Individual
CAREER SCORING

W Wissing, Grand island GC
Tan-ar Angarsan, Paxli
Z ! Eikrasar, Dodge
*1 441, o Krajewski, Oshkosh
1428 Dusty Keiser, Narelk Calhahe
1.420. Ban King, Lynch
“1.405%. Kyle Konopasak. Verdwgre

b Andreas, Bayard )
1 Lakkar. Millard West
278, Cbris Wagner, Wast Point CC
247 Angy Kelpisen, Osmond
. Malt Jochun, Qsmond
1. Jor Sosher, Donighan
1, Davrd Guesehel, Om, Wesiside

21, o Kie
vsh Kpsmchie, Wahoo
- Jarsmy #iehal, Gedar Blubs
at1, Chiard Sheltield, Grand stand MW
a1, Kyle Folls, Qxlord SV
SEASON SCORING
: Siruebing, Brainard EB
»as. Bayard
Ak, Airswrdh
rhg, Benkefman
ehac, Kintball
& Mornpasek, Yerdigre
58, flaugrsachs, Harnsgn
420, Ban Koy, Lynch
. PGINTS. ONE GAME
m_c‘xm_mm:_.&?_.ﬁ.mqw,ﬁm_dmmw

41. Andy Hughes, Etwood )

40. Adam Bahac, Kimball vs. Gering

40. Palricic Houser, Daykin Meridian vs Milkgan
39, Kavin Fairmon, Lawrence

3B, Austin Stewarl, Allen

30. Derek Fritzen. Adams Freeman v Maicoim

Season Average
25 8, Adam Behac, Kirnbat
24.8. Eric Havramel. Ainsworth

Career Avcrage
17.8. Ben King, Lynch
M<ﬂmn_n goals, cureer: 277, Dane Becker, Oxford
I Field goats, game: 15, Andy Hughes. Etwood,
W Fietd-goal . seasan: 676, Adam
Steyer, Mifl. Wast, 651, Tumer Trefholz, Schuyler:
647, Steve Kriawald, NL-Scolia.
M 3pointers, carvesr: 203 8], Matt  Jochum,
Osrmond; 184, Ayan Bowrher. Kimbaf: 178, Matl
Hames, Haringlon C; 168, Jaspn Krajewski,
Oshkosh: 152, ¥yle Fults, Oxlord SV, 142, Kyle
Koropasek, Verdigre,
] inters, season: 88 (tie-6), Bourier; 79, Josh
McCloud, Newman Grove: 64, Fulls: 63 Kobze: 61,
Adamson: 59. Phil Sorensen. Emerson-Hubbard: 49,
X 3-pointers, game: 3, Kevin Tumer, Om. Bryan; 9,
Zac Kamiz, Scotispiut: 9. Klint Benson, Fort Cathoun:
2. AJ. Landon, Kearmney Catholic: 2. Bouriar: 8, Fults:
8, Adamson: 8. Ryan Barley. Maxwel,
B Free throws, career: 31t Hyle Konopasek,
Verdigre: 171, Dana Becker, Qufard SV,

B Frée throws, season: 113, Konopasek: 112, Kyle

Anderson. Raymond Cenfral: 102, Adam Bohaz,

Kienbal.

W Free throws, game: 20, Sath Brown, Valley: 14,

Andy Hughes. Elwood.

Fi ow altampts, game: 24, Brown, :

RC itive  free th made: 18, Andy

E 5. Elwood.

n fhrow percentage, career: 830, Mab

Hames, Hartington CC;

I Free-throw  percentasge, season: 877, Joe

Mwsnmx. Grand Island: .868. Dan Simon, Falis City
H: .B26.

B Rebounds, carser: 763. Dusty Keiser. Maorlolk

Cath.; 515. Kyle Bakker. Mill. West; 398, Dahe

Heckar, Oxlord SV, o

H Rebounds, seasen: 268. Jeremy Wissing. GICC:

290, Kyle Struebing, Brainard EB: 209, Dion Parks,

Benkelman: 206. Bakker.

i Rebounds, gime: 22, Oswaldo Medina. Nicbrara:
15. Bakker. .

R Assists, career: 570, mmﬁm Kanopasek, Verdigre;

550, Jamie Douglas, GICC: 395, Brad Braithwa,

Arapahos; 335, Chiis Wagner, West Poirt CC 291.

W Asaiate, season: 262, Uouglas. 173, Troy Banes,

Braitard EB; 173, Konopasel: 154, Braithwait: 157.

W Asgiats, game: 16, Ty Graham, Lincoln High: 16,

Douglas; 16, Josh Lamberson. Wilber; 16, Brad

Braithwait. Arapabos; 15, Adam Bohac, Kimball.

W Blocked shols, carear: 225, Kyh: Bakkar, Mill.

West: 216, Ben King., Lynch; 155, Nate Bennef,
MeGook: 51, Jost Herbars, O'Neitl. )

 Blocked shots, season: 78, Levi Gray. Manison.

W Steals, career: 336, Kyle Konopasek, Verdigre:

246, Chris Wagner. West Point CC: 191, Brad
Brafthwait. Arapakioe: 130, Dusly Keiser Nordgolk

Cath.

MORE STATS

M Additions reported to last
week’s lists of final statistical
leaders in boys and girls bas-

B Etkh i: Is:
om girks: Jessie Runty. 13.3 scornm
S
. & eat boys: m t, 675
field-goal percentage (leads O.WMW_.. Zach
Robinson, 40-99 3s, .404; Dan Bruce,
41-104 3s, 304,







1999-2000 HIGHLIGHTS

STATE TOURNAMENT FINAL FOUR
DISTRICT CHAMPIONS -
FINAL RATINGS (5TH)

TEAM SCHOOL RECORDS BROKEN/TIED

BEST RECORD 17-7

MOST WINS 17

MOST WINS IN A ROW - 9
ASSISTS 437

FIELD GOAL % = 54% (453/832)
TOTAL REBOUNDS 761
STEALS 144

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL RECORDS BROKEN/TIED

KYLE BAKKER CAREER TOTAL POINTS 1,333
SEASON TOTAL REBOUNDS 206
CAREER REBOUNDS 515
CAREER BLOCKS 225
SINGLE GAME REBOUNDS 15 VS. WESTSIDE

BEN MUSSMANN CAREER STEALS 80

DAN BRUCE SINGLE GAME ASSISTS 11 VS. WESTSIDE
SEASON STEALS 43

SEAN MCLAUGHLIN CAREER FREE THROW % 77% (59/77)

ADAM STEYER SEASON FIELD GOAL % 68% (69/102)
CAREER FIELD GOAL % 68% (69/102)






