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Wildcats Excited for Upcoming Season

The Millard West Wildcats

Boys’ Basketball team has
earned a pre-season Top Ten
rating. The team is rated #10
by the Omaha-World Herald
going into the 2011-2012
basketball season. The Wild-
cats were 8-16 last year, but
have a lot of experience re-
turning.

The Wildcats are returning
their three leading scorers
and seven players with varsity
experience. “We had a very
good off-season. | think we
will have good depth this
year,” Coach Bill Morrison
said.

Junior Connor Lusso was
the team’s leading scorer and
rebounder averaging 16 and
7.9 in his Sophomore season.
Senior Shawn Martin has
earned 2 letters and started
most of the season last year.
He averaged 8.2 points and

shot 35% from the 3-point
arc. Frankie Guido averaged
7.5 points per game and Zach
Waldron averaged about 3
assists per game. Both Sen-
iors started in some of Millard
West's games last year.

Dylan Steyer, Spencer
Sharp, and Josh Lallman all
played quality minutes for the
Wildcats as swingmen from JV
to Varsity. Skyler Monaghan
and Matt Wolf are expected to
compete for playing time for
the Wildcats.

“We have the talent to be
pretty good,” Morrison said.
“We need to come together
as a team and stay focused
on our team goals.” Morrison
said his team has set some
pretty high goals for the sea-
son. The team’s versatility
should help them in their
attempt to reach those goals.
Good team size and an inside-

outside balance should pro-
vide an exciting season for the
Wildcat fans.

The team traveled to
Elkhorn High and played in a
pre-season scrimmage with
Elkhorn High and Omaha
South. The Wildcats won both
halves of the scrimmage.

In the opening scrimmage,
West used their rebounding
and full court transition to
open a big lead on Omaha
South.

The 2nd half was a slower
game. West had to use their
half court game to overcome a
physical Elkhorn team.

“Everyone is excited about
the scrimmage. The coaching
staff definitely saw some
things we need to work on.”
Morrison commented. “We
have a lot of potential, but I'm
not sure our defense is ready
for Norfolk.”
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Hot Second Half Carries Norfolk to Win

NORFOLK, Neb. — Preseason Top 10 No. 2 Norfolk went inside early, then relied on some torrid
G\\,? outside shooting to down No. 10 Millard West 75-59. The teams' season opener Friday night, part of a

=

four-team tournament that includes Lincoln Southeast and Omaha Creighton Prep, drew a full house of
2,200. The Panthers (1-0) are to visit No. 9 Lincoln Southeast (1-0) at 6:30 p.m. Saturday in the cham-
pionship game. Millard West will play for third place at Creighton Prep High School.

Norfolk got eight points early from 6-foot-7 senior Alex Starkel to build a 15-6 lead. Starkel finished with 18 points and
nine rebounds. Baskets by Millard West's Connor Lusso, Spencer Sharp and Frankie Guido cut the lead to 20-16 with 6:04 left in
the first half before a 13-4 run by the Panthers boosted it back to 33-20 following a basket by sophomore Taylor Reedy.

"I thought our guys got off to a fairly good start," Norfolk coach Ben Ries said. "I thought we established Alex in the paint
early on, and that's something we wanted to do. Then I thought Jalen (Bradley) and (Tremain) Monroe steadied the ship in some
times where we were struggling in the course of the game." Bradley finished with 24 points and Monroe 15.

The Panthers, who led 37-28 at halftime, got rolling in the third quarter. They began the second half with an 8-0 run to
expand their lead to 45-28 on a floater by Bradley. The Wildcats didn't get any closer than 13 points as Norfolk built its advantage
to 65-43 at the end of three quarters.

"I was really proud of our younger kids. Our inexperienced seniors made some plays," Ries said. "That really helped us get

over the hump."

Ries said he was disappointed in the Panthers' play in the second quarter. "I don't think we defended very well," he said.
"But Millard West has a lot of good pieces. Connor Lusso is a tremendous player, and they had other guys step up like Spencer
Sharp who hurt us. We got a little tired in the second quarter after we put in a lot of energy in the first quarter. We made some silly
errors. But the kids really responded after halftime and pushed it up to 18, 20 points."

Sharp led the Wildcats with 20 points. Norfolk out-rebounded Millard West 38-28 and shot 6 of 13 from 3-point range
compared with 3 of 11 for the Wildcats.

"I told our guys that we had to come out the second half and get after it right away," Millard West coach Bill Morrison
said. "I think Norfolk came out and scored 13 points in its first six possessions, and you're not going to beat anyone doing that.

"We did a nice job guarding Jalen early on, but our off-side help was terrible. We were coming to block everything, and he
was finding the open guys or they were getting the rebounds."

Morrison said the Panthers did a good job of executing in the third quarter. "Norfolk
has a really good basketball team. I knew about the three guys they had coming back, but they
had some other guys step into their roles tonight." |

MW: Zach Waldron 0-1 0-0 0, Skyler Monaghan 2-4 0-0 5, Shawn Martin 0-5 1-2 1, )
Frankie Guido 5-8 2-3 14, Josh Lallman 1-6 1-2 3, Matt Wolf 2-2 0-0 4, Dylan Steyer 1-5 0-2
2, Connor Lusso 4-8 2-9 10, Spencer Sharp 7-9 6-6 20. Totals 22-48 12-24 59.

N: Jalen Bradley 8-17 6-6 24, Tremain Monroe 6-12 1-2 15, Stefan Mendel 0-0 1-2 1, §

-11 2-3 18. Totals 29-58 11-17 75.

MW 10 18 15 16 59
NHS 17 20 28 10 75

Class A Pre-Season Rating

Omabha Central, 26-3, 1
Norfolk, 23-5, 3

Lincoln High 12-12, NR
Creighton Prep, 23-6, 4
Papillion-LaVista, 3-20, NR Lincoln Southeast, 14-11, 10
Omaha South, 16-10, 6 . Millard West, 8-16, NR
Omaha Bryan, 25-5, 2 10. Omaha Benson, 19-7, 5

o %0 N o
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Prep Beats Wildcats
in Overtime

Two top-ten teams met at the Bird Cage for a classic Metro
Conference battle. Creighton Prep jumped out to an early lead, but
Millard West used their running game in the 2™ and 3™ quarter to
build an 8§ point lead going into the final period. Prep took a late lead
and used a 22-27 performance from the line to beat the Wildcats in
overtime, 68-60.

Cale Dineen took charge of the Blue Jay offense early and
scored seven points for Prep in the first quarter. Prep built an 11-4
lead in the opening period while Millard West looked for their offen-
sive flow. The Wildcats were unable to score for 7 straight posses-
sions. Zach Waldron made a 3-pointer followed by Dylan Steyer’s
field goal to help West pull within two at the end of the quarter, 11-9.

Millard West turned up the defensive pressure and held Prep
scoreless for the first four minutes of the 2™ quarter. Lusso scored 6
points in the quarter to lead the Wildcat full court attack. West led 23-
22 going into the break. “We started playing better defense and got
some easy baskets in the 2" quarter,” Coach Bill Morrison said.

The Wildcats outscored Prop 21-14 in the 3™ quarter behind
Shawn Martin’s 8 points in the quarter. The Wildcats biggest lead of
the game was 44-33 with under a minute left in the 3™ period.

Prep was able to erase the 8-point Wildcat lead in the first
2:05 of the half as they tied the score 44-44 on a 3-pointer by Dineen.
The two teams traded leads for the remaining 6 minutes of the period. & :
With the score tied, Millard West held the ball for the last minute of = -
the quarter and called a timeout with 13.6 seconds on the clock. The
Wildcats found Lusso open on the block but turned the ball over as
Prep double teamed the post. With 6.3 seconds left in the game, Dineen drove the length of the court, but missed a lay-up at the
buzzer to send the game into overtime. Dineen scored 8 points for the Blue Jays.

Morrison was disappointed in his team’s performance to start the 4™ quarter. “We didn’t make very good decisions. We
had some unforced turnovers and took a couple bad shots,” he said. “But we still had chances to win. They did a great job at the
line tonight. That’s how you win close games.”

Bertolini opened the overtime with a 3-pointer for the Blue Jays. Brown made 1 of 2 free throws to give Prep a 59-55 lead.
Sharp scored for the Wildcats to pull within 2 points at 59-57. Dineen made 2 free throws and Kathrein was fouled on the 2™ free
throw and made 2 of 2 charity attempts. Prep led by 6 at 63-57. Lallman made a 3 pointer to keep the Wildcats alive, but Dineen
made 4 of 4 free throws to end the game a give Prep a 67-60 victory.

Millard West 9 14 21 11 5 60 Lusso 15, Martin 10, Sharp 9, Monaghan 7, Lallman 7, Steyer 6, Guido 3, Waldron 3
Creighton Prep 11 11 14 19 13 68 Dineen 23, Jasnowski 9, Brown 9, Bertolini 8, Broderick 6, Schulte 5, Kathrein 5, Toner 3
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Millard West Uses First Half to
Earn First Win of Season

The Millard West Wildcats shot 59% from the field in the first half to build a 29 point lead in the first half on their way to a
70-48 victory over Omaha Burke. The Bulldogs battled in the 2™ half but were unable to cut into the lead. Shawn Martin scored 14
points for the Wildcats and Connor Lusso and Spencer Sharp added 11 points each. Trey Carr scored 9 to lead Omaha Burke.

The game started with 2 free throws due to a technical foul on the Bulldogs during warm-ups. Millard West forced 8 turno-
vers in the first quarter to build an early 20-7 lead. Lusso scored seven points in the first quarter for the Wildcats.

Millard West scored on the first 9 possessions of the 2™ quarter and led 42-13 late in the quarter. Omaha Burke’s two big
men, Tre Hymer and Zach Oliver, both saw limited play because of foul trouble. Skyler Monaghan scored all nine of his points in
the 2™ quarter. Burke used a 7-0 run to end the quarter. Millard West led 42-20 at the half.

The Wildcats built their lead back to 49-22 before the Bulldogs started to battle back. Burke went on a 13-5 run and ended
the quarter down by 19, 54-35. The closes the Bulldogs would come to Millard West was 63-46 with 2:11 left in the half. The
Wildcats finished the game with a 7-2 run and won by 22, 70-48.

“We didn’t start well in the first two games. We challenged the guys to come out strong in the first quarter,” Coach Bill
Morrison said. “Our defense created a lot of our offense in the first half.”

Millard West
Omaha Burke

20 22 12 16 70
7 13 15 13 48

Martin 14, Lusso 11, Sharp 11, Monaghan 9, Steyer 6, Waldron 6, Wolf 4
Carr 9, Oliver 7, McCoy 7, Rehurek 6, Dressler 5, Curran 5, Clayton 4, McCulloch 2, Hymer 2

Wildcats Even Record by Beating North Platte in Overtime

The Millard West boys basketball
team traveled to North Platte and beat the
Bulldogs 47-39 in overtime. The Wild-
cats scored on every possession in over-
time to take control of the game. Connor
Lusso scored 6 of his game high 17
points in overtime. Skyler Monaghan
made 4 of 6 free throws and Josh
Lallman made 2 of 2 to seal the victory
for Millard West. Jack Kenny led North
Platte with 15 points.

North Platte jumped out to a 6-2 lead
and used a controlled offense to slow
down the Wildcats who scored 70 points
the night before. The Bulldogs melted
off almost two minutes at the end of the
quarter and finished the quarter with
Kenny making a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

The second quarter was similar to the
first. Millard West only had nine posses-
sions to 10 for North Platte. Trevor
Schramm led the Bulldogs with 6 first
half point. North Platte led 14-15 at the
half. “We did not have very many good

possessions in the first half,” Coach Bill
Morrison said. “It seemed like we were
on defense the whole half. We took too
many quick shots.”

The 3™ quarter produced more scor-
ing for both teams. Midway through the
quarter, Millard West took a 25-24 lead
on back-to-back baskets by Spencer
Sharp. Kenny made two consecutive 3-
pointers late in the quarter to give the
Bulldogs a 20-29 lead to close the peri-
od.

Millard West took a 31-30 lead with
a basket from Lusso in the first posses-
sion of the 4™ quarter. Neither team
could score for the next 3 minutes.
North Platte scored all 5 of their points
from the free throw line in the 4™ quar-
ter. With the score tied 35-35, the Wild-
cats held the ball for the last minute of
the quarter. Shawn Martin missed a
shot with 7 seconds remaining, but the
Bulldogs were not able to score on the
offensive end.

Millard West went to their inside

game in overtime. Lusso made 4 of 4
free throws in the first 2 possessions of
the bonus period and then scored a field
goal to give the Wildcats a 41-36 lead.
Kenny got fouled on a jump shot and
made 3 of 3 free throws to pull the Bull-
dogs within 2 at 41-39. Monaghan made
2 of 4 free throws while North Platte
missed two field goals. The Wildcats
gained the biggest lead of the game with
Josh Lallman’s free throws with 1.2 sec-
onds remaining in the game.

“That was a good win for us,” Morri-
son said. “North Platte has played three
rated teams very close this week. They
are great at controlling the tempo and
really made us play their game tonight.”

Millard West
North Platte

77 15 6 12 47
96 155 4 39

MW: Lusso 17, Sharp 13, Monaghan 9,
Lallman 6, Meyer 2
NP: Kenny 15, Schramm 8, Wright &,
Irish 6, Callaghan 6



2011—-2012

Page 4

Eagles Wear Down Wildcat Boys

By Steven Elonich

After a competitive first quarter, Akoy
Agau and No. 1 Omaha Central ran away
with a 79-54 victory against No. 10 Mil-
lard West.

Coveted college prospect Agau tallied
a game-high 21 points on 80 percent
shooting from the field. The 6-foot-9
forward also had three huge blocks to
keep the momentum on Central's side.
The blocks "change the game and stop
the other team from driving to the bas-
ket," Agau said. "They really help the
defense."

Connor Lusso did his best to keep
Millard West in it as the junior scored a
team-high 19 points, but the Wildcats'
effort fell well short.

At the end of the first quarter, it
seemed as if the Wildcats (2-3) would
give Central a run as they trailed only15-

v

11. The Eagles (6-0) quickly put an end
to that, outscoring West 20-11 in the sec-
ond quarter to take a 13-point lead into
halftime.

The Eagles' run-and-gun style wore
down Millard West. In the second half,
when the Eagles shot better than 69 per-
cent from the field due to easy fast-break
buckets, they built their lead as large as
27 points.

"We want to keep the tempo up; we
want to play fast," Central coach Eric
Behrens said.

It's easy to play fast with players such
as Darian Barrientos-Jackson, Tra-Deon
Hollins and Agau on the squad.
Barrientos-Jackson finished with nine
points, including two shots from behind
the arc, along with three assists. Behrens
complimented the senior on his leader-
ship and ability to keep the entire team
settled down and focused.

Hollins dominated on defense, forcing
four steals and dishing out a game-high
SiX assists.

Looking ahead to more difficult
games can be easy for teams as they con-
tinue to succeed. While Central's closest
game has been an 18-point win over Lin-
coln Southeast, it has its eyes set on each
individual contest.

"As the No. 1 team in the state," Agau
said, "we know that every team is going
to give us their best shot."

Behrens agreed with his star junior
player. "We're just going to go out and
play every game. that's just how it's
done."

Both teams have a quick turnaround
as the Eagles play Saturday night at
Omaha Burke and the Wildcats are home
against Bellevue East.

Millard West (2-3)......... 11111517—54
At Omaha Central (6-0) 15 20 21 23—79

MW: Connor Lusso 19, Skyler Mona-
ghan 9, Josh Lallman 9, Spencer Sharp 9,
Shawn Martin 5, Matt Wolf 3.

C: Akoy Agau 21, Deandre Hollins-
Johnson 11, Darian Barrientos-Jackson 9,
Mike Welch 8, Kevin Scott 8, DeShun
Roberts 7, Treshawn Thurman 6, Tra-
Deon Hollins 4, Troy Beaugard 3, Cam-
ron Payne 2.
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= Wildcats Collect Big

Win Over Chieftains

Millard West wasted no time to bounce back from
losing to the #1 team in the state. The Wildcats out-

&

scored Bellevue East in all four quarters and won 69-42. Bellevue East was 5
of 27 from behind the 3-point arc, and Millard West out-rebounded the Chiet-
tains 33-19. Four Wildcats scored in double figures led by Connor Lusso with
18 points. Kyle Connor led the Chieftains with 17 points and Kang Char scored
12.

West’s two big men scored on their first three possessions to open up the
game with a 6-0 lead. After the teams exchanged 3-pointers, the Wildcats went
on a 7-0 run to lead 13-3. West led after the first quarter by a score of 15-6. A
basket by Shawn Martin gave the Wildcats their biggest lead of the half at 30-
13. Shawn Martin led the Wildcats with 7 points in the 2™ quarter. Kyle Con-
nor made a 3-pointer to close the half and cut the lead to 30-16.

The early part of the 3™ quarter had each team exchanging baskets. Char
kept the Chieftains relatively close with 6 early points in the quarter. Trevor
Lanear made a basket to pull Bellevue East within 12 at 38-26 before West
went on an 11-0 lead in which four Wildcats scored. The quarter ended with
the Wildcats up 53-28.

After West built their lead to 61-30, Coach Bill Morrison cleared his bench.
Spencer Sharp scored eight points in the quarter before the starters enjoyed their
seats on the bench to finish the game. Lusso, Martin, Sharp and Dylan Steyer all
scored in double digits while Josh Lallman and Skyler Monaghan had 6 assists
apiece. The Wildcats shot 65% from the field for the game.

“We did a great job of controlling the boards on both ends,” Coach Morrison
said. “I was also happy with the way we attacked on offense.” The Wildcats
evened their record with the win at 3-3. They have one more game at #3 Papil-
lion before the holiday break. “We need to go in there and make a statement.
We need to find out if we are good as we think we are,” Morrison stated.

BE 6 10 12 14 42
MW 15 15 23 16 69

BE — Pelzer 2, Odom 5, Ourada 2, Lenear 4, Connor 17, Char 12
MW — Monaghan 6, Martin 15, Lallman 5, Wolf 2, Steyer 10, Lusso 18, Sharp 13

Wildcats Lose More
Than a Game

#3 ranked Papillion-LaVista High School
beat Millard West 64-57, but West lost more
than a game. Evan Sharp passed away last
night after an 18-month battle with brain can-
cer. Evan is the younger brother of starter
Spencer Sharp.

The team wore orange T-shirts and orange
shoe socks to honor Evan. The crowd also
sported orange clothing at the game.

Spencer led the Wildcats with 12 points and
11 rebounds, but his effort was not enough to
lead the team to a victory over the Monarchs.
Brett Dougherty led all scorers with 25 points
for Papillion, Josh Abels added 15 points on
five 3-pointers, and Trey Moore added 10.
Skyler Monaghan added 10 points for Millard
West.

Millard West started the game in a zone and
the Monarchs made them pay with five first
quarter 3-pointers. The Wildcats led 4-3 early,
but Papio went on an 11-0 run. Shawn Martin
stopped the run with a basket, but Anthony
Figueroa answered with a 3-point field goal.
Josh Abels finished the scoring of the first
quarter with his 4™ 3-pointer of the quarter to
give Papio a 20-10 lead. “We knew their ‘Big
3” would score,” coach Bill Morrison said.
“But, if Abels and Figueroa hit 3’s like that,
they are tough to guard.”

Millard West went to a man-to-man de-
fense and Papillion answered with their inside
game. Brett Dougherty made three baskets to
extend the Monarch lead to 26-10. Scoring by
six different Wildcats kept the game from get-
ting out of hand and cut the lead to 21-31.
Moore was able to take the momentum into the
2" half by making a basket at the buzzer for a
33-21 Papio lead.

Dougherty continued his inside attack by
scoring 8 of Papillion’s 13 points in the 3™
quarter. The Monarchs help West at bay for
the first part of the quarter. A basket by Spen-
cer Lewis off of an offensive rebound gave
Papillion a 42-29 lead. The Wildcats again
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refused to give up and cut the lead to four
points late in the quarter. Josh Lallman made
a 3-pointer after an offensive rebound by
Sharp to cut the lead to 44-40. Papillion again
scored at the buzzer on a basket by Lewis off
of a pass from Moore.

Dougherty and Lusso exchanged baskets to
start the 4™ quarter. Papio went to a deliberate
offense which resulted in the Monarchs getting
to the free throw line. West was able to score
17 points in the final period, but could not
overcome the deficit that resulted in the poor
1** quarter start. Papillion made 14 of 20 free
throws in the 4™ quarter. The Wildcats never
got closer than 5 points in the 4™ quarter.

“I thought our guys had a real gutsy
performance,” stated Morrison. “This was a
tough day for everyone in the program. I real-
ly don’t know how they came out and played
today.

MW —10 11 19 17
PLV—20 13 13 18

57
64

MW — Monaghan 10, Martin 4, Guido 6,
Lallman 9, Wolf 7, Steyer 1, Lusso 8, Sharp
12

Metro Holiday Basketball Tournament 2011-12 Boys Bracket
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ad Wildcats Go 0-2 in Metro Tourney

Omaha Westside upset #8 seeded Millard West in the opening round of the Metro Tournament 57-51 at UNO Thursday night.
Nate Maloley scored 18 for the Warriors and Charlie Landen added 12. Westside scored 31 points in the first half and held the lead
throughout the 2™ half for the victory. Josh Lallman led the Wildcats with 16 points and four assists.

The Wildcats led through much of the first quarter. Shawn Martin made two 3-pointers and Frankie Guido added another, but the
Warriors always seemed to have an answer. Maloley made a 3-pointer to tie the score 11-11. Westside would not give up the lead
for the rest of the game. “There wasn’t much defense played by either team in the first half,” Coach Bill Morrison said. “We didn’t
come out with much fire.”

Landen scored the first 8 points of an 11-0 run to start the 2™ quarter and Westside led 28-14. Dylan Steyer and Lallman com-
bined for 8 points in an 8-0 run to pull West back into the game, 30-22. The Wildcats finished the quarter with another 7-0 run.
Steyer scored the last 5 points of the quarter as West pulled the score to 43-40.

Shawn Martin scored the first basket of the final period to make the score 43-41. Westside answered with two field goals to
move the spread back to five points. West stayed close the rest of the game, but Westside was able to hold onto the lead with a 10-
10 performance from the free throw line.

WHS — 17 14 12 14 57 Landen 12, Koester 4, Maloley 18, Hawk 8, Neelon 2, Willett 7, Kiger 3, Kline 3
MW — 14 10 16 11 51 Monaghan 3, Martin 8, Guido 5, Lallman 16, Steyer 8, Lusso 4, Sharp 6

#16 seed Papillion South beat Millard West 55-53 in the consolation game of the Metro
Tournament Friday at UNO. Michael Hermann scored 16 points and Brent Kirsch added 14
for the Titans. The Wildcats led at the end of the 3™ quarter, but Papio South outscored West
17-10 in the final period to pull off the victory. Spencer Sharp scored 11 points for the Wild-
cats.

The first quarter had a slow start. Papio South ran a deliberate offense, but was not able to
~ convert on many possessions. Zach Waldron made a 3-pointer on an assist by Skyler Mona-
| ghan to end the first quarter with the Wildcats up 9-6. “I didn’t think we were mentally ready
to play today. We took a lot of quick shots in the first quarter and seemed like we were on de-
fense the whole time,” Coach Morrison said.

The teams put more points on the board in the 2™ quarter. The Wildcats build a six-point

' lead, 18-12, on a basket by Sharp. The Titans pulled to within one with the score 21-20 before
| West scored three points from the line to take a 24-20 lead into the half.
Both teams scored 18 points in the 3™ quarter. West seemed ready to take control of the
| game as they opened up a 29-20 lead early in the quarter. The Titans slowly chipped into the
lead with a team effort. Six players scored in the quarter. West led 42-38 going into the final
period.

With the Wildcats up by 4 53-49, West pulled the ball out to try to make the Titans foul.
West turned the ball over and Kirsch made a 3-pointer to pull the Titans within 53-52. Papio
South took their first lead since the first quarter on two free throws by Hermann, 54-53. West had the ball with a chance to go ahead,
but Connor Lusso was called for running out of bounds which gave the ball back to Papio South. Hermann was fouled with 5.2 sec-
onds left in the game and made 1 of 2 free throws. Sharp got the rebound for the Wildcats but turned the ball over as time ran out.

Morrison was not happy with his team’s execution. “We got out-hustled through much of the game and we didn’t execute very
well. We turned it over trying to score on a Vegas call and gave up a wide open ‘3’ to their best player,” he said.

PS—- 6 14 18 17 55 Kirsch 14, Williams 5, Jatczak3, Rothermond 6, Huyser 9, Hermann 16, Martin 2.
MW- 9 15 18 11 53 Waldron 3, Monaghan 6, Martin 9, Guido 7, Lallman 4, Steyer 4, Lusso 9, Sharp 11.
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Wildcats Drop Fourth
Straight

Khyri Thomas led three Benson players in double
digits with a game-high 27 points. Benson led 40-30
at half time and went on to win 73-64 at Millard West
Friday night. Connor Lusso led four Wildcats in dou-
ble digits with 15 points and 10 rebounds.

The Runnin’ Rabbits scored 23 points in the first
quarter, including five 3-pointers. Benson was 5-7 in
the first quarter from behind the arc. The Rabbits led
most of the first quarter. West tied the score at 7-7
and 13-13 before they were able to take their first lead
on a basket by Shawn Martin to make the score 17-
16. Benson finished the quarter with a 7-2 run to lead
23-17. Tyron Criswell led the Rabbits with 10 points
in the quarter.

“We have to figure out how to come out with more
intensity,” Morrison commented. “That is the 4"
game in a row that we were flat early. Their best
shooter got three wide open looks from the 3-point
line.”

Millard West took the lead twice in the first part of
the 2™ quarter. Martin made a basket to put the Wild-
cats up 26-25. Benson went on to make a 13-2 run
and open up a 10-point lead 38-28. The Wildcats
were 1-8 from the floor and committed 3 turnovers in
that time. Benson led 40-30 at the half.

The two teams played in even 3™ quarter. Mochol
Bradley made a 3-pointer and Thomas scored a field
goal to give Benson a 45-30 lead. West could not cut
the lead to under10 for the remainder of the period.
Benson led 53-43 at the end of the 3™ period.

Lusso scored the first 5 points of the final quarter
to cut the Benson lead to five, 53-48. West cut the
lead to three points twice, but could not get a key stop
to gain the lead. West outscored Benson 21-20 in the
4™ quarter. Benson won by nine, 73-64.

Morrison credited Benson’s 4" quarter play as a
key to the victory. “They did a nice job of really at-
tacking us in the 4™ quarter. We could not get a stop
when we needed it. We had our chances.”

OB — Snoddy 11, Steward 2, Bradley 6, Thomas 27,
Curtis 2, Wells-Ross 2, Criswell 14, Peters 7, Bol 2

MW — Monaghan 5, Martin 13, Guido 11, Lallman 4,
Steyer 6, Lusso 15, Sharp 10

OB— 23 17 13 20 73
MW —19 11 13 21 64

Spartans

Millard West jumped out to an
early 6-0 lead and never looked
back in their 62-50 victory over |
Lincoln East. Connor Lusso |
and Spencer Sharp combined
for 27 points and 17 rebounds
to lead the Wildcats. Clay
Shepard scored 13 for the Spar-
tans and Alex Wakefield added
11.

After West’s initial 6-0 lead,
the two teams played even bas-
ketball through the first quarter.
Lusso led the Wildcats with 6
points in the quarter. Josh
Lallman got a steal and scored a
basket as time ran out to end the first quarter with West leading 18-12.
West’s three big men scored all of the team’s 12 points in the 2 quarter.
Dylan Steyer led the way with 6 points in the quarter. “We thought we
had an advantage inside, and the guys did a nice job of attacking in the
paint,” Coach Morrison said. West led by 10 at half-time, 30-20.

Sheppard made a 3-pointer in the 3 quarter to make the score 37-26
before West went on a 9-0 run to build a 20-point lead. Frankie Guido
led the way for the Wildcats with two 3-pointers in the quarter. West led
48-32 at the end of the 3+ quarter.

The Spartans would not go away. West held onto their double digit
lead through all of the 4" quarter, but the Wildcats could never put the
game out of reach. East outscored West 18-14 in the final period. “We
played well, but were never able to finish them off,” Morrison said.
“This was definitely a step in the right direction though.” West will play
at Omaha Northwest Friday and host Class A top-ten Lincoln Northstar
Saturday.

LE — Long 5, Dennis 6, Sankey 2, Wakefield 11, Sunderman 3, Shepard
13, Rilett 7, Bohl 3

MW — Waldron 2, Monaghan 2, Martin 9, Guido 7, Lallman 5, Wolf 2,
Kallman 1, Steyer 7, Lusso 16, Sharp 11

LE— 12 8 12 18 50
MW— 18 12 18 14 62

wildecats
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< Wildcats Survive Dog-Fight

’ Millard West scored 22 points in the 4™ quarter to come from behind and beat the Omaha Northwest
G\\fj Huskies 56-52 Friday night at Northwest High School. Northwest built their lead by outscoring West 21-
10 in the 2™ quarter. Dylan Steyer and Spencer Sharp led the wildcats with 14 points each and Josh
Lallman added 11 points. Jeremy George scored 14 for Northwest and C, Hodges added 10 points.

Northwest jumped out to a 6-2 lead before Millard West went on a 11-2 run fueled by the Wildcat’s inside game. Dylan Steyer
score four of his eight first half points during the run. West led 13-9 at the end of the 1** quarter.

Connor Lusso and Spencer Sharp got into foul trouble in the 2™ quarter and Northwest took advantage of the Wildcats. George
and James Jones scored seven points each as the Huskies outscored West 21-10 in the 2™ quarter. “We kind of fell apart in the 2™
quarter. We have played with two bigs in the game all year, and didn’t seem to know what to do,” Coach Bill Morrison said. North-
west led 30-23 at the end of the half.

Northwest continued to bother the Wildcat offense in the 3" quarter. West only made two field goals in the period. Six Huskies
scored as they outscored West 14-11 in the quarter. West was able to stay close by getting to the foul line. The Wildcats shot 11 free
throws in the 3" quarter. Northwest led 44-34 after three periods.

West continued to attack the basket in the final period and used a press to cause the Huskies
to turn the ball over. They slowly chipped into the lead and finally took their 1* lead of the 2™
half on a basket by Shawn Martin to make the score 53-52. West finished the scoring by making
3 of 4 free throws and winning 56-52.

“I thought we showed some maturity tonight,” Morrison said. “We didn’t play great, but we
didn’t panic and continued to take good shots. Dylan really had a big game for us tonight.”

MW- 13 10 11 22 56 Waldron 2, Martin 7, Guido 4, Lallman 11, Steyer 14, Lusso 4, Sharp 14
ONW- 9 21 14 8 52 Thomas 8, Powe-Davis 4, Bush 3, Kellogg 1, George 14,Hodges 10, Jones 7, Snoddy 5

Wildcats Beat #7 Northstar by 30

Millard West collected their first big win of the season by beating Class A #7 Northstar 75-70. West scored 24 points in the first
quarter and never looked back as they won all four quarters in the victory. Connor Lusso led West with 18 points. Dylan Steyer
and Spencer Sharp added 10 each and three players scored nine points. Hudy Holt let the Navigators with 12 points and Kiefer
Musiel scored 10 points.

West attacked early by scoring 24 points in the first quarter. Lusso led the way with 8 points and Frankie Guido and Josh
Lallman both contributed 3-pointers. The Wildcats were able to hold Northstar’s leading scorer, Musiel, scoreless in the period.
“A big part of our game plan was to take Kiefer (Musiel) out of the game,” Morrison said. “Shawn (Martin) and Matt (Wolf) did a
great job of that. I thought he got really frustrated.”

The Wildcats continued the attack in the 2™ quarter by outscoring the Navigators 21-12. Lusso added 10 points in the 2™ quar-
ter. Holt led Northstar with five points in the quarter and 12 in the half.

Morrison said his team’s objective in the 2™ half was to keep attacking. “We have given up leads in the past or not finished
games as well as we would like,” he said. “And, we reminded our guys that Northstar kept us from going to state last year.”

Northstar slowed down the Wildcats, but continued to struggle scoring. West outscored Northstar 13-9 in the quarter and led 58
-34 at the end of the period.

The Navigators tried to cut into the lead. But, when Holt went down with an ankle sprain, their chances seemed to dwindle.
West won the 4™ quarter 17-10. The Wildcats only allowed three Northstar field goals in the 2" half.

Millard West out-rebound Northstar 29-18 and held them to 12-43 field goals while forcing 16 turnovers. “I was a little nervous
coming into this game. We haven’t played that well lately and our shoot-around was terrible,” Morrison said.

INS—- 13 12 9 11 45 H Holt 12, C Musiel 3, Housh 7, Horan 2, Coufal 9, D Holt 2, K Musiel 10
MW - 24 21 13 17 75 Meeves 2, Hargis 2, Martin 9, Guido 9, Lallman 9, Wolf 4, Steyer 10, Lusso 18, Kamoro 2, Sharp 10
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Wildcats Win Rivalry Game

The Millard West boys basketball team their beat Q Street rivals, Millard
South, 64-54 in front of a sellout crowd on Thursday. The Patriots led after the
first quarter, but the Wildcats were able to win the final three periods to seal the
2 victory. Millard West was led by Connor Lusso and Mark Grant led South with
Pel 16 points each.

The first quarter saw 5 lead changes and three ties as the two teams tried to
settle their nerves. With the game tied 9-9, Austin Maurdant made a 3-pointer

o from the left wing to give the Patriots a 12-9 lead going into the 2™ period. After
a Wildcat turnover to start the 2™ quarter, Grant hit another 3-pointer for South as the Patriots took a 15-9 lead. Five different
Wildcats scored in a 17-8 run that covered most of the 2™ period. West scored on 9 consecutive possessions during that run. Spen-
cer Sharp sparked the Wildcats by scoring 8 points in the quarter. Millard West led 26-22 going into the break.

West led 28-26 with 5:16 remaining in the 3" quarter. Back-to-back 3-pointers by Josh Lallman and Frankie Guido gave the
Wildcats a 34-26 lead. The Patriots were able to score on their next three consecutive possessions to keep the game from getting
away from them. West led 40-34 at the end of the 3™ quarter. Dylan Steyer paced the Wildcats with six points in the quarter as did
Grant for South.

The Wildcats used their inside attack in the final period to seal the victory. Lusso scored 12 points and Sharp added 4 in the
final 8 minutes of the game. Wyatt Miller made 8-10 free throws and scored 10 points for the Patriots in the quarter. West led 52-
49 with 2:46 left in the game, and South would not be able to draw any closer. Guido made 8-11 free throws down the stretch.
Millard West was able to get the offensive rebound on all three of Guido’s misses.

Coach Bill Morrison was excited about his team’s 4™ consecutive win. “We managed the game very well tonight. We never
seemed to get too nervous like we have in past games,” he said. “This was a great atmosphere!” The team was presented baseball
caps and a trophy from the air force for their rivalry game victory.

MS— 12 10 12 20 54 Sosnowski 10, Coles 4, Miller 15, Mordaunt 2, Grant 16, Dartmann 7
MW — 9 17 14 24 64 Monaghan 4, Martin 4, Guido 11, Lallman 5, Wolf 3, Steyer 9, Lusso 16, Sharp 12

North Beats West by 4

Nick Billingsly led Omaha North to a 64-60 victory over Millard West Saturday night at Omaha North. The Vikings used strong 2™ and 4™
quarters to earn the win. Steve Williams and Aireon Porter added 12 points each for North. Shawn Martin led 3 Wildcats in double-digits with 15
points. Omaha North out-rebounded Millard West 35-24 including 20 offensive rebounds.

West led after the first quarter 15-12. The Wildcats jumped out to an 11-2 lead, but North quickly go back into the game. There were seven
lead changes and nine ties in the battle between the two teams. Williams led all scorers in the first quarter with six points for Omaha North.

Billingsly scored nine points in the 2™ quarter as the Vikings out-scored West 20-14 in the quarter. North built their biggest lead of the first
half 32-28 late in the half. A free throw by Lusso cut the half-time lead to 32-29.

Shawn Martin scored early in the quarter to give West a 33-32 lead. The Wildcats held onto the lead through much of the 3™ quarter. EJ
Mackey gave North a 43-42 lead late in the quarter, and the game was tied after three periods at 43-43.

West was able to tie the score three times, but was never able to take the lead in the 4™ quarter. North was 8-10 from the foul line in the 4"
quarter.

Coach Bill Morrison said that his team’s defense was not good enough to win the game. “We had trouble on the defensive end. When we
played man, they went right around us. And when we played zone, they got a lot of offensive rebounds.”

MW — 15 14 14 17 60
ON — 12 20 11 21 21

MW — Monaghan 9, Martin 15, Guido 5, Steyer 4, Lusso 14, Sharp 13
ON — Matthews 8, Montgomery 3, Martin 2, Mackey 4, Mayberry 3, Billingsley 18, Williams 12, Porter 12,
Waters 2
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Papio South Beats Wildcats for
Second Time

=

&

Papillion South pulled off another victory over Millard
West in a game that was very similar to their meeting in
the Metro Tournament. The Titans used an 18-point 4™
quarter to come from behind late in the game and beat the Wildcats 56-55. Luke
Jatzak and Brent Kirsch scored 14 points each for the Titans. Josh Lallman led West
with 10 points.

The first quarter started as a game of runs. South started strong and took an early
8-0 lead. After a time-out, West mounted a comeback and scored 12 straight points
to take the lead 12-8. Lallman gave the Wildcats a 14-10 lead by making two free
throws after being fouled on a lay-up with time running out in the first period.

Skyler Monaghan started the quarter with a 3-point basket for West to extend
their lead to 17-10. Papio South slowly chipped into the West lead. They finished
the quarter with an 8-0 and led 28-27 at the end of the half. Kirsch led the Titans in
the 2™ quarter by scoring eight points.

South led through most of the 3™ quarter. Trailing 38-37, West got a spark from
Josh Lallman’s two field goals to finish the quarter. The Wildcats led 41-38 at the
end of the period.

The Wildcats led 49-44 with the ball and less than 3 minutes left in the game be-
fore they were charged with a technical foul. The Titans missed both free throws and
did not score on the ensuing basket. Jatczak scored off a turnover to cut the lead to
49-46, but Dylan Steyer followed with a tip-dunk to regain the Wildcat 5-point lead.

The Titans did not relax and drove the ball the length of the floor. Kirsch was
fouled and made one of two free throws. After another turnover, Freshman Jatczak
made a 3-pointer to cut the lead to 51-50. A 6-1 run by the Titans was not enough to
put the game away.

Shawn Martin made a 3-pointer to cut the lead to 56-55 as West called a timeout.
Papio South turned the ball over on the inbound pass and Millard West got the ball
with .3 seconds remaining under the Titan basket. The Wildcats were not able to get
— shot attempt off as the Titans pulled off the

~ ~ upset.

Coach Bill Morrison was frustrated with
the loss. “We lost it mentally,” he said.
“Every time we built a lead, we would have a
let-down. We need to realize that we have to

MW — Monaghan 5, Martin
7, Guido 8, Lallman 10, Wolf
2, Steyer 5, Lusso 9, Sharp 9.

PS — Kirsch 14, Williams
2, Jatczak 14, Bussard 2,
Rothermund 6, Huyser 7, Her-
mann 9, Johnson 2.

MW — 14 13 14 14 55
PS — 10 18 10 18 56

Bellevue West Shuts
Down Wildcats

In a low-scoring contest between two
struggling teams, Bellevue West was able
to come away with a 43-29 victory. De-
on Pettigrew and Cody King scored 13
and 10 points respectively for the Thun-
derbirds. No Wildcat was able to score
over 6 points.

Bellevue West led after the first quar-
ter 10-8, and took a 22-14 lead into the
half. “We did not play very well from
the get-go,” coach Bill Morrison said. “I
think we had more turnovers than shots
in the first half.”

Millard West showed some life in the
3" quarter. They outscored Bellevue
West 9-2 in the quarter and cut the lead
to one, 24-23 at the end of the quarter.
King scored two early field goals in an 8-
2 run by the Thunderbirds and build a 32
-25 lead. Bellevue West scored the last
nine points of the game, including seven
from the free throw line, as the Wildcats
were not able to find a way to score.

Morrison was discouraged after the
game, but talked about what his team
needs to do to move forward. “This was
a tough weekend. We have to forget this,
go back to work, and step up our defense
to get ready for the last few weeks of the
season.”

MW —8 6 9 6 29
BW —10 12 2 19 43

MW — Monaghan 3, Martin 6, Guido 6,
Lallman 4, Wolf 4, Steyer 2, Sharp 4

BW — King 10, Pettigrew 13, Dibble 2,
Hluchoweckyj 2, Knapp 1, Dotzler 7,
Hatterle 7, Arop 1
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Strong 4" Quarter Leads to Wildcat Victory

Millard West played their first game
in two weeks against Omaha Westside
on Friday night. They outscored Oma-
ha Westside 24-11 in the 4"
quarter to pull away and beat the
Warriors 63-43 at Millard West.
Connor Lusso and Frankie Guido
led the Wildcats with 16 and 14
points respectively, while Nate
Maloley led all scorers with 26

for Westside. Millard West out- Sl

rebounded Westside 31-15 be- e
hind Spencer Sharp’s 10 re- — =
bounds. .

West came out aggressive and pe

led 10-2 with 4:29 left in the first

Wildcats first ten points.

their first three possessions and built a 46
-32 lead. “We switched up our defenses
a little in the 4™ quarter, and I think that

i ‘\“ |
quarter. Lusso had six of the ‘l\
After \\

Pat Hawk got hurt trying to draw
a charge, Westside battled back
and tied the score 10-10 at the
end of the quarter. “We started ‘
out great, but then we kind of got
sloppy with the ball in the first
quarter,” Coach Bill Morrison.

The Wildcats started the 2™
quarter with turnover on 3 of
their first four possessions, but
never gave up the lead. Charlie
Landen scored for Westside after
an offensive rebound to tie the
score at 14-14. The Wildcats put
together a 7-3 run capped by a 3- |
pointer by Guido. Millard West
led 21-17 going into the break.

Both teams were more effi-
cient on offense in the third quar- =
ter. Kevin Metoyer banked in a 3
-pointer to draw the Warriors
within 3, 28-25. Despite scoring on
four straight possessions, Millard West
could not stretch their lead over
Westside until late in the quarter. Two
steals by West led to three points and
helped the Wildcats build a 39-32 lead
at the end of the 3™ quarter.

West continued the run into the 4"
quarter as they scored seven points on

took away their aggressiveness,” Morri-
son said.

comfortable lead.” The Wildcats contin-
ued the attack and scored 24 points in the
final period. Westside cleared the bench
with 1:58 left in the game and a 60-39
score. The Wildcats won 63-43.

“That was a good win. We hadn’t

“It seemed to throw them off
balance just enough for us to build a @

played for two weeks and hadn’t played
well for longer than that,” Morrison
commented. He was happy with his
team’s performance. “We did a
lot of good things after we set-
tled down. We are going to
need to play with that intensity
as we get ready for districts.”
This game was the first of five
games in nine days for the
Wildcats. They travel to Oma-
ha South on Saturday, and make
up their game with Bryan on
Monday before home games
against Millard North and Prep
a8 next weekend.

WHS (9-9) 10 7 15 11 43
g MW (8-10) 10 11 18 24 63

Westside — Landen 6, Maloley
26, Hawk 2, Tracey 2, Metoyer
5, Sladek 2

Millard West — Monaghan 5,
Martin 8, Guido 14, Lallman 6,
Wolf 3, Steyer 2, Lusso 16,
== Sharp 9

T~
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=) Packers Keep Wildcat Out of Reach

) Omaha South built a seven point 1% quarter lead and was able to sustain Millard West’s attempts to
G\\,j overtake the lead for a 70-63 victory at Omaha South on Saturday. The Wildcats were able to come with

3 points in the 4™ quarter, but South was able to make 4 of their last 7 free throws to hold on to the victo-
ry. Cameron William led all scorers with 22 points for South. Spencer Sharp led Millard West with 16
points.

The two teams played evenly over the first half of the first quarter. A basket after an offensive rebound by James Dumes and a 3-
pointer by Williams late in the quarter gave the packers a seven point lead, 16-9. The quarter ended with the Packers ahead 18-11.
South made three 3-pointers led by Williams with 9 points in the first quarter.

The 2™ quarter saw a lot of scoring by both teams as Millard West outscored south 19-18 in the period. Skyler Monaghan led
five Wildcats with 5 points. TJ Mayo opened the quarter with a basket for South before West went on a 9-0 run. The Wildcats
made an early surge and closed to within 2 points on a basket by Connor Lusso to make the score 18-20. South made two 3-pointers
to regain some separation with a 6-point lead, 26-20.

Morrison was happy with his team’s offensive play in the 2™ quarter. “They got us sped up in the first quarter and we made
some bad decisions on the offensive end. When we settled down, we played much better. We just gave up too many points.”

A 3-pointer by Monaghan pulled the Wildcats to within one, 42-43 midway through the 3" quarter. Williams got an offensive
rebound and made an “old-fashioned” three-point play. Tyler Hall made a free throw to give the Packers a 47-42 lead. The Wild-
cats battled back with baskets by Josh Lallman and Sharp and trailed 46-47. Williams was fouled on a half-court shot with 1.2 sec-
onds left and made all three free throws to give South a 50-46 lead going into the final period. “Every time we got close, they had
an answer. We just couldn’t get the big stops,” Morrison said.

Bobby Lage started the 4™ quarter with another Packer 3-pointer to build the South lead back to seven points at 53-46. But the
Wildcats would not quit clawing back into the game. West was able to score, but could not cut into the Packer lead because they
could not step South from scoring. “They did a nice job of protecting their lead by playing five guards on offense,” Morrison said.
“If we could have got the lead, I think we could have forced them to try to match up with us.”

MW —11 19 16 17 63 Monaghan 10, Martin 2, Guido 2, Lallman 11, Steyer 8, Lusso 14, Sharp 16
OS — 18 18 14 20 170 Lage 9, Hall 12, Mayo 9, Dumes 12, Williams 22, Tauch 4, Harkins 2

West Upsets Bryan Bears

Millard West used a strong effort on the boards and from the free throw line
to upset #4 Omaha Bryan Monday night at Bryan High School. The game had
to be re-scheduled due to a snow storm earlier in the season. West outrebound-
ed Bryan 27-14 and shot 23 free throws to Bryan’s 4. Connor Lusso led the all
scorers with 18 points. Skyler Monaghan and Spencer Sharp added 13 and 10
points respectively. Jake Maslo and Ethan Montalvo each scored 12 points for
the Bears.

“The guys really did a nice job of following the game plan,” Coach Morrison
said. “We did some things defensively to try and take Montalvo and Imig out
of the game.” The guard tandem for Bryan was averaging 31 points coming
into the game. West held them to a combined 17 points.

The first quarter produced five ties and 2 lead changes between the two
| teams. West went right to their inside attack. Lusso scored nine of his first half
15 points and Sharp added two in the first quarter. Montalvo scored five 1%
quarter points, but Imig did not score in the period. West led 16-15 at the end
of the period. (Cont. on pg. 15)
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(cont. from pg. 14)
West continued to attack from the

inside. Lusso and Sharp produced
all of the Wildcat field goals in the
2" quarter. Monaghan added four
free throws to complete the scoring
for West. Imig scored five for the
Bears and Montalvo was unable to
score in the period. Bryan led 23-22
before West went on a 8-0 run to
build their biggest lead of the first
half 30-23. Bryan clawed their way
back to a 32-29 deficit at the half.

West was able to lead through
the entire 3™ quarter. Their biggest
lead of the quarter was 40-33 after a
basket by Frankie Guido. The
Wildcats took a 44-39 lead into the
final period. Montalvo cut the lead
to 44-41 on a basket early in the 4™
period. Shawn Martin sparked an 8-
2 run with five points. West led 52-
43. West pulled the ball out and
forced Bryan to foul. The Wildcats
scored their last six points from the
foul line and kept Bryan from get-
ting any closer than five points.

“I thought we would have to play
a great game to beat Bryan, and I
think we did,” Morrison said. “We
really controlled the game and did
what we wanted to tonight.” This is
the third of five games for West in
eight days.
would be a little tired after last
weekend’s games. [ think getting
the lead helped fight the fatigue.”

“l was worried we

MW- 16 16 12 14 58
OB- I5 14 10 11 50

MW — Monaghan 13, Martin 8§,
Guido 3, Lallman 6, Lusso 18,
Sharp 10.

OB —- Tyler 2, Montalvo 12, Imig
5, Bufford 8, Spurlock 2, Avalos 6,
Maslo 12, Thurston 3.

Mustangs Run Down Wildcats

Millard North overcame a 12point 4™ quarter deficit to beat Millard West 58-57 Friday
night. Josiah Gustafson made a basket with 5.3 left on the clock to give the Mustangs the
lead. Millard West attempted a full court pass that was intercepted, but Ryan Cox fell
down as he stole the ball and gave the Wildcats a chance to score with 3.2 seconds left and
the ball under their basket. Josh Lallman inbounded the ball to Connor Lusso, but Lusso’s
14 foot jumper fell short as the Mustangs won the rivalry game. Gustafson led all scorers
with 29 points and Spencer Sharp led the Wildcats with 17 points.

Millard North led through much of the first quarter. Zane Stull led the Mustangs with
five points in the quarter. Cox and Gustafson added four points apiece for North. West
was able to tie the score four times, but could never take the lead. The Wildcat attack was
primarily from the outside as three different players made 3-pointers in the opening peri-
od. North led 15-13 at the end of the quarter.

West tied the score at 22-22 when #22, Frankie Guido, hit a 3-pointer for the Wildcats.
Sharp followed with a basket on an assist from Guido to give West their first lead of the
game, 24-22. Gustafson scored 8 of the Mustang 11 points in the quarter as the Wildcats
took a 27-26 lead into the locker room at half-time.

Millard West came out of the half with a 10-2 run and built a 37-28 lead early in the 3™
quarter. The teams exchanged baskets and North cut the lead to six, 43-37. Sharp made a
basket at the end of the quarter as the Wildcats led 45-37 at the end of the 3" quarter.
West continued a balanced attack as five players scored, and Gustafson scored 8 of the
team’s 11 points for the second quarter in a row.

Two free throws and a basket by Lusso gave West their biggest lead of the game, 49-
37. The Mustangs responded with a 6-0 run to get back into the game early in the quarter.
North turned up the defensive pressure and forced eight Wildcat turnovers in the quarter.
Gustafson made a basket to tie the game 53-53, but Shawn Martin was fouled on the other
end and made both free throws to regain a 55-53 lead.

West got the ball back after a Gustafson miss, but missed a shot with just under a mi-
nute left in the game. Gustafson made another basket to tie the score. Then, Ty Bergmei-
er was fouled after a turnover and made one of two free throws to take the first Mustang
lead since the first half with 35.2 left in the game.

Martin again had the answer for the Wildcats by scoring a basket on a baseline drive
from the left wing. North held the ball for the last shot. Gustafson drove from mid-court
and scored on a step-through move to take the final lead of the game. Gustafson scored 9
points in the quarter including the last three field goals of the period.

“We were not able to close out the game,” coach Bill Morrison said. “Josiah gave a
great individual effort. We didn’t do a very good job of making him give up the ball.”

MN - Stull 6, Cox 10, Gustafson 29, Bergmeier 7, Seyler 4, Silva 2.
MW -- Monaghan 3, Martin 6, Guido 14, Lallman 8, Wolf 2, Steyer 1, Lusso 6, Sharp 17.

MN— 15 11 11 21 58
MW —13 14 18 12 57
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Balanced Scoring Gives West Final Win at Home

Millard West avenged an early season loss with a 68-54 win over Creighton Prep on Senior Night at Millard West. West led at
half time and never trailed in the 2™ half. Connor Lusso led four Wildcats in double-digits with 13 points. Kevin Dineen led the
Blue Jays with 18 points. The two teams are now waiting to find out where they will play their District tournaments next week.
Seedings will be announced Monday.

Prep took an early 7-3 lead over West, but West fought back with a 7-0 and took their first lead after a 3-pointer by Josh Lallman,
10-7. Prep tied the score the game 14-14 on a basket by Dineen, but Frankie Guido hit a 3-pointer to give the Wildcats the lead at
the end of the first quarter 17-14. Lusso and Dineen led their teams in scoring with seven points apiece.

The two teams continued to produce offensively in the 2™ quarter. West held the lead until Dineen hit a 3-pointer and gave Prep
23-21 lead. The Wildcats took the lead back on back-to-back baskets by Shawn Martin and Frankie Guido. Alex Allberry hit a shot
to take a late first-half lead 30-28 for Prep. Matt Wolf regained the lead with a 3-pointer to end the scoring in the first half. West led
31-30 mid-way through the game.

West used a 22-point 3" quarter to build a 12-point lead, 53-41, at the end of the quarter. Prep used their press to threaten a
come-back, but West was able to keep the Jays at bay. Allberry made two free throws to get the lead under ten at 63-54. West
scored the last five points of the game to seal the victory.

Millard West was able to finish the game with their five Seniors on the floor. “I’'m glad we were able to get all five Seniors on
the floor at the end of the game,” coach Bill Morrison commented. “This is the first group I have seen all the way through their high
school career. They are a great group of guys.”

Morrison did not know who his team would play in districts, but feels his team is ready. “We have been playing very well in the
last five games. We need to continue this level of play thought Districts.”

Prep—14 16 11 13 54 Jasnowski 8, Broderick 12, Dineen 18, Bertolini 5, Schulte 2, Allberry 8.
MW -17 14 22 15 68 Lusso 13, Sharp 12, Lallman 11, Guido 10, Martin 9, Monaghan 8, Wolf 5.

Weldeats
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Monarch, Wildcat Boys to Meet in District Final

By Nick Rubek

A pair of Millard West post players with a postseason run on their mind helped get the Wildcats one win from a state tourna-
ment berth Saturday night.

Connor Lusso and Spencer Sharp combined for 32 points and 17 rebounds as Millard West turned a close game into a blowout
with a big third-quarter run, beating Lincoln High 61-40 in the District A-3 semifinals at Papillion-La Vista.

With the win, the Wildcats move into Monday night’s district final against Papillion-La Vista, a 53-46 winner over Columbus in
Saturday’s first game. Papio beat Millard West 64-57 early this season.

“We played with a lot of energy tonight,” Millard West coach Bill Morrison said. “We’ve got to play with that same energy
Monday.”

After Lincoln High scored the first four points of the second half, the Wildcats ran off the next eight and held the Links score-
less for more than five minutes.

The lead grew to 20 points entering the fourth quarter and as much as 27. Lincoln High coach Dan Noble pointed to the Wild-
cats’ 48-33 rebounding advantage as the difference. “We got beat up on the glass,” Noble said. “All the credit goes to Millard
West. We knew they were going to be a physical team. We knew it would be a battle and they won that battle.”

Millard West’s zone defense seemed to keep Lincoln out of rhythm much of the night. Morrison said he told his team not to bite
on pump fakes and be aggressive after rebounds. “Our guards did a nice job of that,” he said. “We were willing to give up 3s and
limit things inside.”

Lusso (17 points, eight rebounds) and Sharp (15 points, nine rebounds) combined for 10 offensive boards. “Most teams can’t
handle both of us down there,” Lusso said. “That’s our job, to get points in the paint.” Lusso said the Wildcats, who lost five of
eight to finish the regular season, have come together as a unit. “We’ve finally started playing as a team,” he said.

John Harris led the Lynx with 14 points and 11 rebounds. Shaka Chol added 10 points for the Links.

——
Lincoln High (12-11)..ccccevveeenene. 10 8 10 12—o61
‘MillardWest(11—12) ..................... 14 1321 13—40

LH: Demarius Lott 2, Deondre White 4, Keshawn Wilson 2, Payton Helm-
stadter 6, Khaleefa Muhammad 2, John Harris 14, Shaka Chol 10.

MW: Zachary Waldron 2, Skyler Monaghan 2, Shawn Martin 5, Fracesco
| Guido 7, Joshua Lallman 5, Matthew Wolf 4, Dylan Steyer 4, Connor Lusso
17, Spencer Sharp 15.

Boys Basketball District A-3 at Papillion La Vista H.S.

#1 Papillion-LaVista 43.4545 (21-3)

Game 1 . y
0212512012 Papillion-LaVista (53-46)
5:00 PM CT
#4 Columbus 36.7391 (4-20) Game 3
0212712012 Papillion-LaVista (70-58)
#3 Millard West 39.2273 (11-13) 7:00 PM CT
Game 2
0212512012
7:00 PM CT Millard West (51-40)

#2 Lincoln High 40.6364 (12-11)

ETBAU

Ve
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) Papio Ends Wildcats’ Season

’ Papillion ended Millard West’s season and hopes for making it to the state tournament with a 70-58
G\\,j victory in the A-3 District championship Monday night at home. The game was very similar to the first
meeting between the two teams. Papio jumped out to an early lead, West fought back, and the Monarchs
gained some separation at the end of the game.

Millard West tried to instill some doubt late. After Papio entered the fourth quarter with a 10-point lead, the Wildcats found a
spark in sophomore guard Skyler Monaghan. Monaghan hit back-to-back buckets in a 15-second span to cut the lead to 54-48. That
prompted Ryan to call a timeout with 3:09 left.

"They made their run," Ryan said. "I told them, 'This is our time. Our time. Our house. Our nets." That was our theme going in.
Our guys rose to the situation. We had doubters all year long."

Papio pushed its lead back to 14, doing most of its damage from the free-throw line. Senior guard Trey Moore hit two foul shots,
then Spencer Lewis hit the next four to make it 60-48. Brett Dougherty put the exclamation point on the run with a two-handed dunk
with 1:12 left. Moore led Papio with 20 points and six assists. Dougherty added 12 points and Lewis 10.

Connor Lusso led all scorers with 21 points for the Wildcats, scoring 19 in the second half. He could have finished with more, but
went just 5 of 13 from the free-throw line.

After Papio opened a 36-27 lead at the half, Millard West went on an 8-2 run to start the third quarter to cut the lead to 38-35. The
Monarchs answered with a 10-1 run that put the lead back to 12 at 48-36, and Papio held a comfortable lead until West's run in the
fourth.

Morrison said his team did not play well enough to win. “I don’t think we played poorly, but you need to be at your best to beat a
good team on their home court,” he said. “We thought we had a good chance coming in, but we didn’t play as well as we had been
playing the last few games.”

The 11-13 Wildcats will graduate five seniors. “I will miss this group. It is the first group I have had all four years at Millard
West,” Morrison said. “I just wish we could have got them to the state tournament. They worked hard all year and really did de-

serve it.”
MW........... 10 14 15 19—58 Monaghan 6, Martin 10, Guido 6, Lallman 4, Wolf 3, Steyer 2, Lusso 21, Sharp 6
PLV........... 1818 1321—70 Figueroa 3, Lewis 10, Gruber 3, Sheard 13, Moore 20, B Dougherty 12, Abels 8, T Dougherty 1

The boys basketball team donated over $2000
to the Hope Fund for Cancer Research at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center. The seniors selected
the cause because their family members have battled
various types of cancer over the years. This is the 3rd
year of the event and we have donated over $8000 to
different causes.
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2010-11 Final Stat
Player GP FGM-A 3PM-A FTM-A REB-O | AST |STL |BLK| TO | PF |CT| PTS
Lusso 23 126-224 1-6 53-102 | 18158 | 46 | 33 | 21 | 58 | 56 | 6 | 306
Sharp 24 105-177 0-0 64-91 15359 | 16 | 24 | 14 | 42 | B2 | O | 274
Martin 24 73-188 19-78 21-34 74-24 27 | 26 | 3 |34 | 42 | 4 | 186
Lallman 24 53-128 12-36 49-70 67-11 |[119| 35| 6 |93 | 57 | 1 | 167
Guido 21 47-137 26-79 33-51 54-16 37 | 28| 3 |21 | 38 | 2| 153
Monaghan 22 49-128 16-59 23-34 22-5 45 | 19| O |52 | 52 | O | 137
Steyer 24 47-104 0-0 21-36 66-29 7 12 | 4 | 19 | 37 | 3 | 115
Wolf 22 21-40 4-10 4-11 42-11 13 | 12 1 |16 | 23 | 0| 50
Waldron 21 5-15 3-8 5-12 11-2 36 (12| 0 | 15 | 17 | 1 18
Hargis 8 1-6 0-1 0-0 4-0 2 3 0 1 110 2
Kamoro 6 1-4 0-0 0-2 7-1 1 2 2 0 0O | O 2
Meeves 5 1-4 0-3 0-2 1-0 1 1 0 3 0 |0 2
Kallman 8 0-0 0-0 1-2 2-0 0 0 0 2 0O | O 1
Totals 24 529-1155 | 81-280 | 274-447 | 690-218 | 350 | 207 | 54 | 357|375 |17 | 1413
Opponent 24 474-1128 | 125-402 | 276-453 | 574-201 | 159 [130| 32 | 335|366 |12 | 1349
Season Records/Leaders
New Records and = =
3rd Team 690 Rebounds
3rd Team 350 Assists
School Leaders & =
5th Team 17 Charges Taken
5th Team 54 Blocks
3rd Josh Lallman 119 Assists
Career Records / Leader§ 4th  Connor Lusso 181 Rebounds
2nd  Connor Lusso 909  Points 5th  Connor Lusso 6 Charges Taken
2nd  Connor Lusso 505 Rebounds 6th Spencer Sharp 153 Rebounds
2nd  Connor Lusso 66 Blocks 6th  Connor Lusso 21 Blocks
4th Connor Lusso 11 Charges Taken 7th Connor Lusso 306 Points
4th — Spencer Sharp 58.5% 2FG% 8th  Josh Lallman 35 Steals
Sth Connor Lusso 82 Steals 9th  Spencer Sharp 274 Points
6th Spencer Sharp 153  Rebounds 10th  Spencer Sharp 59.3% 2FG%
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Season Leader Stat
Made Free Throws Spencer Sharp 64
Free Throw Percentage Spencer Sharp | 70.3%
2-Pointers Made Connor Lusso 125
2-Point Percentage Spencer Sharp | 59.3%
3-Pointers Made Frankie Guido 26
3-Point Percentage Josh Lallman 33.3%
Points Connor Lusso 306
Assists Josh Lallman 119
Blocked Shots Connor Lusso 33
Rebounds Connor Lusso 181
Steals Josh Lallman 35
Charges Taken Connor Lusso
Double-Doubles Connor Lusso
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Junior Varsity 13-7

Freshmen A 18-3
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Varsity 11-13
Reserve 14-3
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Varsity Junior Varsity
# Name Height | Grade | Position # Name Height | Grade | Position
Scott Meeves | 5'11" 11 G 3 Scott Meeves | 5'11" | 11 G
4 Zach Waldron 5'7" 12 G 5 Nick Lawson 5'10" 10 G
10 | Skyler Monaghan | 5'10" 10 G 12 Sam Koca 510" 11 G
14 | NickHargis | 6'0" | 11 F 14 | NickHargis | 60" | 11 F
20 Shawn Martin 6'2" 12 G 20 Joey Koca 5'g" 10 G
22 | Frankie Guido | 511" 12 G 22 | Eric Salmonson | 6'0" 11 G
24 Josh Lallman 6'0" 11 G 30 Andy Wicks 6'1" 11 F
32| Matt Wolf 63" | 12 G 34 | TylerKallman | 6'1" | 11 F
34 | Tyler Kallman 6'1" 11 F 40 Joey Evans 6'3" 10 F
40 | Dylan Steyer 63" 12 F 44 | Calisto Kamoro | 6'4" 11 F
42 Connor Lusso 6'5" 11 F
44 | calisto Kamoro | 64" | 11 F Reserves
50 | Spencer Sharp 6'5" 11 C First Last # Height
Hunter |Longacre 10 6'2
Freshmen Logan _Dacik 14 | su
Back Row: Cal, Koch, Caleb Conway, Chase Bishop, Cole Ne- Victor [Beanum 20 33
ville, Ben Kositzke, Blake Christensen, Westin Longacre Zach Johnson 30 6'1
Middle Row: Zach Sullivan, Chandler Petersen, Matt Earden- Jake Loberg 32 511
sohn, Zach Weaver, Phil Ehly, Brady Sutfin, Mike Charvat, Ad- Grant  [Wulf 34 6'1
am Staashelm Eric  |Olson 40 | 63
Front Row: Hayden Meyer, Trevor Alexander, Evan Weak- Brandon |Boever 42 6'0
lend, Max Sealer, Tyler Sharp, Connor Tupper, Cooper Netsch Matt Butler 44 cig
Not Pictured: Mani Adams Salvator |Guido 50 5'g
Andrew |Palmesano 52 6'3
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VARSITY JUNIOR VARSITY
Early Bird [Norfolk L [59-75 Norfolk W |51-36
Early Bird [Creighton Prep L | 60-68 Prep L 14562
Omaha Burke W | 70-48 Burke W [54-36
North Platte w | 47-39 North Platte W |51-34
Omaha Central L | 54-79 Central L 13541
Bellevue East W | 69-42 Bellevue East W | 52-45
Papillion LaVista L | 57-64 Northwest W | 51-32
Metro |Westside L | 51-57 Millard North W | 62-57
Metro |Papio South L [ 54-55 Bellevue West L |40-54
Omaha Benson L | 64-73 Papio W [61-53
Lincoln East W | 62-52 Benson W | 61-48
Northwest W | 56-52 Lincoln East W | 62-43
North Star W | 7545 Omaha North W | 63-55
Millard South W | 64-54 Lincoln Northstar W [59-56
Omaha North L | 60-64 Papio South L |51-52
Papio South L | 5556 Bellevue West W | 50-42
Bellevue West L | 29-43 Westside L | 4858
Omaha Westside W | 63-43 Omaha South L [56-50
Omaha South L6370 Millard North W |42-41
Omaha Bryan W | 58-50 Prep L 55-60
Millard North L [ 57-58
Creighton Prep W | 68-54
District |Lincoln High W | 61-40
District |Papillion LaVista L | 58-70 FRESH M EN A FR ESH M EN B
RESERVES Burke 77-38 Burke 69-34
Fremont W 63-38 Fremont W 51-22
Burke W [63-33 Central W | 53-48 | [central w | 44-38
Fremont W | 5343 Lin Northeast | W | 57-28
Central W | 55-47 Bell East W | 63-38 Bell East W | 71-19
Bell East W | 69-16 Mil North W 59-49
Northwest W | 56-27 Mil South W | 50-33
Westside* W | 59-51 Benson W [ 70-40 Benson W | 64-22
Freps L {odoo g NThweSt w gi_jzll Papilli w | 5534
— apillion - apillion -
Papillion W 15340 0 Nporth W | 6338 | o I\Fl)orth W | 5337
Benson L 4547 M South L | 5356 | M South w [ 6643
e W [62:51 PapioSouth | W | 59-46 | |PapioSouth | W | 6146
North W | 66-24 Bell West W | 6546 | [Bell West w | 79-54
Papio South | W | 58-32 Westside W | 5025 | |Westside W | 55-29
Bell West W | 77-46 O South W | 91-24
Westside W | 54-43 Mil North W | 61-50 Mil North L 41-43
Millard North | W | 59-60 Prep L | 4245 Prep L | 49-59
South W | 78-48 Central W | 6348
Prep W | 56-41 Westside W 63-56
Prep L 40-45
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IILLARD SOUTH FRESHMAN BOYS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT :
b LHERESHUAY BOVS Basht LBl L Freshmen Win Tournament
+ Home team will be the top
bracket and wear white.
*  Visitors will be the bottom
bracket and wear dark

I MILLARD NORTH The Freshmen team remained unde-
illard Nol Thursday, 1228 Millard West .
1oopm feated as they won the Millard South
_ FIEEARD T Holiday Tournament. They beat Millard
Miltard North Millard West
— Fndaly‘ié?lﬁ[? Frﬁd.;gplggso NOI’th in the Opener in a Come‘from‘
R behind victory, 59-49. The Wildcats
Bellevue West s, 1229 Millard South beat Millard South in the finals by 17,

230pm.

50-33.

BELLEVUE WEST

. . CREIGHTON PREP
Sophomores Fall in Overtime
WEDNESDAY DEC 28

5:00 PM

Papio South Creighton

of Finals

Pario LV SOUTH

The Millard West Sophomore team
beat Westiside in the opening round of

THURSDAY DEC 29
5:00 PM

THURSDAY DEC 29

3RD 6:30 PM isT

. . ’ Creighton
the Creighton Prep Holiday Tournament Westside MiLaRD west
H H WEDNESDAY DEC 28
59-51. The Wildcats lost to Prep in over- Westside 6:30 PM Millard West

time 54-55 in the finals. Westside won
the consolation game of the tournament.

WESTSIDE

TOP TEAM IN BRACKET IS HOME AND WILL WEAR WHITE

MILLARD SOUTH JV BOYS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Thursday, December 29 and Friday, December 30

JV Lose in Finals

of Tournament

* Home team will be the top
brackst and wear white

= Visttors will be the bottom
bracket and wear dark.

Millard West

MILTARD NORTH

Millard North Trursday, 12:29 . .
The JV team won an exciting first
MICEARD WEST round match over Millard North, 62-57,
Millard North Bellevue West iy the first round of the Millard South
Fnd.ay.'. 12-30 Friday, 12-30. .
S002m 1030am Holiday Tournament. The game was
MILLARD SOUTH won in triple-overtime.  The Junior Var-
Millard South Thursdzy, 12.29 Bellevue West sity took runner-up honors as Bellevue

00 am

West beat them in the finals, 54-40.

BELLEVUE WEST

Freshman Take 2nd in Prep Tourney

The Freshman team lost to
Creighton Prep 40-45 in the
finals of the Prep Tourna-
ment.

Prep jumped out to a 21-
10 lead at the end of the 1st
quarter. Millard West was
able to get the game back to

two points, but could never
regain the lead. Ben Kositzke
scored 16 point and Adam
Staashelm added 12.

West beat Central in the
first round of the tournament
63-48. Cole Neville led MW
with 18 points and Kositzke

and Matt Eardensohn added
12 each.

The Wildcats advanced to
the finals by beating Westside
63-56 in the Semi-Finals.
Staashelm scored 16, Phil
Ehly 12, and Kositzke 10 to
lead the Wildcats.
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Omaha-World Herald

All-Metro 1st Team

Akoy Agau Central
Josiah Gustafson Millard North
TraDeon Hollins Central

Trey Moore Papio-LaVista
Ethan Montalvo Bryan
All-Metro 2nd Team
Kevin Dineen Prep
Brett Dougherty Papio-LaVista
Deon Pettigrew Bellevue West
Khyri Thomas Benson
Cam Williams Omaha South

All-Metro 3rd Team

Connor Lusso Millard West
Tyron Criswell Benson
Kevin Scott Central
Tre’Shawn Thurman Central
Joe Imig Bryan

Page 26

2011-2012
Final Rankings
1. Central 30-0
2. South 20-10
3. Norfolk 24-2
4. Papio 21-4
5. Bryan 17-10
©. Northstar  20-8
7. Mil North 18-7
8. LincolIn SE 169
9. Benson 14-10
10.Bell West  14-10

Scholar Athlete
Awards

Lincoln Journal Star

Frankie Guido
Josh Lallman

Spencer Sharp

NSAA
Frankie Guido

Josh Lallman

Play with G.U.T.S.

Honorable Mention
All—Metro All—State
Frankie Guido Josh Lallman

Josh Lallman
Shawn Martin

Spencer Sharp

Connor Lusso

Spencer Sharp
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All-Nebraska First Team

Mike Gesell
Akoy Agau

Jalen Bradley
Josiah Gustafson

Dylan Travis

South Sioux City
Omaha Central
Norfolk

Millard North

Omaha Gross

State Tournament

" #1 Omaha South (18-9), 42.1111
Game 1 - Sparis Center
Mar. 8 - 2-:00 PM Omaha South 84-39 OT CLASS A
#2 Norfolk (24-1), 44 6400 Game 5
Mar. 9- 700 PM Omaha South 63-51
#1 Papio-LaVista (21-3), 43.5000 Sports Center
Game 2 - Sports Center Papio-La Vista T3-54 Game 8
Mar. 8 - 3:45PM 6:30 PM
#6 Lincoln SE(16-8), 42 2083 Mar. 10
Sports Center
#8 Omaha Bryan (17-9), 416323 Om. Central 55-38
Game 3 - Sports Center Champion
Mar. 8 - 7-00 PM Om. Central 56-52
#1 Om. Central (27-0), 45.3333 Game & Om. Central 67-47
Mar. 9- 845 PM
#4 Lincoln NS (19-6), 42 8000 Sports Center
Game 4 — Sports Center Lincoln NS 54-50 Papio-La Vista
Mar. 8 - 8:45PM Game |
#5 Millard North (18-5), 42.5000 Papio-LV 80-56
Mar. 10 - 1200 PM
Lincoln M5
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All-Nebraska 2nd Team

Trey Bardsley Beatrice
Connor Beranek Ravenna
Tra-Deon Hollins Central
Trey Moore Papillion
Alex Starkel Norfolk
All Nebraska 3rd Team
Zach Clemens Scottsbluff

Austin Groth South Sioux
Ethan Montalvo ~ Omaha Bryan
Kiefer Musiel Northstar
Com Williams Omaha South

Class A 1st Team

Akoy Agau Central
Jalen Bradley Norfolk
Josiah Gustafson  Millard North
Tra-Deon Hollins Central
Trey Moore Papillion
Class A 2nd Team
Ethan Montalvo ~ Omaha Bryan
Kiefer Musiel Northstar
Alex Starkel Norfolk
Cam Williams Omaha South
Brett Dougherty Papillion
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